ADVENTURE

AWe are those fools who could not rest
In the dull earth we left behind,
But burned with passion for the West,
And drank strange frenzy from its wind.
The world where wise men live at ease
Fades from our unregretful eyes,
And blindacross uncharted seas
We stagger on our enterprise.o

ATHE SHI P OF FOOLS. 0

CHAPTER | —SOMETHING TO BE DONE

He was a very sick white marHe rode picka-back on a woollyheaded, black
skinned savage, the lobes of whose ears had been pierced and stretitbed had

torn out, while the other carried a circular block of carved wood three inches in
diameter. The torn ear had been pierced again, but this time not so ambitiously, for
the hole accommodated no more than a short clay {dipe.marhorse was iggasy

and dirty, and naked save for an exceedingly narrow and dirtycloih; but the
white man clung to him closely and desperatéytimes, from weakness, his head
drooped and rested on the woolly patd.other times he lifted his head and stared
with swimming eyes at the cocoanut palms that reeled and swung in the shimmering
heat. He was clad in a thin undershirt and a strip of cotton cloth, that wrapped about
his waist and descended to his kne@s. his head was a battered Stetson, known to
thetrade as a BadeRowell. About his middle was strapped a belt, which carried a
large-calibred automatic pistol and several spare clips, loaded and ready for quick
work.

The rear was brought up by a black boy of fourteen or fifteen, who carried medicine
bottles, a pail of hot water, and various other hospital appurtenambey. passed

out of the compound through a small wicker gate, and went on under the blazing sun,
winding about among neylanted cocoanuts that threw no shadibere was not a
breath & wind, and the superheated, stagnant air was heavy with pestilEraa.

the direction they were going arose a wild clamour, as of lost souls wailing and of
men in torment.A long, low shed showed ahead, grasdled and grasthatched,

and it was fronhere that the noise proceeddthere were shrieks and screams, some
unmistakably of grief, others unmistakably of unendurable pasthe white man
drew closer he could hear a low and continuous moaning and groaHmg.
shuddered at the thought of enmig, and for a moment was quite certain that he was
going to faint. For that most dreaded of Solomon Island scourges, dysentery, had
struck Berande plantation, and he was all alone to cope whallsib, he was afflicted
himself.
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By stooping close, stilon manback, he managed to pass through the low
doorway. He took a small bottle from his follower, and sniffed strong ammonia to
clear his senses for the orded.,hen he shouted, AShut u
stilled. A raised platform of forest slabsxdeet wide, with a slight pitch, extended

the full length of the shedAlongside of it was a yard/ide runway. Stretched on

the platform, side by side and crowded close, lay a score of bldblet.they were

low in the order of human life was apparest a glance.They were man

eaters. Their faces were asymmetrical, bestial; their bodies were ugly and ape
like. They wore noseings of clamshell and turtleshell, and from the ends of their
noses which were also pierced, projected horns of beantg sin stiff wire. Their

ears were pierced and distended to accommodate wooden plugs and sticks, pipes,
and all manner of barbaric ornamentibheir faces and bodies were tattooed or
scarred in hideous designk their sickness they wore no clothing,tmven loin

cloths, though they retained their shell armlets, their bead necklaces, and their leather
belts, between which and the skin were thrust naked knivkes.bodies of many

were covered with horrible soreSwarms of flies rose and settled, @vil back and

forth in clouds.

The white man went down the line, dosing each man with medidinesome he
gave chlorodyneHe was forced to concentrate with all his will in order to remember
which of them could stand ipecacuanha, and which of them wesditchionally
unable to retain that powerful drugone who lay dead he ordered to be carried
out. He spoke in the sharp, peremptory manner of a man who would take no
nonsense, and the well men who obeyed his orders scowled malign&mity.
muttered degin his chest as he took the corpse by the fEeé white man exploded

in speech and actiont cost him a painful effort, but his arm shot out, landing a
backhand bl ow on the blackds mout h.

AWhat name you, AMWharta? ® rbu¢eh? khockiseversh g vy
bells out of you, too much, quick!o

With the automatic swiftness of a wild animal the black gathered himself to
spring The anger of a wild animal was i n hi
dropping to the pistol in his beliThe spring was never mad&he tensed body
relaxed, and the black, stooping over the corpse, helped carry iflmgttime there

was no muttering.

ASwine! 0 the white man gritted out thro
Islanders.

He was vensick, this white man, as sick as the black men who lay helpless about
him, and whom he attendedde never knew, each time he entered the festering
shambles, whether or not he would be able to complete the r@undhe did know

in large degree of certaty that, if he ever fainted there in the midst of the blacks,
those who were able would be at his throat like ravening wolves.
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Part way down the line a man was dyirde gave orders for his removal as soon as
he had breathed his lash black stuck hidiead inside the shed door, sayéing,

AFour fella sick too much. o

Fresh cases, still able to walk, they clustered about the spoke3inanvhite man
singled out the weakest, and put him in the place just vacated by the calpse.
he indicated the next eakest, telling him to wait for a place until the next man
died. Then, ordering one of the well men to take a squad from theftieté and
build a leanto addition to the hospital, he continued along the-way,
administering medicine and cracking jekenbéchede-merEnglish to cheer the
sufferers. Now and again, from the far end, a weird wail was raisa&then he
arrived there he found the noise was emitted by a boy who was nofléiekvhite
mands wrath was | mmedi at e.

AWhat name youmei?vwg heudealahna ed.
AHIim fella my brother ibleimohegl ma, di was$ oD

AYou sing out, him fella brother belong
In threatening tonesii | cross too Whatcname aduacsimgyouty o u .
eh? You fathead make um brother belong you die dose up too mMoh. fella

finish singout, savwvee¥ou f el l a no finish sing out

He threatened the wailer with his fist, and the black cowered down, glaring at him
with sullen ges.

ASing out no good Il ittle bi th Yoo ut hneo wshiin
out. You chase um fella fly.Too much strong fella fly.You catch water, washee

brother belong you; washee plenty too much, bime bye brother belong you all
rightt Junp! 0 he shouted fiercely at the end,
of the black with dynamic force that made him jump to the task of brushing the
loathsome swarms of flies away.

Again he rode out into the reeking hebte c | ut c h e decktighnty, abdl a c k 6
drew a long breath; but the dead air seemed to shrivel his lungs, and he dropped his
head and dozed till the house was reacheckery effort of will was torture, yet he

was called upon continually to make efforts of wile gave the blek he had ridden

a nip of tradegin. Viaburi, the houséoy, brought him corrosive sublimate and

water, and he took a thorough antiseptic wadk.dosed himself with chlorodyne,

took his own pulse, smoked a thermometer, and lay back on the couch with a
suppressed groant was midafternoon, and he had completed his third round that

day. He called the houskoy.

ATake um bi g Jésseld ah d oocodkmnad mdegd .
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The boy carried the long telescope out on the veranda, and searched the sea.

A One sfcenlolomer | ong way ROnelléssdd b, 0 he ¢
The white man gave a little gasp of delight.

AYou malésee ufm ve sticks tobacco along vyo

There was silence for a time, during which he waited with eager impatience.

A Maylesesie maybe other fella schooner, 0 ca

The man wormed to the edge of the couch, and slipped off to the floor on his
knees. By means of a chair he drew himself to his fe®till clinging to the chair,
supporting most of his wght on it, he shoved it to the door and out upon the
veranda.The sweat from the exertion streamed down his face and showed through
the undershirt across his shouldekse managed to get into the chair, where he
panted in a state of collapsk a fewminutes he roused himselfhe boy held the

end of the telescope against one of the veranda scantlings, while the man gazed
through it at the seaAt last he picked up the white sails of the schooner and studied
them.

A Ndessie 0 he s ai di Tvheartydatakuld héet | vy .

He changed his seat for a steamer recluaingir. Three hundred feet away the sea
broke in a small surf upon the beacho the left he could see the white line of
breakers that marked the bar of the Balesuna River, and, beyemdgtied outline

of Savo Island.Directly before him, across the twelwaile channel, lay Florida
Island; and, farther to the right, dim in the distance, he could make out portions of
Malaitad the savage island, the abode of murder, and robbery, andaiagd the

place from which his own two hundred plantation hands had been
recruited. Between him and the beach was the egwass fence of the
compound.The gate was ajar, and he sent the hdnageto close it.Within the fence

grew a number of lofty coemut palms.On either side the path that led to the gate
stood two tall flagstaffsThey were reared on artificial mounds of earth that were
ten feet high.The base of each staff was surrounded by short posts, painted white
and connected by heavy chainrshe st affs themselves wer e
topmasts spliced on in true nautical fashion, with shrouds, ratlines, gaffs, and flag
halyards. From the gaff of one, two gay flags hung limply, one a checkerboard of
blue and white squares, the othewrhite pennant centred with a red ditiowas the
international code signal of distress.

On the far corner of the compound fence a hawk broodled.man watched it, and
knew that it was sickHe wondered idly if it felt as bad as he felt, and wasljeeb
amused at the thought of kinship that somehow penetrated his felecyoused
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himself to order the great bell to be rung as a signal for the plantation hands to cease
work and go to their barrackdhen he mounted his mdmorse and made the last
roundof the day.

In the hospital were two new cas€eko these he gave castoit. He congratulated

himself. It had been an easy da@nly three had diedHe inspected the copra

drying that had been going on, and went through the barracks to see if éner@mwy

sick lying hidden and defying his rule of segregatidteturned to the house, he
received the reports ofthebdssoy s and gave instr dlhbeti ons
boat 6s crew boss also he had in, hat o gi\
the whaleboats were hauled up and padlockethis was a most necessary
precaution, for the blacks were in a funk, and a wbalat left lying on the beach in

the evening meant a loss of twenty blacks by morn8igce the blacks were worth

thirty ddlars apiece, or less, according to how much of their time had been worked
out, Berande plantation could ill afford the lod8esides, whakbdoats were not

cheap in the Solomons; and, also, the deaths were daily reducing the working
capital. Seven blacké&ad fled into the bush the week before, and four had dragged
themselves back, helpless from fever, with the report that two more had been killed
andkai-k a iby te hospitable bushmefhe seventh man was still at large, and

was said to be working alorlge coast on the lookout to steal a canoe and get away

to his own island.

Viaburi brought two lighted lanterns to the white man for inspectitée glanced at
them and saw that they were burning brightly with clear, broad flames, and nodded
his head.Onewas hoisted up to the gaff of the flagstaff, and the other was placed
on the wide verandaThey were the leading lights to the Berande anchorage, and
every night in the year they were so inspected and hung out.

He rolled back on his couch with a siglhrefief. The day o6s waArnfle was
lay on the couch beside hinHis revolver was within reach of his handn hour
passed, during which he did not movide lay in a state of hallumber, hal

coma. He became suddenly aler\ creak on the b&cveranda was the causéhe

room was Lshaped; the corner in which stood his couch was dim, but the hanging
lamp in the main part of the room, over the billiard table and just around the corner,
so that it did not shine on him, was burning brightlyk ewise the verandas were

well lighted. He waited without movemeni he creaks were repeated, and he knew
several men lurked outside.

AWhat name?0 he cried sharply.

The house, raised a dozen feet above the ground, shook on its pile foundations to the
rushof retreating footsteps.

ATheyodore gettingSbmedhonhgewmutt éaegeée. to
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The full moon rose over Malaita and shone down on BeraNdéing stirred in the

windless air.From the hospital still proceeded the moaning of the dickhe grass

thatched barracks nearly two hundred wotlbaded maeaters slept off the
weariness of the dayodés toil, though sev
one who cursed the white man who never sl€pt.the four verandas of the sau

the lanterns burnednside, between rifle and revolver, the man himself moaned and
tossed in intervals of troubled sleep.

CHAPTER Il —SOMETHING IS DONE

In the morning David Sheldon decided that he was worsat he was appreciably
weaker there was naloubt, and there were other symptoms that were
unfavourable.He began his rounds looking for troublde wanted troubleln full

health, the strained situation would have been serious enough; but as it was, himself
growing helpless, something had todmne. The blacks were getting more sullen

and defiant, and the appearance of the men the previous night on his Seoaeda

of the gravest of offences on Berad&@as ominous.Sooner or later they would

get him, if he did not get them first, if he did mavice again sear on their dark souls

the flaming mastery of the white man.

He returned to the house disappointddo opportunity had presented itself of
making an example of insolence or insubordinati@uch as had occurred on every
other day since thedkiness smote Berand@&he fact that none had offended was in
itself suspicious.They were growing craftyHe regretted that he had not waited the
night before until the prowlers had enterddhen he might have shot one or two and
given the rest a neve$son, writ in red, for them to coft.was one man against two
hundred, and he was horribly afraid of his sickness overpowering him and leaving
him at their mercy.He saw visions of the blacks taking charge of the plantation,
looting the store, burninidpe buildings, and escaping to Malaitso, one gruesome
vision he caught of his own head, simed and smokeured, ornamenting the canoe
house of a cannibal village&ither theJessienvould have to arrive, or he would have
to do something.

The bellhad hardly rung, sending the labourers into the fields, when Sheldon had a
visitor. He had had the couch taken out on the veranda, and he was lying on it when
the canoes paddled in and hauled out on the beamtty men, armed with spears,

bows and arrog;, and waiclubs, gathered outside the gate of the compound, but only

one enteredThey knew the law of Berande, as every native knew the law of every
white mands compound i n -flang$olomndneThdoheo us an
man who came up theath, Sheldon recognized as Seelee, the chief of Balesuna
village. The savage did not mount the steps, but stood beneath and talked to the
white lord above.

Seelee was more intelligent than the average of his kind, but his intelligence only
emphasized thivwness of that kindHis eyes, close together and small, advertised
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cruelty and craftinessA geestring and a cartridgbelt were all the clothes he
wore. The carved peasdhell ornament that hung from nose to chin and impeded
speech was purely ornantal, as were the holes in his ears mere utilities for carrying
pipe and tobaccoHis brokenfanged teeth were stained black by beta, the juice

of which he spat upon the ground.

As he talked or listened, he made grimaces like a monieysaid yes Y dropping

his eyelids and thrusting his chin forwartHe spoke with childish arrogance
strangely at variance with the subservient position he occupied beneath the
veranda.He, with his many followers, was lord and master of Balesuna villBge.

the whte man, without followers, was lord and master of Beréndg, and on
occasion, singkanded, had made himself lord and master of Balesuna village as
well. Seelee did not like to remember that episddiéad occurred in the course of
learning the nater of white men and of learning to abominate théte. had once

been guilty of sheltering three runaways from Beranidey had given him all they
possessed in return for the shelter and for promised aid in getting away to
Malaita. This had given him a ghpse of a profitable future, in which his village
would serve as the one depot on the underground railway between Berande and
Malaita.

Unfortunately, he was ignorant of the ways of white ménis particular white man
educated him by arriving at his gsasouse in the gray of dawim the first moment

he had felt amusedde was so perfectly safe in the midst of his villaBet the next
moment, and before he could cry out, a
had landed on his mouth, knocgithe cry of alarm back down his thro#tlso, the
white mandés other fi st had caught hi m
interest in what was happeningVhen he came to, he found himself in the white
ma n 0 s -boaham the way to Berandét Berande he had been treated as one of

no consequence, with handcuffs on hands and feet, to say nothing of daiers.

his tribe had returned the three runaways, he was given his freédahiinally, the

terrible white man had fined him and Balesurlage ten thousand cocoanufsiter

that he had sheltered no more runaway Malaita nhestead, he had gone into the
business of catching thenit was safer.Besides, he was paid one case of tobacco
per head.But if he ever got a chance at that whitan, if he ever caught him sick

or stood at his back when he stumbled and fell on atvagé well, there would be

a head that would fetch a price in Malaita.

Sheldon was pleased with what Seelee told hitme seventh man of the last batch

of runaways hd been caught and was even then at the gd&ewas brought in,
heavyfeatured and defiant, his arms bound with cocoanut sennit, the dry blood still
on his body from the struggle with his captors.

AMe savvee you good f el | ahjef g8lmee doereg 0 Sh

guartertumbler of raw tradgin. n Fel | a boy bel ong me you
bit. This fella boy strong fella too mucH.give you fella one case tobacéaony
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word, one case tobaccdhen, you good fella along me, | give you tarfathom
cal i co, one fella knife big fella too m

The tobacco and trade goods were brought from the storeroom by twoelkdoysse

and turned over to the chief of Balesuna village, who accepted the additional reward
with a nonrcommittal grunt and weraway down the path to his canoddnder
Shel dondés di r-leogsthandaufied thehpasonbrohy fiamds and feet,
around one of the pile supports of the houdd. el even o6cl ock, wr
came in from the field, Sheldon had them asseminlgéie compound before the
veranda. Every able man was there, including those who were helping about the
hospital. Even the women and the several pickaninnies of the plantation were lined
up with the rest, two deépa horde of naked savages a trifle untieo hundred
strong. In addition to their ornaments of bead and shell and bone, their pierced ears
and nostrils were burdened with safpips, wire nails, metal hapins, rusty iron
handles of cooking utensils, and the patent keys for opening corettinse Some

wore penknives clasped on their kinky locks for safé. the chest of one a china
doorknob was suspended, on the chest of another the brass wheel of an alarm clock.

Facing them, clinging to the railing of the veranda for support, steoditk white

man. Any one of them could have knocked him over with the blow of a little
finger. Despite his firearms, the gang could have rushed him and delivered that blow,
when his head and the plantation would have been thdamtred and murder and

lust for revenge they possessed to overflowiBgt one thing they lacked, the thing

that he possessed, the flame of mastery that would not quench, that burned fiercely
as ever in the diseasested body, and that was ever ready to flare forth and scorch
and singe them with its ire.

ANar 8d&al y! o Sheldon called sharply.
Two men slunk unwillingly forward and waited.

Sheldon gave the keys of the handcuffs to a hboye who went under the house
and loosed the prisoner.

AfYou f

e N a 1y,datteaum thig telia bdy aldng teee dhd rhake fast,
hands h

| | a

igh up, 0 was Sheldonds command.
While this was being done, slowly, amidst mutterings and restlessness on the part of
the onlookers, one of the houdseys fetched a heavyandled, heawashed

whip. Sheldon began a speech.

AThis fella Arunga, neostalisfellaAdnganng hi m

gammon.Il say, OAI I right, you come &é¢ ong n
say, OAIlIl right, me c¢ o0 meee@meHegatchmenty wo r k

good fellakai-kai, plenty good fella moneyWhat name he run awaye too much
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cross along himl knock what name outa him felld.pay Seelee, big fella master

along Balesuna, one case tobacco catch that fella Arukibaght. Arunga pay that

fella case tobaccaSix pounds that fella Arunga paylle same one year more that

fella Arunga work BerandeAll right. Now he catch ten fella whip three timesou

fella Billy catch whip, give that fella Arunga ten fella thtemes. All fella boys look

see, all fella Marys look see; bime bye, they like run away they think strong fella too
much,norunawayBi | | 'y, strong fella too much te

The houséoy extended the whip to him, but Billy did not take $theldon waited
quietly. The eyes of all the cannibals were fixed upon him in doubt and fear and
eagernesslt was the moment of test, whereby the lone white man was to live or be
lost.

ARTen fella three times, BilHeewasa@taml| don
metallic rasp in his voice.

Billy scowled, looked up and looked down, but did not move.
ABi |l 1l y! o

Shel donds voi ce ex prhecsavagd stdrtedkpleysicallarms st o |
overspread the grotesque features of the audiencéhemredwas a sound of tittering.

RnS6pose you | i ke too much | ash that fel
said M One fell a gover nme Ahatuadekamatv.Mesawee pl e n
um fella | aw. 0

It was the law, and Sheldon knew But he wanted to live this day and the next day
and not to die waiting for the law to operate the next week or the week after.

AToo much tal k al onigWhyaotu ! nodVineet ecimra need? a n g
AMe savvee | aw, 0 the savage repeated st

Astoa! o

=1

Another man stepped forward in almost a sprightly way and glanced insolently
up. Sheldon was selecting the worst characters for the lesson.

AYou fella Astoa, you fella Narada, tie
fella way. o

1

Strong, behéacautioned t hem.

AYou fell a Ast o &lentystkorg big felm too riueh tdn &ellawhiee p .
times.Savvee! o
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~

ANo, 0 Astoa grunted.

Sheldon picked up the rifle that had leaned against the rail, and cocked it.

n | know you, cally.tiora,ud whoe ks aildng Queensl a
AMe fella missionary, o the black interr
ARQueens!l and you s tWhie fejlaamaster aamrefoof ne hdn@ vy e
you. You too much bad fella.Queensland you stop jadix months two fella

time. Two fella time you steal All right, you missionary.You savvee one fella
prayer ?0

-1}

Yes, me savvee prayer, o0 was the reply.

AnAl I right, then you Yousayonafellwprayer Haonn t t i
quick,thenm& i | | you. O

Sheldon held the rifle on him and waitethe black glanced around at his fellows,

but none moved to aid himThey were intent upon the coming spectacle, staring
fascinated at the white man with death in his hands who stood alone on the great
veranda. Sheldon has won, and he knew Astoa changed his weight irresolutely
from one foot to the otherHe looked at the white man, and saw his eyes gleaming
level along the sights.

ARAstoa, 06 Sheldon said, sei zi nigee telae p sy
time. Then | shoot you felladead,gobdy e, al |l finish you. oo

And Sheldon knew that when he had counted three he would drop him in his
tracks. The black knew it, tooThat was why Sheldon did not have to do it, for when
he had counted one, #& reached out his hand and took the wifipd right well
Astoa laid on the whip, angered at his fellows for not supporting him and venting his
anger with every strokeFrom the veranda Sheldon egged him on to strike with
strength, till the two tricedavages screamed and howled while the blood oozed
down their backsThe lesson was being well written in red.

When the last of the gang, including the two howling culprits, had passed out through
the compound gate, Sheldon sank down-faatfting on his cach.

=1

Youbre a sickimasi, okhmagroaned.

=1

But you cannis¢letepo aheeadeedo half an h

CHAPTER Il —THE JESSIE
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Two days passed, and Sheldon felt that he could not grow any weaker and live, much
less make his four daily rods of the hospital.The deaths were averaging four a
day, and there were more new cases than recovefigs. blacks were in a

funk. Each one, when taken sick, seemed to make every effort t@diee down

on their backs they lacked the grit to maké&aggle. They believed they were going

to die, and they did their best to vindicate that belafen those that were well were

sure that it was only a mater of days when the sickness would catch them and carry
them off. And yet, believing this with alodute conviction, they somehow lacked the
nerve to rush the frail wraith of a man with the white skin and escape from the charnel
house by the whalboats. They chose the lingering death they were sure awaited
them, rather than the immediate death thesewery sure would pounce upon them

if they went up against the mastérhat he never slept, they knewhat he could

not be conjured to death, they were equally &utey had tried it.And even the
sickness that was sweeping them off could not kill. him

With the whipping in the compound, discipline had improvétiey cringed under
the iron hand of the white manThey gave their scowls or malignant looks with
averted faces or when his back was turn&tley saved their mutterings for the
barracks at ght, where he could not heaAnd there were no more runaways and
no more nighiprowlers on the veranda.

Dawn of the third day after the whipping brought dhe s swhite Gals in

sight. Eight miles away, it was not till two in the afternoon that ligbt air-fans

enabled her to drop anchor a quarter of a mile off the shidre.sight of her gave

Sheldon fresh courage, and the tedious hours of waiting did not irkHengave his

orders to the bodsoys and made his regular trips to the hosphaithing mattered

now. His troubles were at an enéle could lie down and take care of himself and
proceed to get wellThe Jessiehad arrived.His partner was on board, vigorous and
hearty from six we e Kesdauldrtakecchange hovandgall o n M
would be well with Berande.

Sheldon lay in the steamehair and watched thk e s swhadebaat pull in for the
beach. He wondered why only three sweeps were pulling, and he wondered still
more when, beached, there was so much delay in gettingf the boat.Then he
understood. The three blacks who had been pulling started up the beach with a
stretcher on their shoulders. A white man, whom he recognized as
thed e s scaptif, svalked in front and opened the gate, then dropped behind to
close it. Sheldon knew that it was Hughie Drummond who lay in the stretcher, and
a mist came before his eyedde felt an overwhelming desire to dielhe
disappointment was too gredn his own state of terrible weakness he felt that it
was impossible tgo on with his task of holding Berande plantation tighpped in

his fist. Then the will of him flamed up again, and he directed the blacks to lay the
stretcher beside him on the flooHughie Drummond, whom he had last seen in
health, was an emaciateskeleton. His closed eyes were despnken. The
shrivelled lips had fallen away from the teeth, and the cheeles seemed bursting
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through the skin.Sheldon sent a houd®y for his thermometer and glanced
guestioningly at the captain.

Bl watdt fvw er , 0 t he Galpbai nbesai d.i ke t his
unconsciousAnd webdbve got dWhsatndse rtyh eo nmabtotaerrd . w

Al 6m burying four a day, 0 Shel docharanswe
and inserted the thermometerunder s partner 6s tongue.

Captain Oleson swore blasphemously, and sent a {omysé bring whisky and
soda. Sheldon glanced at the thermometer.

AOne hundred amdPooav &Hu,gdhilee 0sai d.
Captain Oleson offered him some whisky.
ACoul dnoétope hiomkt ooni,t you know, 0 Shel don

He sent for a bodsoy and ordered a grave to be dug, also some of the packieg
to be knocked together into a coffifhe blacks did not get coffinsThey were
buried as they died, being carted on a sheet of gialed iron, in their nakedness,
from the hospital to the hole in the grounidaving given the orders, Sheldon lay
back in his chair with closed eyes.

Altds ben fair hell, sir, o Captain Ol es
whisky. A | t énsfair thel, Mr. Sheldon, | tell you.Contrary winds and

calms. Wed6ve ben driftind allThabewts tkee <In
sharks following us for the tTheykwas weo

snappindé at t he ooomeashowlh emi svet sttarGed a
come along andé blow the Solomons <cl ean

AWe got it ofwater mromtOlwga creekHilledmy casks with it.How
waswetoknowd 6ve fill ed t her e Weaéaddsixtyeeuigsn 6 it
full up; and my crew of fifteenWe 6 ve ben bur yi ndhebebggarmm day
wonot | i v e ,Theyddaerout oftsgiteQnly three of my crew left on its

legs. Five more down.Seven deadOh, hell What 6s t he good of t

AHowny recruits | eft?0 Sheldon asked.
ALostThintywldftf T wenty down, and ten totterin;
Sheldon sighed.

AThat means another Vdedbdviet i oot ttoo tdhet ht
somehowd Viaburi! Hey, you, Viaburi, ring big fellabellstnog f el | a t oo n
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The hands, called in from the fields at that unwonted hour, were split into
detachmentsSome were sent into the woods to cut timber for hdngsens, others

to cutting canggrass for thatching, and forty of them lifted a whateit abwe their
heads and carried it down to the sezheldon had gritted his teeth, pulled his
collapsing soul together, and taken Berande plantation into his fist once more.

AHave you seen the barometer?0 Captain
steps on his way to oversee the disembarkation of the sick.

ANo, 0 Shel dilns aints wka verd? o

Altds going down. O

AThen youdd betntiggrhts loe ema sa bSch&N dvwem smij ruc
the funerall 61 | see to poor Hughie. 0

AA niggeirngvatshe&ilwkcket when | dropped a

The captain made the statement as a simple fact, but obviously waited for a
suggestion.The other felt a sudden wave of irritation rush through him.

ADump him ovédaGreaheGodj echan! aenough you
graves ashore?o

=1

| just wanted to know, that was all , o
Sheldon regretted his childishness.

A Oh, Captain Ofilesonpoo bancaééegdgour way
morrow and lend meahant,y ou candét, send the mate. o

ARIi gHtG 1l ®. c o mMle . mydsodinfs.o hdrget toded yod thres days.
ago. o0

Sheldon watched the e s scap&id go down the path, with waving arms and loud
curses calling upon God to sink the Solomonblext, $heldon noted

the Jessiegolling lazily on the glassy swell, and beyond, in the navést, high over
Florida Island, an alpine chain of damassed cloudsThen he turned to his partner,
calling for boys to carry him into the housBut Hughie Drummonddd reached the

end. His breathing was imperceptibl&y mere touch, Sheldon could ascertain that
the dying mands t e mfmusthave been going dowgwhénn g d
the thermometer registered one hundred and seidenhad burned outSheldon

knelt beside him, the hous®ys grouped around, their white singlets and-&aths
peculiarly at variance with their dark skins and savage countenances, their huge ear
plugs and carved and glistening nos®s. Sheldon tottered to his feet at lasida
half-fell into the steamechair. Oppressive as the heat had been, it was now even
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more oppressivelt was difficult to breatheHe panted for airThe faces and naked
arms of the houskoys were beaded with sweat.

AMarster, 0 onebbffi taeemavenhdrlked, came, s

Sheldon nodded his head but did not lobkuch as he had loved Hughie Drummond,

his death, and the funeral it entailed, seemed an intolerable burden to add to what he
was already sinking undeHe had a fdengd nay, it was a certitudethat all he had

to do was to shut his eyes and let go, and that he would die, sink into immensity of
rest. He knew it; it was very simpleAll he had to do was close his eyes and let go;
for he had reached the stage wherdivesl by will alone. His weary body seemed

torn by the oncoming pangs of dissolutidde was a fool to hang orHe had died

a score of deaths already, and what was the use of prolonging it-szonedeaths
before he really diedNot only was he natfraid to die, but he desired to dielis

weary flesh and weary spirit desired it, and why should the flame of him not go
utterly out?

But his mind that could will life or death, still pulsed oHe saw the two whale
boats land on the beach, and #iek, on stretchers or piegkback, groaning and
wailing, go by in lugubrious processiofle saw the wind making on the clouded
horizon, and thought of the sick in the hospithlere was something waiting his
hand to be done, and it was not in his nataree down and sleep, or die, when any
task remained undone.

The bossboys were called and given their orders to rope down the hospital with its

two additions.He remembered the spare anehbain, new and blaegainted, that

hung under the house susged from the flootbeams, and ordered it to be used on

the hospital as well.Other boys brought the coffin, a grotesque patchwork of
packingcases, and under his directions they laid Hughie Drummond idalf a

dozen boys carried it down the beach,levhie rode on the back of another, his arms
around the blackds neebkok. one hand clutc

While he read the service, the blacks gazed apprehensively at the dark line on the
water, above which rolled and tumbled the racing clouldse first beath of the
wind, faint and silken, tonic with life, fanned through his-tieked body as he
finished reading.Then came the second breath of the wind, an angry gust, as the
shovels worked rapidly, filling in the san®o heavy was the gust that Sheldstiil,

on his feet, seized hold of his mhorse to escape being blown
away. TheJessiewas blotted out, and a strange ominous sound arose as
multitudinous wavelets struck foaming on the bealthwas like the bubbling of
some colossal cauldrorsrom al about could be heard the dull thudding of falling
cocoanuts.The tall, delicatdrunked trees twisted and snapped about like whip
lashes. The air seemed filled with their flying leaves, any one of which, siem
could brain a manThen came the rairg deluge, a straight, horizontal sheet that
poured along like a river, defying gravitatiomhe black, with Sheldon mounted on
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him, plunged ahead into the thick of it, stooping far forward and low to the ground
to avoid being toppled over backward.

A 0 Hee@m@ngoutandfartoi ght , 60 Shel don quoted, as
in the sand and the rainwater trickling down upon the cold clay.

So they fought their way back up the beadte other blacks caught hold of the
manhorse and pulled and tughieThere were among them those whose fondest
desire was to drag the rider in the sand and spring upon him and mash him into
repulsive nothingnessBut the automatic pistol in his belt with its rattling, quick
dealing death, and the automatic, dedfying spirit in the man himself, made them
refrain and buckle down to the task of hauling him to safety through the storm.

Wet through and exhausted, he was nevertheless surprised at the ease with which he
got into a change of clothingThough he was fearfiyl weak, he found himself
actually feeling betterThe disease had spent itself, and the mend had begun.

ANow i f | dondét get the fever, o he said
to taking quinine as soon as he was strong enough to dare.

He cravled out on the verandalhe rain had ceased, but the wind, which had
dwindled to a halgale, was increasingA big sea had sprung up, and the rhileg

breakers, curling up to the ovill two hundred yards from shore, were crashing on

the beach.TheJessievas plunging madly to two anchors, and every second or third

sea broke clear over her boviwo flags were stiffly undulating from the halyards

like squares of flexible sheebn. One was blue, the other redHe knew their

meaning in the Berang®ivate codd i Wh at ar e vy o Bhalllatterspt r uct
t o | an dackedanth@ wall, between the signal locker and the billiard rules,

was the code itself, by which he verified the signal before making an€vethe

flagstaff gaff a boy hoistka white flag over a red, which stooddoiif Run t o Ne a
|l sl and for shelter. o

That Captain Oleson had been expecting this signal was apparent by the celerity with
which the shackles were knocked out of both anchains. He slipped his anchors,
leaving tlem buoyed to be picked up in better weathére Jessieswung off under

her full staysail, then the foresail, douléeefed, was run upShe was away like a
racehorse, clearing Balesuna Shoal with half a el@bigth to spareJust before she
rounded tle point she was swallowed up in a terrific squall that fasbtew the first.

All that night, while squall after squall smote Berande, uprooting trees, overthrowing
coprasheds, and rocking the house on its tall piles, Sheldon sfeptvas unaware

of the commotion.He never wakenedNor did he change his position or dreare
awoke, a new mark-urthermore, he was hungrit.was over a week since food had
passed his lipsHe drank a glass of condensed cream, thinned with water, and by ten
0 0 c | odar&d totake a cup of betefa. He was cheered, also, by the situation in
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the hospital.Despite the storm there had been but one death, and there was only one
fresh case, while half a dozen boys crawled weakly away to the barraeks.
wondered if it vas the wind that was blowing the disease away and cleansing the
pestilential land.

By eleven a messenger arrived from Balesuna village, dispatched by
Seelee.The Jessiehad gone ashore halfay between the village and Neal Islarit.

was not till nightfdl that two of the crew arrived, reporting the drowning of Captain
Oleson and of the one remaining bo&s for theJessie from what they told him
Sheldon could not but conclude that she was a total Fsgher to hearten him, he
was taken by a shiveg fit. In half an hour he was burning upnd he knew that

at least another day must pass before he could undertake even the smallest dose of
quinine. He crawled under a heap of blankets, and a little later found himself
laughing aloud.He had surelyeached the limit of disasteBarring earthquake or
tidal-wave, the worst had already befallen hifthe Flibberty-Gibbetwas certainly

safe in Mboli Pass.Since nothing worse could happen, things simply had to
mend. So it was, shivering under his blaats, that he laughed, until the houmsw®ys,

with heads together, marvelled at the devils that were in him.

CHAPTER IV —JOAN LACKLAND

By the second day of the northwester, Sheldon was in collapse from his Iteast.
taken an unfair advantage of his waékte, and though it was only ordinary malarial
fever, in fortyeight hours it had run him as low as ten days of fever would have done
when he was in conditiorBut the dysentery had been swept away from BeraAde.
score of convalescents lingered in thespital, but they were improving
hourly. There had been but one more déathat of the man whose brother had
wailed over him instead of brushing the flies away.

On the morning of the fourth day of his fever, Sheldon lay on the veranda, gazing
dimly outover the raging ocearnlhe wind was falling, but a mighty sea was still
thundering in on Berande beach, the flying spray reaching in as far as the flagstaff
mounds, the foaming wash creaming against the-gzdes. He had taken thirty
grains of quinineand the drug was buzzing in his ears like a nest of hornets, making
his hands and knees tremble, and causing a sickening palpitation of the
stomach.Once, opening his eyes, he saw what he took to be an hallucinkitodn.

far out, and coming in across thee s sanckotage, he saw awhdleo at 6 s nos
thrust skyward on a smoky crest and disappear naturally, as an actuabwhalet 6 s
nose should disappear, as it slid down the back of thetse&new that no whale

boat should be out there, and he was quétéain no men in the Solomons were mad
enough to be abroad in such a storm.

But the hallucination persisted® minute later, chancing to open his eyes, he saw

the whaleboat, full length, and saw right into it as it rose on the face of a wdege.
saw $ sweeps at work, and in the stern, clearly outlined against the overhanging
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wall of white, a man who stood erect, gigantic, swaying with his weight on the
steeringsweep. This he saw, and an eighth man who crouched in the bow and gazed
shoreward.But what startled Sheldon was the sight of a woman in the-shterets,

between the strokear and the steersmaA.woman she was, for a braid of her hair

was flying, and she was just in the act of recapturing it and stowing it away beneath
ahatthatforat he wor |l d was IPiokwelHi.® own ABade:

The boat disappeared behind the wave, and rose into view on the face of the
following one. Again he looked into it.The men were darkkinned, and larger than
Solomon Islanders, but the woman, he could plaial, svas white Who she was,

and what she was doing there, were thoughts that drifted vaguely through his
consciousnessHe was too sick to be vitally interested, and, besides, he had a half
feeling that it was all a dream; but he noted that the menrestrag on their sweeps,
while the woman and the steersman were intently watching the run of seas behind
them.

AGood boat men, 0o was Sheldondés verdict,
of a huge breaker, the sweeps plying swiftly to keep hdénatrfront of the moving
mountain of water that raced madly for the shdtewas well done.Part full of

water, the boat was flung upon the beach, the men springing out and dragging its
nose to the gatposts. Sheldon had called vainly to the hous®s, who, at the
moment, were dosing the remaining patients in the hospiknew he was unable

to rise up and go down the path to meet the newcomers, so he lay back in the steamer
chair, and watched for ages while they cared for the bdat. woman stod to one

side, her hand resting on the ga@ccasionally surges of sea water washed over her
feet, which he could see were encased in rubbeb@eis. She scrutinized the house
sharply, and for some time she gazed at him steadilfyast, speakinga two of the

men, who turned and followed her, she started up the path.

Sheldon attempted to rise, got half up out of his chair, and fell back helpléssly.
was surprised at the size of the men, who loomed like giants behinBdtarwere
six-footers,and they were heavy in proportiotde had never seen islanders like
them. They were not black like the Solomon Islanders, but light brown; and their
features were larger, more regular, and even handsome.

The woma®d or girl, rather, he decidédwalked alonghe veranda toward himlhe

two men waited at the head of the steps, watching curiolislg.girl was angry; he

could see thatHer gray eyes were flashing, and her lips were quiverirtat she

had a temper, was his thougBut the eyes were strikg. He decided that they were

not gray after all, or, at least, not all graghey were large and wide apart, and they

looked at him from under level brows$ler face was camelike, so clear cut was

it. There were other striking things aboutdéhe cavboy Stetson hat, the heavy

braids of brown hair,andthelofigar r el | ed 38 Col t ds revol\
on her hip.
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APretty hospitality, I must say, 0 was h
your front vyard. o

Aad l beg vy o hestammered, byna,suipreme effort dragging himself to his
feet.

His legs wobbled under him, and with a suffocating sensation he began sinking to
the floor. He was aware of a feeble gratification as he saw solicitude leap into her
eyes; then blackness stadiim, and at the moment of smiting him his thought was
that at last, and for the first time in his life, he had fainted.

The ringing of the big bell aroused hirile opened his eyes and found that he was
on the couch indoorsA glance at the clock toldim that it was six, and from the
direction the sunds rays streamatlirsti nt o
he puzzled over something untoward he was sure had happEmea.on the wall

he saw a Stetson hat hanging, and beneath it a fuildcgrbelt and a longparrelled

38 Col t 0 sTherslendar birtheof the belt told its feminine story, and he
remembered the whal@at of the day before and the gray eyes that flashed beneath
the level brows.She it must have been who had just rthmgbell. The cares of the
plantation rushed upon him, and he sat up in bed, clutching at the wall for support as
the mosquito screen lurched dizzily around hide was still sitting there, holding

on, with eyes closed, striving to master his giddinebgn he heard her voice.

AYoudll Iie right down again, sir, o she

It was sharply imperative, a voice used to commafdthe same time one hand
pressed him back toward the pillow while the other caught him from behind and
eased him down.

Ai'Youod v ancobseieus for twenty our hour s now, 0 she we
taken chargeWh e n | say the word vyouNoWwlwhaget u|]
medicine do you také?quinine? Here are ten grainsT h at 6 sY oruiog hl't .ma k e
good patient. o

=1

My daamema he began.

AYou musndt speak, 0 sheOthéeewrseptedouft
ABut thedol antation

ARA dead man i s of Domousegoan wa nmpe? Myot kthioa
vanity is hurt. Here am I, just through my firshgpwreck; and here are you, not the

least bit curious, talking about your miserable plantatra n 6t you see t
just bursting to tell somebody, anybody
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He smiled; it was the first time in weeké&nd he smiled, not so much what she
said, as at the way she said the whimsical expression of her face, the laughter in
her eyes, and the several tiny lines of humour that drew in at the coHemsas
curiously wondering as to what her age was, as he said aloud:

AYes, pledds aeneq

AThat ©Bnwitl howot she retorfiledl | wfiitmdasad
to tell my story to who does not have to be askAtko, | want information. |

managed to find out what time to ring the bell to turn the hands to, and #iaiut

all. | donot under stand t he rWhattinceudb theys s p e
knock off?0

=1

At &lgovem again at one. o0

~

AThat wi |l | Ahdnow, whera dokyoukermthe key to the provisions?
want to feed my men. o

AYour mgaspéddi Ome t i n n Hal nogLetohdns do out and eat with
my boys. 0

Her eyes flashed as on the day before, and he saw again the imperative expression
on her face.

AThat I wononen | mye mee@eemr eut to your mi
watched them eat. Faugh! Potatoes! Nothing but potatoes! No

salt! Nothing! Only potatoes!l may have been mistaken, but I thought | understood

them to say that that was all they ever got to &ato meals a day and every day in

the week?0

He nodded.

A Wemy , men woul dndét stand that f Merea si n
I's the key?0

AHangi ng o#ototkatunadleat tdhe cl ock. O

He gave it easily enough, but as she was reaching down the key she heard him say:
AFancy niggemraevianidons .nomed

This time she really was angryhe blood was in her cheeks as she turned on him.
AMy men ar e Timeosbonen yog gnderstand that the better for our

acquaintanceAs f or the tinned goPldsasd o dndtay
about that.Worry is not good for you in your conditodnd | wonodot stay
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than | have td just long enough to get you on your feet, and not go away with the
feeling of having deserted a white man.

AYoudbre American, e@tlyendt you?0 he asked

The question disconcerted her for the moment.

N

Yes, 0 she vouchsafiwhy?aoai th a defiant |

N

Not hli nnge.r el y thought so. 0

N

Anything further?0

He shook his head.

AWhy?0 he asked.

A Oh, n bthobght yay might have something pleasardtay . 0

AMy name i s Shel don, David Sheldon, 0 he
thin hand.

Her hand started out impulsively, then checkédMy name i1 s Lackl

Lack| &helandoventouti And | et us be friends. 0

Alt coul disdt hkee boetghaenr W ame | vy .

AAnd | can feed my men all the tinned ¢
ATill the cows come home, 0 he answered,
At hat 1 s,Yotuo sBeeer amed edondt have any cows

She fixed him oldly with her eyes.
Als that a joke?0 she demanded.

Al real |l yldodo ntéhto ukgnhotw i t was, but then,

AYoudbre English, arendét you?0 was her n
ANow thatds too much, @Yen koowawsl tkem
|l am. o

AOh, 0 she said absently, Athen you are?

He frowned, tightened his lips, then burst into laughter, in which she joined.
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6s my own f &@dl ts,hto ul e ndd niflfbdsixeeldra ictaa ke
future. o

Aln the meantg,meamd lol |l asisjlebre arytbingtyoub r e a |
would fancy?09

He shook his head.

Alt will do you Youwfewrhasburnedout, andoyouare maretyg .
weak. Wait a moment . O

She hurried out of the room in the direction of kitehen, tripped at the door in a
pair of sandals several sizes too large for her feet, and disappeared in rosy confusion.

ABy Jove, those are my @Sameadgisr o hasnhndbo
wear except what she landed on the beach inslh@dertainly landedinséao ot s . 0

CHAPTER V—SHE WOULD A PLANTER BE

Sheldon mended rapidlyThe fever had burned out, and there was nothing for him

to do but gather strengtlloan had taken the cook in hand, and for the first time, as
Sheldonremarked, he chop at Ber andWithheaevnhahdst e m
Joan prepared the sick manés food, and
he was able, after two days, to totter feebly out upon the verdrua.situation

struck him as strange, asttanger still was the fact that it did not seem strange to

the girl at all. She had settled down and taken charge of the household as a matter of
course, as if he were her father, or brother, or as if she were a man like himself.

Al t 1 s j uslt ftooro adneyltihgihntgfl, © s el aksua egad
romance.Here | come along out of the sea and find a sick man all alone with two
hundred slaves 0

ARecrui ts, @& Cloent a arcrt Ehdytaebub anly threesyears, and they
aref ree agents when they enter upon their

AYes, yes, 0o 08 A sick manralorie evith tww inundred recruits on a
cannibalislandt hey are cannObailis,iarehbttahky8

Tal k! 0 he séaidpswit nthatfMoshef imeboys ard frona
he bush, and every bushman is a cannib

—

But not after tSuewyllyecdrme rmegrsuiytosu? ha
ui lty. o

Q

Theydd eat you if the chance afforded.

=1
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AAre you just sayimgadoy d&motwlP@orsyhh,e ars k
Al know. O
A Wh yhat makes you thinksoYour own men here?o0

AYes, my own me n -bbys,the cooktthatet the presgnt romens e
Is making such delicious rolls, thanks to ydot more than three months ago eleven

of them sneaked a whalmat and ran for MalaitaNine of them belonged to
Malaita. Two were bushmen from San Cristovdlhey were foold the two from

San Cristoval, | mean; so would any two Malaita men be who trusted themselves in
aboatwithninefrom3$a Cr i st oval . o

-1}

Yes?0 she atshed whgerhgppened?o0

~

AThe nine Mal aita men ate the two from
are too valuable for mere eatinghey stowed them away in the stdogker till they
landed.And thosetwobads are now in some bush vil

She clapped her hands and her eyes sparkied. h ey ar e real ly
cannibals! And just think, this is the twentieth centunpind | thought romance and
adventure were fossilized!o

He looked aher with mild amusement.

AWhat is the matter now?0 she queried.

-1

Oh, nothing, only I dondét fancy being
omantic. O

-

ANo, of course mBut ot eshbeadmobnhnged.hem,
directing themtwo hundred of them, and to escape being eaten bydthbat, at
|l east, 1 f 1t 1snb6bt romanti c,Andaslverdtueer t ai n
and romance are allied, you know. 0
ABy the same token, to go i nttessermeohi gge

adventure, o he retorted.

~

Al dondét think you have anYouodoOmeangesind
sombre and sordid like the business menathdme.d on 6t know why vy
all. You should be at home placidly vegetatingasalbk e r 6 S odlber Kk or

1

A shopkeeperodés assistant, thank you. o

1

YesaythmytWhat under the sun are you doi
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N

Earning my bread and butter, trying to

~

AoOBY the bitter r oa dErethdwin tyhearth ghé sadde ofn mu
his own, 6 Whhye guottehda.t i sndt roTmhamkt i c,
of all the younger sons out over the world, on a myriad of adventures winning to
those same hearths and saddisd here you are ithe thick of it, doing it, and here

am | in the thick of i1t, doing it.o
Adl beg pardon, 0 he dr awl ed.

AWel |, |l 6m a younge daughter, t hen, O
sadd®dl havendot anyhad Om angthasgsfagr on
you are.o

Aln your case, then, 10l admit there i

He could not help but think of the preceding nights, and of her sleeping in the
hammock on the veranda, under mosquito curtains, her bodyguard of Tahitian sailors
strached out at the far corner of the veranda within ddi had been too helpless

to resist, but now he resolved she should have his couch inside while he would take
the hammock.

AYou see, I had read and dr eamedihlabtout
| never, in my wildest fancies, thought that | should live lt. was all so
unexpectedTwo years ago | t hought t he&hee was
faltered, and maderaoueof distastei We |l | , t he only thing th
tome, was marriage. 0

=1

And you preferred a-bednrmiob dle isulgeg easr k& O
Al didndt think of thleekanwababl isseul b

~

AYou woul dndét dare use t heOrr,eovonovteirng ftt
inher eyes, Aifowedd ,ditdd Wthsd Jatnyttho ng. o

She started up suddenly to enter the hottkeknew she was going for her revolver.
ANever mind, 0 héeVhadi c¢,anilyeorue @ miine. it ?
AShoot the bthadk aafdfs.ywour f 1l ag

He smiledhis unbelief.

Al dondét know the gun, 0 she said dubi ou

Altdéds a light trigger rnadw yfoiunae.omot hav
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AYes, yes, 0 s hefils pkonkoew i@niyyaghm sghent ttiesy get
howonl y | dond8helkokadatitgnamemt.8 1 © 6 s Istoecclae d .
cartridge in the chamber ?0

She fired, and the block remained intact.
Altds a | ong shot, o he said, with the i

But she bit her lip and fired agaihe bullet emitted a sharp shriek as ibdbetted

into space.The metal block rattled back and fortAgain and again she fired, till
the clip was emptied of its eight cartridgeSix of them were hitsThe block still
swayed at the ga#nd, but it was battered out of all usefulneSheldom was
astonishedlIt was better than he or even Hughie Drummond could have ddree.
women he had known, when they sporadically fired a rifle or revolver, usually
shrieked, shut their eyes, and blazed away into space.

AThat 6s real | yorg oa dw osnheorid,Y® unhge nd i dni §s ed
and it was a strange weapon.o

ABut I canot make out thdaThwo gmns sveog ||
beautifully, too.Gi ve me another c¢clip and 1061 I h

wi sh. o

Al dobtd.tNodvo u 6| | have Viaburiy ldere yau fellaecatchb | o ¢ k
one fella block along storeroom. o

Al 611l wager you cano6ot do it eight out o
ANo fear of my takiimWha ttyeong btowabobt 80 a

A Oh, my father, at fir stHewasmdhdttDadeIn Von
mean, though Von was splendid, too. o0

Sheldon wondered secretly who Von was, and he speculated as to whether it was
Von who two years previously had led her tdidaee that nothing remained for her
but matrimony.

AWhat part of the UnitediGhiadeaego iscr yWwa
or somewhere outtherePou know you havendt t &l d me
that | know is that you are MissJoanLackid fr om anywhere. 0O

=1

Youbd have to go farther west to find

Ah, | dNemadaé e

=1

She shook her head.
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ACal i fornia??o

AStill farther west. o

Alt candét be, or else |1 o6ve forgotten my
Altés your poliiDoigcést, or esmheembl earu gbhAendn.e x at i
AThe Philippines!o he cried triumphantl
ANo, Hlavasaborm therelt is a beautiful landMy , | 6dm al most ho
it already. No t t hat I h a vveas i NewbYerk whenatleacsash

came. But | do thinkit is the sweetest spotoned@thla wa i i , | mean. 0

AThen what wunder the sun afroer syaokue nd op Inagc
asked.nOnly fools come here, 0 he added bit
ANi el sen wasnot a f olcAls, |wauwsn dheer stireastde
millions here. o

AOnly too true, and that fact I s respon

nAnd for me, nDad, e
di

ahd ahbodt him in th
startedOnl y poor Dad I dno

t get here. o
A Heyourfathed di ed? 0 he faltered.
She nodded,ral her eyes grew soft and moist.

Al mi ght as well ISlee diftedh herahtad with @ praud girioh ni n
dismissing sadness, after, the manner of a woman qualified to wear aBadelh
andalongparrel | dd @akt ® ®Trhnadadhe iskhindl obHawadi

the biggest and best in the whole groupyvas brought up the way most girls in

Hawaii are brought upThey live in the open, and they know how to ride and swim

before they know what sittimessixis. As f or me, Iwhenafmsbgot r e me
on a horse nor when | learnedtoswilhh at came bef Dadewnedy A B
cattle ranches on Hawaii and Maubig ones, for the islandsHokuna had two

hundred thousand acres alorieextended in between Mauna Koa and Mauna Loa,

ard it was there | learned to shoot goats and wild ca@e.Molokai they have big

spotted deerVon was the manager of Hokundle had two daughters about my own

age, and | always spent the hot season there, and, once, a whol€éhgé#rree of

us werelike Indians. Not that we ran wild, exactly, but that we were wild to run

wild. There were always the governesses, you know, and lessons, and sewing, and
housekeeping; but 1 om afraid we were to
horses or of dde drives.
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AVon had been i n the aogmrandthepwere bdihasttrn wa s
disciplinarians; only the two girls had no mother, and neither had I, and they were
two men after all. They spoiled us terriblyYou see, they vesj dnot
and they made chums out ofdusvhen our tasks were don&Ve had to learn to do
everything about the house twice as well as the native servant§ dithitwas so

that we should know how to manage some dayd we always made the cocktails,

which wagoo holy a rite for any servanthen, too, we were never allowed anything

we could not take care of ourselve®f course the cowboys always roped and
saddled our horses, but we had to be able ourselves to go out in the paddock and rope
our horsed 0

1]

Whdoyoumeanbype? 6 Shel don asked.

ATo | ari at t hAmdDad anadVoh tenmedsus in thelrsaddiing and made

a most rigid examination of the result.was the same way with our revolvers and

rifles. The houseéboys always cleaned them an@égsed them; but we had to learn

how in order to see that they did it properore than once, at first, one or the other

of us had our rifles taken away for a week just because of a tiny speck difeist.

had to know how to build fires in the drivingimatoo, out of wet wood, when we
camped out, which was the hardest thing @ &kcept grammar, | do believ§Ve

learned more from Dad and Von than from the governesses; Dad taught us French
and Von GermanWe learned both languages passably well, aadearned them

wholly in the saddle or in camp.

Aln the cool season the girls used to c¢
two houses, one at the beach, or the three of us used to go down to our place in Puna,
and that meant canoes and boats asdinfg and swimming.Then, too, Dad
belonged to the Royal Hawaiian Yacht Club, and took us racing and crui3aw.

could never get away from the sea, you kndawh e n | was fourteen
actual housekeeper, with entire power over the servant$aandery proud of that

period of my life. And when | was sixteen we three girls were all sent up to
California to Mills Seminary, which was quite fashionable and stiflikigw we

used to long for homeWe di dndét chum with tsHitde ot he!
cannibals, just because we came from the Sandwich Islands, and who made invidious
remarks about our ancestors banqueting on CaptaindCabich was historically
untrue, and, besi des, our ancestors had

Al was t hr e 8emiynayawith tripg hom&] ioflcdurse, and two years in
New York; and then Dad went smash in a sugar plantation on Mauwai.report of

the engineers had not been righithen Dad had built a railroad that was called
OLackl!l andi wil gay ultimgilyd though. But it contributed to the
smash. The Pelaulau Ditch was the finishing blowvAnd nothing would have
happened anyway, I f it hadndt bddeean for
good Dad! He never let me knowBut | read about the crasn a newspaper, and
hurried home.It was before that, though, that people had been dinging into my ears
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that marriage was all any woman could get out of life, and -yedto

romancel nstead of which, with Dadds failur
Adw | ong ago was that?06 Sheldon asked.
ALas®theayear of the panic. 0

ALet me see, 0 Shel don @\AdEN kdreeech wil tubs dn v

equals twentwo. You wer e born in 1887720
AYes; but it is not nice of you.o
Al amsoeakhlp he said, fAbut the problem

ACandt you eveOr siasy inti ctehea hwalpesewwasa En g |

snap in her gray eyes, and her lips quivered suspiciously for a mofnént. s hou |l d
recommend, Mr. Sheldon, thatyouread Gt r ude At hertonds O6AN
English Husbands. 00

AThank youl,t 0ls Ioa&\eke. pdintee atethe dgenerously filled
bookshelvesi But | am afraid it is rather par:

AAnyt hEmgl iusrh i s boundilt o elvikeddhdnBxiylsh r et o
anyway. The last one | knew was an overseBrad was compelled to discharge
hi m. o

AfnOne swall ow doesnot make a summer . o0

ABut that EnglishéteeMadendwt sl @edse roarb
any more absurd than | already am. o

Al dm trying not to. o

A Oh, f or 0 © Blettossedaherthead, opened her mouth to complete the
retort, then changed her mind.1 s hal | g 0 o Dad had précticaly hi s
nothing left, and he decided to returntothe ddee 6 d al wawsl lHalbved
believe that he was glad things had happened as theydiavas like a boy again,

busy with plans and preparations from morning till nigHe used to sit up half the

night talking things over with meThat was after | had shown him thawvés really

resolved to go along.

AHe had made his st ar td,peaysand pdarhshédlland i n t |
he was sure that more fortunes, in trove of one sort and another, were to be picked
up. Cocoanufplanting was his particular idea, with tradirend maybe pearling,

along with other things, until the plantation should come into beaHegiraded off

his yacht for a schooner, thiélé, and away we went.took care of him and studied
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navigation. He was his own skippeWe had a Danish mat®jr. Ericson, and a
mixed crew of Japanese and Hawaiialée went up and down the Line Islands,
first, until Dad was heartsickeverything was changed:hey had been annexed and
divided by one power or another, while big companies had stepped in arlddyobb
land, trading rights, fishing rights, everything.

ANext we s ai | e dlhdyware beantéul, Mtahe gativesswers nearly
extinct. Dad was cut up when he learned that the French charged an export duty on
coprad he called it medieval but heliked the land. There was a valley of fifteen
thousand acres on Nukdva, half inclosing a perfect anchorage, which he fell in

love with and bought for twelve hundred Chili dollaBut the French taxation was
outrageous (that was why the land wasseap), and, worst of all, we could obtain

no labourWhat kanakas there were wouldnodot w
up nights thinking out new obstacles to put in our way.

ASi x mont hs wa sTheesiuatiorgwas Hopelese.Wa @ | Ithego t o
Sol omons, 6 he said, O0aAndiftigestare ao opehingg f o f
there wedll go on tdo otlhe wBigemandhle Adaomhir
c i v i |All prepdrations were made, things packed on board, and a new crew of
Marquesans and Tahitians shipp&tle were just ready to start to Tahiti, where a lot

of repairs and refitting for thiliélé were necessary, when poor Dad came down sick
and died. o

AAnd you were |l eft all alone?90
Joan nodded.

AVery mucthadnabbod meer s nor sisters, and all
in a Kansas cloutdurst. That happened when he was a little b®f.course, | could
gobacktoVonTher eds al ways a hoBuewhyshaudé wai
go?Besi des, t h er eanduddelt that iDdewblGesl uppn nee ioscarry

them out. It seemed a fine thing to d&lso, | wanted to carry them ouAnd . . .

here | am.

ARTake my advice anldis alevelg placegand soare Tha hi t i
natives. But the white peopleNow Barabbas lived in TahitiThieves, robbers, and

lairsd thatiswhattheyareT he honest men woul dndét requ
to count. The fact that | was a woman only simplified matters with thd@rey

robbed me on every pretext, and thieg lwithout pretext or need?oor Mr. Ericson

was corruptedHe |j oined the robbers, and O. K. o
thousand per centf they robbed me of ten francs, his share was th@mee bill of

fifteen hundred francs | paid, netted hilve hundred francsAll this, of course, |

learned afterwardBut theMiéléwas old, the repairs had to be made, and | was
charged, not three prices, but seven prices.
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A | never shall k now h o e lived ashorebnraincetyon g
furnished houseThe shipwrights were giving it to him refree. Fruit, vegetables,

fish, meat, and ice came to this house every day, and he paid for nond ofas

part of his graft from the various merchangsd all the while, with tears in his ey,

he bemoaned the vile treatment | was receiving from the giling.l did not fall

among thievesl went to Tahiti.

ABut when the robbers fell to cheating
affairs. One of the robbed robbers came to afier dark, with facts, figures, and
assertions.l knew | was ruined if | went to lawThe judges were corrupt like
everything elseBut | did do one thingl n t he dead of night |
house. | had the same r evoldehenrstayio ved whgeodt n o
overhauled thingsNineteen hundred and odd francs was what | carried away with

me. He never complained to the police, and he never came back on Fsafdr

the rest of the gang, they laughed and snapped their fingers athee were two
Americans in the place, and they warned me to leave the law alone unless | wanted

to leave theMiélé behind as well.

AThen | sent to New Zeldé amadaadmagstenmad
and was on t he s butpwas a beteepnavigator than heg anglt a i r
was really captain myself.| | ost her, t oo, but It O

seamanship.We were drifting four days outside there in dead califisen the

nor owester caught us §&amwmadedsal@anddrieducsclew n t h
off, when the rotten work of the Tahiti shipwrights became manifest. jib-boom

and all our headtays carried awayOur only chance was to turn and run through

the passage between Florida and YsaBald when we were safelrough, in the

twilight, where the chart shows fourteen fathoms as the shoalest water, we smashed
on a coral patchThe poor oldViélé struck only once, and then went clear; but it

was too much for her, and we just had time to clear away in the boatsivbevent

down. The German mate was drowned/e lay all night to a sedrag, and next
morning sighted your place here. o

Al suppose you will go back to Von, now

ANot hi ng [Qadplannedkto go  the Solomonshall look alout for some
land and start a small plantatioRo you know any good land around heileh e a p ? 0

ABy George, you Yankees are remaikabl e
hould never have dreamed of such a ven

(7))

Adventure, 0 Joan corrected hi m.

1

Ahat 6 Hadvantgré it s, And i f youbdbd gone ashore
Guadal canar yka-k & doogtagoy aongbwathe your noble Tahitian
sail ors. o
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Joan shuddered.

~

ATo tell t he truth, o she confessed, A
Guadalcanarl read in the 6Sailing Directions.
hostile. Some day | should like to go to MalaitA.r e t her e any pl ant

AfNot None.a white trader even. o

AThen | shall go osvoemre otni mae .rotecr ui ti ng v

-1

| mpossiblel!dal 8hekdoo ofiaee. for a woman
Al shall go just the same, 0 she repeate
ABut dmespecting ivdmah O

ARBe careful , ofils hseh aMalr nead shame day, and
the names you have callecem 0

CHAPTER VI —TEMPEST

It was the first time Sheldon had been at close quarters with an American girl, and

he would have wondered if all American girls were like Joan Lackland had he not

had wit enough to realize that she was not at all typiesr quick mind and
changing moosl bewildered him, while her outlook on life was so different from
what he conceived a womano6és outl ook sho
sixes and sevens with heHe could never anticipate what she would say or do

next. Of only one thing wabke sure, and that was that whatever she said or did was
bound to be unexpected and unsuspecidikere seemed, too, something almost
hysterical in her makap. Her temper was quick and stormy, and she relied too
much on herself and too little on him, whidid not approximate at all to his ideal

of womands conduct kehassumpion ofequalitywaith himr o un
was disconcerting, and at times he fahsciously resented the impudence and
bizarreness of her intrusion upon @imisingoutofthes ea i n a howl i ng
fresh from poking her revolver under Er
Polynesian sailors, and settling down in Berande like any shipwrecked s$ail@s

allon a par with herBadéaowel | and the | ong 38 Colto

At any rate, she did not look the pa&nd that was what he could not forgivelad

she been shettaired, heawawed, largemuscled, harditten, and utterly unlovely

in every way, all would have been welhstead of which she was hopelessly and
deliciously feminine.Her hair worried him, it was so generously beautifuhd she

was so slenderly and prettily the wordathe girl, rathed that it cut him like a knife

to see her, with quick, comprehensive eyes and sharply imperative voice, superintend
the launching of the whalkoat through the surfln imagination he could see her
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roping a horse, and it always made him shudddren, too, she was so many
sided. Her knowledge of literature and art surprised him, while deep down was the
feeling that a gl who knew such things had no right to know how to rig tackles,
heave up anchors, and sail schooners around the SouthSeeaghings in her brain
were like so many oaths on her lip&/hile for such a girl to insist that she was going
on a recruitingcruise around Malaita was positive sgdfcrilege.

He always perturbedly harked back to her femininen&® could play the piano

far better than his sisters at home, and with far finer appredatlom piano that

poor Hughie had so heroically laboureder to keep in conditionAnd when she
strummed the guitar and sang liquid, velvety Hawdhnalas he sat entranced.hen

she was all woman, and the magic of sex kidnapped the irritations of the day and
made him forget the big revolver, the Bad@owel, and all the restBut what right,

the next thought in his brain would whisper, had such a girl to swagger around like
a man and exult that adventure was not de&d@man that adventured were
adventuresses, and the connotation was not Eesides, hevas not enamoured of
adventure.Not since he was a boy had it appealed tochthough it would have
driven him hard to explain what had brought him from England to the Solomons if it
had not been adventure.

Sheldon certainly was not happyhe unconventinal state of affairs was too much
for his conservative disposition and trainingerande, inhabited by one lone white
man, was no place for Joan Lacklandet he racked his brain for a way out, and
even talked it over with hern the first place, theteamer from Australia was not
due for three weeks.

AOne thing is evident: yiolud |ldlonnda4boaitahne wr
tomorrow and go over to Tulagi . o
ABut as | told you bef dirThertehats The iompeo

Resident Commissioner is away in Australiehem is only one white man, a third
assistant understrapper andsao® a common sailor.He is in charge of the
government of the Solomons, to say nothing of a hundred or so rdggers
prisoners. Besides, has such a fool that he would fine you five pounds for not
having entered at Tulagi, which is the port of entry, you knble.is not a nice man,
and, | repeat, it is impossible.o

AThere I s Guvutu, 0 she suggested.
He shook his head.

ATher eds nufevenanddivewhite mea whHo are drinking themselves to
death.I coul dndét permit it.o
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AOh thank you, l sdee s sdaydd Vehurilsstougy along o
Noa Noah, speak o&m come along me. 0

Noa Noah was her head sailor, who had beetshain of théMiélé.

AWhere are you goi ng ?0i V] haebfumrwi nls tas ik .ea i n
ATo Gaivmmedi ately, 0 was her reply.

ABut | wondét permit it.o

AThat I s wh You bkaid & wncegbefor& gnd it is something | cannot
brook. o

ﬁWhaHé?\/\@SbewiIderedbyhersuddenang“erl.f | have ofofendec
0

AViaburi, you fetch Oom one fella Noa No

The black boy started to obey.

AVi abYwrui 'no stop | b r e aAkd nownMissd.acklandyle | o n g
insis® you must explainwhat have | said or done to
AYou have presuméed, you have dared

She choked and swallowed, and could not go on.

Sheldon looked the picture of despair.

Al confess my head i s goilinfg yaooolyoedu lwd t
explicit.o
RnAs explicit as you were when you told

Guvutu?o

ABut whatdés wrong with that?o

~

ABut you 1Baowmanhhotherrightgortell me what he will permit or not
permit. | 6 m t oo oduatdiah, oor didd sa# all the way to the Solomons to
find one. 0

ARA gentleman i s every womandés guardian.

AWel l , | 6m ndotth aet vé&dryga kindly mlw me to send your boy
for Noa Noah?l wish him to launch the whaleoat. Or shalllgomy s el f f or h
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Both were now on their feet, she with flushed cheeks and angry eyes, he, puzzled,
vexed, and alarmedlhe black boy stood like a statua plumblack statué taking

no interest in the transactions of these incomprehensible whites, borinyeaith

calm eyes of a certain bush village high on the jungle slopes of Malaita, with blue
smoke curling up from the grass houses against the gray background of an oncoming
mountainsquall.

-1

But you wonoét da éarey tblkeigmgh.so f ool i sh

1]

Thereagaungo she cried.

A | di dndét mean it t hatHe wasgpeakiagnsiwlyyanodu Kk n
gravely. i And t hat ot her t hdiitnig only & manher of o t p
speaking.Of course | am not your guardiaiou know you can go to Guvutu iby

wantditoodo to the devil, 0 heOmlay, all molsdultc
regret it, that is allLAnd | am very sorry that | should have said anything that hurt
youu.Re me mber , I am an Englishman. o

Joan smiled and sat down again.

APer hapsbéemakwast yiil Yo s heea,dmi tamdilfnt ol er
you only knew how | have been compelled to fight for my freedkims.a sore point

with me, this being told what | am to do or not do by you-seifstituted lords of
creation:Viaburi | You stop along kittcherN o br i ng 6dnind\hova MiNo a h .
Sheldon, whatamltodoYou dondot want me her e, and
any place for me to go. o

AThat I our beinfy erecked here has been a godsend tolmeas very
londy and very sick.| really am not certain whether or not | should have pulled
through had you not happened alorgut that is not the pointPersonally, purely
selfishly personally, | should be sorry to see you §aoit | am not considering
myself. | am considering youltd it is hardly the proper thing, you knowf. | were
married if there were some woman of your own race &dpet as it i§ 0

She threw up her hands in mock despair.

Al cannot fol ibw pae, br ehée hsagnodidthenext | me
breath you tell me there is no place to go and that you will not permit me W'lyat.
i's a poor girl to do?0

AThat 6s the trouble, 0 he said hel pl ess|

AAnd the situation annoys you. oo

1

Only for your sake. o

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

AThen | et me dDatellmg ypuwthar it dbes ot annmoy rme adall

except for the row you are making aboutlit. never all ow what ca
annoy me.There is no use in fighting the inevitabldere is the situationYou are
here.lamherel canoéterglyyordowrnreascbun¥ ou certainly

elsewhere and leave me here alone with a whole plantation and two hundred woolly
cannibals on my handS herefore you stay, and | stalt.is very simple.Also, it is
adventure And furthermore,youneen 6 t wo r r ylair oot mayiraoniallg e | f .
inclined. | came to the Solomons for a planta

Sheldon flushed, but remained silent.

~

n | know what you ar e tihlfihraki ng, ol swheer el aa
wring my neck for me.And | deserve it, tool 6 m s ol ogglt nat tp keep on
hurting your feelings.o

Al 6m afrai d | rat her invite 1t, o0 he sai

A | have it , oilLsehned amen oau ngcaendg.-day.fl oild@arb ub oy
grass house for myself over in the far corner of the compbwmdoiles, of coursel

can move intenight. I 6 | | b e c¢ o mfThe Takatibns ean lkeep dn ancadr e .
watch just as aboard shijgknd t hen |1 01|l stlagktyrncd ®@d dn utu
the kitchen end of your household and give you some decent food fanekinally,

I wonoét 1| isten 1koowalhhatyaoufare gomgito saypandoodfee st s .
your giving the bungalow up to me and building a grass house for Youfsel |

wonot WNaeumay as well consider everything settl€dn the other hand, if

you donot agree, I wi | | go across the
village for myself and my sailors, whom | shall send in the whak to Guvtu for
provisions,And now | want you to teach me bil

CHAPTER VII —A HARD-BITTEN GANG

Joan took hold of the household with no uncertain grip, revolutionizing things till
Sheldon hardly recognized the pladeor the first time the bungalow wakan and

orderly. No longer the houskoys loafed and did as little as they could; while the
cook complained that Ahead belong him w
course in cookery which she put him throudyor did Sheldon escape being roundly
lectured for his laziness in eating nothing but tinned provisi@ise called him a

muddler and a slouch, and other invidious names, for his slackness and his disregard

of healthful food.

She sent her whaleoat down the coast twenty miles for limes amdnges, and
wanted to know scathingly why said fruits had not long since been planted at
Berande, while he was beneath contempt because there was no kitchen
garden. Mummy apples, which he had regarded as weeds, under her guidance
appeared as appetizingelkfast fruit, and, at dinner, were metamorphosed into
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puddings that elicited his unqualified admiratiddananas, foraged from the bush,
were served, cooked and raw, a dozen different ways, each one of which he declared
was better than any othe®he @ her sailors dynamited fish daily, while the Balesuna
natives were paid tobacco for bringing in oysters from the mangrove swaigps.
achievements with cocoanuts were a revelat®he taught the cook how to make
yeast from the milk, that, in turn, rai$ light and airy breadFrom the tiptop heart

of the tree she concocted a delicious sakhm the milk and the meat of the nut

she made various sauces and dressings, sweet and sour, that were served, according
to preparation, with dishes that randieam fish to pudding.She taught Sheldon the
superiority of cocoanut cream over condensed cream, for use in cbftea.the old

and sprouting nuts she took the solid, spongy centres and turned them into
salads.Her forte seemed to be salads, and stenahed him with the deliciousness

of a salad made from young bamboo sho®dd tomatoes, which had gone to seed

or been remorselessly hoed out from the beginning of Berande, were foraged for
salads, soups, and sauc@#e chickens, which had alwaysrege into the bush and
hidden their eggs, were given layib@ms, and Joan went out herself to shoot wild
duck and wild pigeons for the table.

t hat I | i ke to do this sort of wor
becausay |l framdébDad@&s t@amwai ning. 0

Among other things, she burned the pestilential hospital, quarrelled with Sheldon
over the dead, and, in anger, set her own men to work building a new, and what she
called a decent, hospitabhe robbed the windows of their lawmdamuslin curtains,
replacing them with gaudy calico from the tregtere, and made herself several
gowns. When she wrote out a list of goods and clothing for herself, to be sent down
to Sydney by the first steamer, Sheldon wondered how long she hadupmaee

mind to stay.

She was certainly unlike any woman he had ever known or dream&a ¢dr as he

was concerned she was not a woman at &he neither languished nor
blandished.No feminine lures were wasted on hiie might have been her brother,

or she his brother, for all sex had to do with the strange situafiop.mere polite
gallantry on his part was ignored or snubbed, and he had very early given up offering
his hand to her in getting into a boat or climbing over a log, and he had to
acknavledge to himself that she was eminently fitted to take care of heBetite

his warnings about crocodiles and sharks, she persisted in swimming in deep water
off the beach; nor could he persuade her, when she was in the boat, to let one of the
sailors throw the dynamite when shooting fisBhe argued that she was at least a
little bit more intelligent than they, and that, therefore, there was less liability of an
accident if she did the shootin§he was to him the most masculine and at the same
time the most feminine woman he had ever met.

A source of continual trouble between them was the disagreement over methods of
handling the black boysShe ruled by stern kindness, rarely rewarding, never
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punishing, and he had to confess that her own sawNorshipped her, while the
houseboys were her slaves, and did three times as much work for her as he had ever
got out of them.She quickly saw the unrest of the contract labourers, and was not
blind to the danger, always imminent, that both she and SihedtloNeither of them

ever ventured out without a revolver, and the sailors who stood the night watches by
Joands grass hous eButwaean iesistadrthatehd reign of tarrorr 1 f |
had been caused by the reign of fear practised by the wieite She had been
brought up with the gentle Hawaiians, who never weréralited nor roughly
handled, and she generalized that the Solomon Islanders, under kind treatment,
would grow gentle.

One evening a terrific uproar arose in the barracks, andl Shel , aided by
sailors, succeeded in rescuing two women whom the blacks were beating to
death. To save them from the vengeance of the blacks, they were guarded in the
cookhouse for the nightThey were the two women who did the cooking for the
labourers, and their offence had consisted of one of them taking a bath in the big
cauldron in which the potatoes were boild@the blacks were not outraged from the
standpoint of cleanliness; they often took baths in the cauldrons themséhes.
trouble lay in that the bather had been a low, degraded, wretched female; for to the
Solomon Islander all females are low, degraded, and wretched.

Next morning, Joan and Sheldon, at breakfast, were aroused by a swelling murmur
of angry voices.The first rule of Beande had been brokemhe compound had been
entered without permission or command, and all the two hundred labourers, with the
exception of the bodsoys, were guilty of the offenc@hey crowded up, threatening

and shouting, close under the front vel@n8heldon leaned over the veranda railing,
looking down upon them, while Joan stood slightly ba¥khen the uproar was
stilled, two brothers stood forti’hey were large men, splendidly muscled, and with
faces unusually ferocious, even for Solomon ndi&s. One was Carkdama,
otherwise The Silent; and the other was Bellama, The BoasteBoth had served

on the Queensland plantations in the old days, and they were known as evil characters
wherever white men met and gammed.

AWe fella btolyewedamntw@d@mbl ack-Jadma.l | a Mar
AWhat you do along black fella Mary?o0 S
AKiI | Om,-éama ai d Bel |l i n

AWhat name you fella boy talk along me?
anger.i Bi g b e |Ybu nb leelongalongdiere.You belong along fieldBime

by, big fella bell he ring, you stop alokgi-kai, you come talk along me about two
fellaMary. Now all you boy get along out of h

The gang waited to see what Bellama would do, and Bellk#iama stood dki
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AMe no go, 0 he said.

AYou wat chl)amat,, 06 Behldlidhon said sharply, 0
big fella lashingMy wor d, vyou catch &m strong f el

Bellin-Jama glared up belligerently.

AYou want oém fight , 0 appeoved,aciutheQuagenslander n g u |
style.

Now, in the Solomons, where whites are few and blacks are many, and where the
whites do the ruling, such an offer to fight is the deadliest in®ldcks are not
supposed to dare so highly as to offer to fight #evman. At the best, all they can

look for is to be beaten by the white man.

A murmur of admiration at Bellld amads bravery went up
blacks.ButBellinrJ amadés voice was still ringing
just beginning, \Wwen Sheldon cleared the rail, leaping straight downwiardm the

top of the railing to the ground it was fifteen feet, and Belama was directly
beneathShel dondés flying body st Nabkswhré m a n
needed to be struckThe black had been knocked helplegsan, startled by the
unexpected leap, saw Catlama, The Silent, reach out and seize Sheldon by the
throat as he was halfay to his feet, while the fivecore blacks surged forward for

the killing. Her revolver wa®sut, and Carirdama let go his grip, reeling backward

with a bullet in his shoulderIn that fleeting instant of action she had thought to

shoot him in the arm, which, at that short distance, might reasonably have been
achieved. But the wave of savagdsaping forward had changed her shot to the
shoulder. It was a moment when not the slightest chance could be taken.

The instant his throat was released, Sheldon struck out with his fist, ane)@awan
joined his brother on the groundhe mutiny was quked, and five minutes more

saw the brothers being carried to the hospital, and the mutineers, marshalled by the
gangbosses, on the way to the fields.

When Sheldon came up on the veranda, he found Joan collapsed on the ce@mer
and in tears.The sidht unnerved him as the row just over could not possibly have
done. A woman in tears was to him an embarrassing situation; and when that woman
was Joan Lackland, from whom he had grown to expect anything unexpected, he was
really frightened.He glanced dan at her helplessly, and moistened his lips.

Al want to t hafmlkheroeu,idos rhéet bae glamubt but
and | must say o

She abruptly removed her hands, showing a wrathful andtaaed face.
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AYou bBrowt elowardiXosshdawrei endde me shoot
shot a man in my |ife before. o
Altds owbynd, fhedhhe i sndédt going to die

A Wh at o shotthim gust the samelhere was no need for you to jump down
there thatvmy. 1 t was brutal and cowardly. o

AOh, néw heshggan soothingly.

NRnGo aarydt you see |IOh,atvwondtu!y duatgeo yaows
Sheldon was white with anger.

AThen why in the name of common sense d

i Bleebecausy ou were a whité@AmdnDadsweusdbibe
left any white man in the lurchBut it was your fault. You had no right to get
yourself in such a positiorBe si de s, It wasndt necessary

am afraid | dono tturning away.fisWwea nwdi,| 0l htea | ska

A

| ater on. o
ALook how | get on with the boys, 0 she
polite,to listen.fn Ther ed6s t hose t woTheyiwtdl 8o abythipgs | a
for me when t he yhageddkeewdmlin fearmohtlokeir life alloen 6
time. It is not necessary, | tell you, all this harshness and brutdyat if they are
cannibals?They are human beings, just like you and me, and they are amenable to
reason.Thatis whatdistingulses al |l of wus from the | owe

He nodded and went out.

Al suppose | 6ve been unforgivably fool
several hours later from a round of the plantation. 6 ve been to t he h
man is getting along alight. | t i s not a serious hurt. o

Sheldon felt unaccountably pleased and happy at the changed aspect of her mood.

AYou see, you donoét undefilsn andde t hier sti t
blacks have to be ruled sternli{indnessis allverywél, but you canot
kindness only.l accept all that you say about the Hawaiians and the Tahitiéms.

say that they can be handled that way, and | believe ybave had no experience

with them. But you have had no experience with the kda@nd | ask you to believe

me. They are different from your native¥.ou are used to PolynesianEhese boys

are MelanesiansThey 0r eT tbé ya @ Kk & look afthgee kirky hair.And
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t e a whole | ot | Realgyoukndwatheretshwast Af r |
di ence. o0

AThey possess no gratit ufdeu,are ki toghgermp at hy
they think you are a foollf you are gentle with them they think you are afratahd

when they think you are afraid, watch out, fleey will get you. Just to show you,

| et me state the one invariable proces:s
heath, he encounters a strangidis first thought is one of feafWill the stranger

kill him? His next thought, seeing that he n®t killed, is: Can he Kill the
stranger? There was Packard, a Colonial trader, some twelve miles down the
coast. He boasted that he ruled by kindness and never struck a bluswesult was

that he did not rule at allHe used to come down in his whddoat to visit Hughie
andmeWhen his boatods crew decided to go
accompany theml remember one Sunday afternoon when Packard had accepted our
invitation to stop to dinnerThe soup was just served, when Hughw sanigger

peering in through the dooHe went out to him, for it was a violation of Berande
custom. Any nigger has to send in word by the hobsgs, and to keep outside the
compound. Thi s ma n , who was o-craav, wa$ onRhec k ar
veranda.And he knew better, tood Wh at name ? 66 Ysoaui dt eHulg hd ne .
man <c¢c| ose up-crewego dlondg.Heano doroeanovd, sve fella boy no

wait. We g And just then Hughie fetched him a clout that knocked him clean

down the stairs and offite ver anda. 0

ABut 1t was needl esisYloyu omowdIld,n®d®@tJ aanr adb j:
way. O

AAnNd that dsHeuwashth e Heonadatldwdlackr@igyer, and
he was deliberately insulting, not alone his own white master, buy @hite master

in the SolomonsHe insulted meHe insulted HughieHe i nsul t ed Ber ar
AnOf course, according to your I|da@ghts, t
AYes, 0O Sheldon interrupted, Abut thet was

weak that Packard ruledAnd what was the result? am still alive. Packard is
dead. He was unswervingly kind and gentle to his boys, and his boys waited till one
day he was down with feveHis head is over on Malaita novithey carried away

two whaleboats as well, filled with the loot of the stor&€hen there was Captain
Mackenzie of the ketchinota. He believed in kindnesd-e also contended that
better confidence was established by carrying no weaponshis second trip to
Malaita, recuiting, he ran into Bina, which is near Langa Lang#e rifles with
whi c h t-brew stooldahiav@ been armed, were locked up in his céfien

the whaleboat went ashore after recruits, he paraded around the deck without even
a revolver on him.He was tomahawkedHis head remains in Malaitalt was
suicide.So was Packarddés finish suicide. o
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A | grant t hat precaution is necessary
believe that more satisfactory results can be obtained by treating thentisgithet
ki ndness and gentleness. 0

ARANnd t her eyod butyaqumaseundenstand one thirgerande, bar none,

Is by far the worst plantation in the Solomons so far as the labour is concémd.

how it came to be so proves your poiiithe prevous owners of Berande were not
discreetly kind. They were a pair of unadulterated brut€ne was a doweast
Yankee, as | believe they are called, and the other was a guzzling Gerhran.

were slavadrivers. To begin with, they bought their labouof Johnny Béblowed,

the most notorious recruiter inthe Solomokse i s wor ki ng out a t
in Fiji now, for the wanton killing of a black boyDuring his last days here he had
made himself so obnoxious that the natives on Malaita woaNe mothing to do

with him. The only way he could get recruits was by hurrying to the spot whenever

a murder or series of murders occurréthe murderers were usually only too willing

to sign on and get away to escape vengeabBwvn here they call suchscapes,

0 piherad | Thengpissuddlenly a roar from the beach, and a nigger runs down
to the water pursued by clouds of spears and arr@#sourse, JohnnyBe | owe d 6 s
whaleboat is lying ready to pick him ugn his last days Johnny got nothibgt
pier-head jumps.

AAnd the first owner s 0 fa haBikittera gadgeof b o u g
murderers.They were all fiveyear boys.You see, the recruiter has the advantage

over a boy when he makes a pierad jump.He could sign him on for ten ges did

the law permitWe | | , t hat 6s the gang of mOfrder er
course some are dead, some have been killed, and there are others serving sentences
at Tulagi. Very little clearing did those first owners do, and less plantitgas war

all the time. They had one manager kille®Dne of the partners had his shoulder
slashed nearly off by a catheife. The other was speared on two different
occasions.Both were bullies, wherefore there was a streak of cowardice in them,
and n the end they had to give uphey were chased aw@yiterally chased away

by their own niggersAnd along came poor Hughie and me, two new chums, to take

hold of that harebitten gang.We did not know the situation, and we had bought
Berande, and themgas nothing to do but hang on and muddle through somehow.

AAt first we made t he Wetredtarkleby pefsuasiondi s c
and fair treatmentThe niggers concluded that we were afrdidhlush to think of

what fools we were in thesfirst days. We were imposed on, and threatened and
insulted; and we put up with it, hoping our squdealing would soon mend

things. Instead of which everything went from bad to wor3éen came the day

when Hughie reprimanded one of the boys and neasly killed by the gangThe

only thing that saved him was the number on top of him, which enabled me to reach
the spot in time.
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AThen began t he rlunaseitherfthattohqait, ahd we tdiad gunkh a n d
about all our money into the ventuesyd we could not quitAnd besides, our pride

was involved. We had started out to do something, and we were so made that we

just had to go on with itlt has been a hard fight, for we were, and are to this day,
considered the worst plantation in thddoons from the standpoint of laboubo

you know, we have been unable to getwhitememie. 6 ve of fered t he
to halfadozen]l wondét say they werRuttlweyddanotd , f C
consider it healthy at least that is the waywas put by the last one who declined
ourofferrSo Hughi e and I did the managing ou

AAnd when he died you were prepared to
eyes.

Al thought | 6Andmow dMds Lackland, pleasedéd chaiegawhen

| seem harsh, and remember that the situation is unparalleled dowwWheré.v e g o't

a bad crowd, and we&dued vmalbierrgqn tolvem wdhrel
you ought to know.And | assure you that there are no better Hamegfour-years

old trees on any other plantation in the Solomow&e have worked steadily to

change matters for the bettéhle 6 ve been s| owl y Thatastwhyi ng i
we bought thdessie We wanted to select our own laboudn. another year the time

will be up for most of the original gangrou see, they were recruited during the first

year of Berande, and their contracts expire on different mohthasurally, they have
contaminated the new boys to a certain extent; but that can soon be remedied, and
thenBer ande wi | | be a respectable plantat|

Joan nodded but remained sile@he was too occupied in glimpsing the vision of

the one lone white man as she had first seen him, helpless from fever, a collapsed
wraith in a steamechair, who, up to the last g-beat, by some strange alchemy of
race, was pledged to mastery.

~

Al't 1 s a @iBtug, d hehevhs daied . man has to rul e

A | dondét | i ke i th Too Sshaevied ommy alsisfuer eld daemnra
came hereButherelam,andd an6t run away. O

ABl ind destiny of r aitWe owlsihtee s ahalyve flae enr

and sea robbers fromremotesttilhet i s i n our bl ood, | gue
from it.o

A | never thought aboutinl éveobabsttraotbuy
over why | came here. o

CHAPTER VIlII —LOCAL COLOUR
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At sunset a small ketch fanned in to anchorage, and a little later the skipper came
ashore.He was a sofspoken, gentkroiced young fellow of twenty, but he won

J o a adnigation in advance when Sheldon told her that he ran the ketch all alone
with a black crew from MalaitaAnd Romance | ured and bec
eyes when she learned he was Christian Young, a Norfolk Islander, but a direct
descendant of John Yognone of the originaBountymutineers. The blended

Tahitian and English blood showed in his soft eyes and tawny skin; but the English
hardness seemed to have disappearad.the hardness was there, and it was what
enabled him to run his ketch singlanded and to wring a livelihood out of the
fighting Solomons.

Joands unexpected presence embarrassed
a frank, comradely manner that of fende
feminine. News from the wdd Young had not, but he was filled with news of the
Solomons. Fifteen boys had stolen rifles and run away into the bush from Lunga
plantation, which was farther east on the Guadalcanar cdadtfrom the bush they

had sent word that they were cominghk#o wipe out the three white men in charge,

while two of the three white men, in turn, were hunting them through the hhsie

was a strong possibility, Young volunteered, that if they were not caught they might
circle around and tap the coast at Bei@in order to steal or capture a whadat.

Al forgot to tell you ¢t hat your trade
Sheldon.in Fi ve bi g canoes c anfeeylhmedm the nightm Por
time, and caught Oscar asleefyh at t h e yal théy bdrmed.The Fibbesty-

Gibbetgot the news at Mboli Pass, and ran down to Uguas at Mboli when the

news came. 0

Al think | 61 have to abandon Ugi, 0 She

Altds the second trader youoOvieTwlakegt t he
safe there ought to be two white men at led3tose Malaita canoes are always

raiding down that way, and you know what that Port Adams Idti6.v e got a d:«
you. Tommy Jones sentitup from Neal Islaiidle s ai d hedd ptréosmi s e
afirstclass niggechaserHa d n 6t been on board two mint

b o adredven theriggingTommy call s him Satan. o

Al 6ve wondered several times why you ha
AThe troubl eTheyDo ekieeénpvabtyls etmae cr ocodi | e
AfJack Hanley was killed at Marovo Lagoo
his mild voice.in The news | ustApostem& down on t he
AWhere i s Marovo Lagoon?0 Joan asked.
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ANew Georgi a, a coupl e of h Sineltione d mi
answerediBougainville |Iies just beyond. 0O

AHIi s owmoywoudied it, o0 Young went on; b
Marovo nativesHi s S a nt a-cr&wescapediirotize witdi®at to Choiseul,

and Mather, in theily, sailed overto M@vo.He burned a vill age,
head back.He found it in one of the houses, where the niggers had it dnfind.
thatdos all the news | 6ve ¢nfieldgsloesgean¢hpt t h
eastern end of YsabeNobody knows bw the natives got thenmlhe government

ought to investigateAndd oh yes, a war Vv eGamehnoShe i n t |
burned three villages at Bidaon account of th&linota, you knowd and shelled the

bush. Then she went to Sio to straighten outtsingt her e . 0

The conversation became general, and just before Young left to go on board Joan
asked)

AHow can you manage al l al one, Mr . Youn

His large, almost girlish eyes rested on her for a moment before he replied, and then
it was in the softest and gdast of voices.

A Oh, I get al on g Offcoussd, thegre isnadbit df trouble brite in eh e m.
while, but that must be expectedou must never let them think you are afraidd v e
been afraid plenty of ti mes, but they n

AYou wohulhdk he wouldndt strike a mosquit
when Young had gone on board. A | | the Norfolk I slander
from theBountycrowd are that wayBut look at Young.Only three years ago, when

he first got theMinerva, he was lying in Suu, on Malaitd.here are a lot of returned
Queenslanders thérea rough crowd.They planned to get his hea@lhe son of their

chief, old OneEyed Billy, had recruited on Lunga and died of dysent&hat meant
thatawhitemamls head wadoanwi whitae Inawm, it did
long as they got the headnd Young was only a lad, and they made sure to get his
easily. They decoyed his whaleoat ashore with a promise of recruits, and killed all

hands. At the samenstant, the Suu gang that was on boardthervajumped

Young. He was just preparing a dynamite stick for fish, and he lighted it and tossed

it in amongst themOne cand6ét get him to talk abou
survivors leaped overboandhile he slipped his anchor and gotawdyh ey 6 ve g o
one hundred fathoms of shell money on his head now, which is worth one hundred
pounds sterling.Yet he goes into Suu regularifHe was there a short time ago,

A~

returning thirty boys from Cape Ma&hhat 6 s t he Ful crum Br ot h
AAt any raneghhi fasegws vem me a better |

Joan saidin And it I' s col our fThel Soldmorfs @yght tode s ay
printed red on the chaféisand yellow, too,fo t he di seases. 0
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AThe Solomons are not al wiaQfs claukres & ,hiBer
the worst plantation, and everything it gets is the wdrgbubt if ever there was a

worse run of sickness than we were just getting over when youdardust as luck

would have it, thdessiecaught the contagion as welBerande has been very
unfortunate. All the old-timers shake their heads at ithey say it has what you
Americans call aoodooon it . 0O

ABerande will s uccreledl iok el otasn Isay glh 6sla lto u ¢
pull through and come out the bigend ofthehdimh e i I | | uck Icanot
am afraid, though, the Solomons iIs not

Al t wi | | Gibeeus fifty yeassuamdwhen all thedbuis cleared off back to

the mountains, fever will be stamped out; everything will be far healthlezre will

be cities and towns here, for thereds
waste. o

ABut It wi || never become af whltet mahth
reiterated.n The white man wi | | al ways be unabl
AThat i s true. o

Al t  wil |l mean sl avery, o0 she dashed on.
nYes, | I k e Tad blacktthe &rovinrandphe geiow will have to do the

work, managetby the white menThe black labour is too wasteful, however, and in
time Chinese or Indian coolies will be importedhe planters are already
consideringthe matted. , f or one, am heartily sick

AThen the blacks will die off?20o0
Sheldonshrugged his shoulders, and retorded,

AnYes, l i ke the North American Il ndi an,
Melanesian.The world is only so large, you know, and it is fillingdup

AAnd the unfit must perish?o
APreci $heyumsbit must perish. o

In the morning Joan was roused by a great row and hullabBleofirst act was to

reach for her revolver, but when she heard Noa Noah, who was on guard, laughing
outside, she knew there was no danger, and went out to see ti@afotain Young

had landd Satan at the moment when the bridbgelding gang had started along the
beach. Satan was big and black, shbdired and muscular, and weighed fully
seventy poundsHe did not love the blacksTommy Jones had trained him well,
tying him up daily for sveral hours and telling off one or two black boys at a time
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to tease him.So Satan had it in for the whole black race, and the second after he
landed on the beach the bridgeilding gang was stampeding over the compound
fence and swarming up the cocoapalms.

AGood morning, 0 ShelddAndawhad ®doomouhe
niggerc haser ?2 0

Al 6m thinking we have a taskoyefodrehaeasc
back.

AAnd t o your LodkadtiNbah'Bms , f 6ooi t! O

Satan, having satisfied himself that the {peeches were unassailable, was charging
straight for the big Tahitian.

But Noah stood his ground, though somew
surprise, danced and frisked about him with laughiregs @nd wagging tail.

ANow, that is what | mi ght cfaHé Ias patople
wiser than you, Mr. SheldonHe di dnodt require any tea
difference between a Tahitian and a black b@hat do you think, Noah?Why
donét heHdidgaeavwowa?you Tahitian eh?o

Noa Noah shook his head and grinned.

AHe no savvee me TiaHe t9 awny e hree ewegdrai me
white man. 0

AYoudbll have to give him a couasleeamen 0S
down and began to make friends with Satan.

It chanced just then that Adamu Adam an
the compound from the far sidgte. They had been down to the Balesuna making

an alligator trap, and, instead of tsmus, were clad in lavavas that flapped
gracefully about their stalwart limbsSatan saw them, and advertised his find by
breaking away from Shel dondés hands and

ANo got pants, 0 Noah announced with a g
to flight.

He climbed up the platform that supported the galvanized iron tanks which held the
water collected from the roofFoiled here, Satan turned and charged back on
Matauare.

fRun, M&Rtuad ar dloan call ed.
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But he held his ground and waited the dog.
fHe 1 s t hetFeaar liessswh@Gne hi s name means,

The Tahitian watched Satan coolly, and when that sangnmehed creature lifted

I nto the air in the filmwadafdrgrigpnthetolwee man
jaw, and Satan described a half circle and was flung to the rear, turning over in the

air and falling heavily on his backl'hree times he leaped, and three times that grip
onhisjawflunghimtodefeal hen he contented himself w
heels, eyeing him and sniffing him suspiciously.

Altos all right, Sat an; dnTthéast aglolo dr ifgehltl,
al ong me. 0

But Satan dogged the Tahitiands movemer
mind that the man was appurtenance of the plac&hen he turned his attention to

the three housboys, cornering Ornfiri in the kitchen and rushing him against the

hot stove, stripping the larMava from Lalaperu when that excited youth climbed a
verandapost, and following Vaburi on top the billiardable, where the battle raged

until Joan managed a rescue.

CHAPTER IX—AS BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN

It was Satands inexhaustible eneHgy and
teeth seemed perpetually to ache with desird,ia lieu of black legs he husked the
cocoanuts that fell from the trees in the compound, kept the enclosure clear of
intruding hens, and made a hostile acquaintance with everybbgssho came to

report. He was unable to forget the torment of his pummd, wherein everlasting

hatred of the black had been woven into the fibres of consciousness; and such a terror
did he make himself that Sheldon was forced to shut him up in the living room when,

for any reason, strange natives were permitted in the aamdpd his always hurt
Satanb6s feelings and f annboyhddtosvatchouat h
for him when he was first released.

Christian Young sailed away in tiMinerva carrying an invitation (that would be
delivered nobody knew when) Tmmmy Jones to drop in at Berande the next time
he was passing.

AWhat are your plans when you get to Sy

AFirst |l 6ve heard that | 6l gesuppgpos® \5g
received information, by budielegraph, that that third assistant understrapper and
exsail orman at Tul agi i's going to deport
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A Oh, no, not hing of the sort, I assur e
fearful of having offended, though he knew hatwv. i | was Jjust wond
was all. You see, with the loss of the schooner and . . and all the rest . . . you
understand . . | was thinking thad id ifd hang it all, until you could communicate

with your friends, my agents at Sydney could advayme a loan, temporary you

see, why |1 6d be only todhepgdpaddd and al |l t

But his jaw dropped and he regarded her irritably and with apprehension.
AWhigtt he matter ?0 he de mainihdaael wliotnhe an oswh?
Joawns eyes were bright with battle, the

ACertainly not the unfeMereltyed| gnerhed sma
ordinary, everyday, mangod, superior fashionNaturally it counted for nothing,
my telling you that had no idea of going to Sydneto to Sydney | must, because
you, in your superior wisdom, have so d

She paused and looked at him curiously, as though he were some strange breed of
animal.

AnOf course | am gr at ef lbut even that is nmosalve too f f e
wounded pride For that matter, it is no more than one white man should expect from
another. Shipwrecked mariners are always helped along their wangly this
particul ar mar i ne Furthikoners, this imaren is motlgoisgroy h e |
Sydney, thank you. oo

ABut what do you intend to do?o0

AFind some spot where | shall escape tF
by the superior sex. o0

ACome now, that i s p8heldonlauhed, buttheadint t oo
his voice destroyed the effect of spontaneityY o u know your sel f h
the situation is.o0

Al know nothi Agdoffthe sertmpessi ble, w
ABut 1t caRemlbdo continue.

A Oh, vy e Blgvingiathievediitml.can go on achieving liintend to remain in

the Solomons, but not on BerandBo-morrow | am going to take the whab@at

over to ParSulay. | was talking with Captain Young about ide says there are at

least four hundred acreand every foot of it good for plantind3eing an island, he

says | wonot have to bother aMlolutl alill dh.
to do is to keep the weeds hoed until the trees come into be&ing: st , | 61 |
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island; next, get fidy or fifty recruits and start clearing and planting; and at the same

time |61 run up a bungal ow; and then
presenc@enow dondédt say that it isnbét. o
Al't i s embarr assiiBrug, oy olue rsediud eb It wn tsleye.

there is no use in discussing Kow please forget all about it, and consider me at

your service concerning this . . . this project of yoursnow more about cocoanut

planting than you doYou speak like a capitalist. dondét know how m
you have, but | dono6ét fancy youBalte rol
do know what it costs to clear lan8uppose the government sells you aray at

a pourl an acre; clearing will cost you at least four pounds more; that is, five pounds

for four hundred acres, or, say, ten thousand dolldra.v e y ou t hat muct

She was keenly interested, and he could see that the previous clash between them
was already forgtten. Her disappointment was plain as she confessed:

A No; I havendét quite eight thousand dol

AThen herebds anot héoudvlaly rmded,oo&ks nygouwts
boyss Not counting premiums, their wages al

Al pay my Tahitians fifteen a month, o0 s

AThey wonodét do on $8uttoeeiurg.ine wages affityddys on w
each year will come to three hundred pountisat is, fiteen hundred dollar&/ery

well. It will be seven yearsdjore your trees begin to beaBeven times fifteen

hundred is ten thousand five hundred do#lansore than you possess, and all eaten

up by the boysd wages, with nothing to
trips to Sydney, and so forth. oo

Sheldm shook his head gravelyi Yo u 6 | | have to abandon 1t}
ABut | wonét go fib Sydcpky| Wobag. cni €d. t
my money as a small partner in some other plantatioe.t me buy i n i n
AHeaven f orirbsuctddgeoduinddessmay that shd broke into hearty laughter.
ATher e, I wRkre@tl | yeagy®uy kn.ow, |l 6m not a
presence whereitisnotdesirede s, yes; | know youbre ju

| 6ve for ced ewmysineelldnded, mrdyryouare too polite to sayyss.
as you said yourself, it was impossible for me to go away, so | had to\sbay.

woul dndt | et Youecongpeledtme to Torcd naygelf upon yddut |

wonot buy i n yeose. lpbalrlt niury aiatrhib tatn | 61 | p u
on it and clear slowlyAl s o, I 61 | I nvest I n some ol c
license.For that matter, |l 61l 1 go recruiting
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She |l ooked for protest,dhmmdndinevergltheaft i n
his cleancut face.

ARGo ahead and sayiPiltasges de h 6dmadnmi egdeytenei.. n
usedtoit,youknowReal 'y | am. 0

Al wish | were a woman so as to tell vyo
i t e Eurted ou.

She surveyed him with deliberation, and said:

ARBetter t han tSotereis npthing togprevent your tebing me, for

| demand to be consideredasambn. di dndét come down here
skirts over the Solomonslease forget that | am accidentally anything else than a
man with a manés | iving to make. o

Inwardly Sheldon fumed and frettedlVas she making game of hinQr did there
lurk in her the insidious unhealthfulness of unwomanlingdsWwas it merely a case
of blank, staring, sentimental, idiotic innocence?

A | have told you, 0 he began stiffly, A
woman, and thatisallIcareto®ap r dar e. O

AANnd | t el | you, I n turdmyvet ledieléherd, it § n
master, if you please, all the way from Tahigven if | did lose her, which was the

fault of your Admiralty chartsl am a navigator, and that is more than your Solomons
captains are.Captain Young told me all about iAnd | am a seam#&na better

seaman than you, when it comes right down to it, and you kndwain shoot.| am

not a fool. | can take care of myselAnd | shall most certainly buy a ketch, run her
myself, and go recruiting on Malaita.o

Sheldon made a hopeless gesture.

That 6s r i ghti VWa sshh ey oruart tBusaasld/co uxed to sawg, .
You just watch my smoke! 60

O ot

AThereds no udeti nusdihawwes siomge imu.si c. 0

He arose and went over to the big phonograph; but before the disc started, and while
he was winding the machine, he heard her saying:

Al suppose youodve been acdhat @®me dvhtyo yba
understand meC o me o0 n, Sat an; |l et 6s | eave him i

He watched her morosely and without intention of spegkiill he saw her take a
rifle from the stand, examine the magazine, and start for the door.
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Where are you going?0 he asked perempt

N

nAS bet ween ma n and woman, O s h®®edanswer
i ndecent for you goalligaterind.Goodmight Bl ek ps we bl «

He shut off the phonograph with a snap, started toward the door after her, then
abruptly flung himself into a chair.

AYoudre hoping a 6gator catches me, ar e
as she wentavn the steps her rippling laughter drifted tantalizingly back through
the wide doorway.

CHAPTER X—A MESSAGE FROM BOUCHER

The next day Sheldon was left all alontnan had gone exploring P&ulay, and

was not to be expected back until the k&fternoon.Sheldon was vaguely oppressed

by his loneliness, and several heavy squalls during the afternoon brought him
frequently on to the veranda, telescope in hand, to scan the sea anxiously for the
whaleboat. Betweenwhiles he scowled over the pléiota accourdbooks, made

rough estimates, added and balanced, and scowled the hdrder.loss of
theJessiehad hit Berande severelyNot alone was his capital depleted by the
amount of her value, but her earnings were no longer to be reckoned ohwasd i

her earnings that largely paid the running expenses of the plantation.

APoor ol d Hughi e, 0 il & mmuwtl taedr ey ua ldd wWd,6 t o
man.What a cropper, what a cropper!o

Between squalls thElibberty-Gibbetran in to anchoige, and her skipper, Pete
Oleson (brother to the Oleson of thessig¢, ancient, grizzled, wileyed, emaciated

by fever, dragged his weary frame up the veranda steps and collapsed in asteamer
chair. Whisky and soda kept him going while he made repodt tamned in his
accounts.

n wi ilWhyedenpfd $bel dom s am
ent cli mate?o0

The old skipper shook his head.

Al clamvwe .ben 1 n t hédiTHdfarer dosmmestouwd worse adowry .
ther e. 0O
nKi I or cure, 0 Sheldon counsell ed.

Al t 6s st r ailigdditthrkea years agolhe coohweather put me on my
back before | landedThey carried me ashore and into hospitalvas unconscious
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one stretch for two weekdAfter that thedoctors sent me back to the isladdsaid

it was the only thing that would save méle | | I 6m still alive;
with fever, A mont h i n Australia would finish
ABut what are you goifmgou oc @&t Sthaey doe
di e. o

AThat 6s all thadtbeskéefdo go mack to the
standit.1 61 | | ast | onger here, and here 1|6l
never seen the Solomons, thatodés all . o

He declined to sleep ashorepk his orders, and went back on board the cuter.

lurid sunset was blotted out by the heaviest squall of the day, and Sheldon watched
the whaleboat arrive in the thick of itAs the spritsail was taken in and the boat
headed on to the beach, he wasie of a distinct hurt at sight of Joan at the steering

oar, standing erect and swaying her strength to it as she resisted the pressures that
tended to throw the craft broadside in the sttér Tahitians leaped out and rushed

the boat high up the bea@md she led her bizarre following through the gate of the
compound.

The first drops of rain were driving like hatones, the tall cocoanut palms were
bending and writhing in the grip of the wind, while the thick clonalss of the squall
turned the briefropic twilight abruptly to night.

Quite unconsciously the brooding anxiety of the afternoon slipped from Sheldon, and
he felt strangely cheered at the sight of her running up the steps laughing, face
flushed, hair flying, her breast heaving from the eiwle of her late exertions.

ALovely, pépPdriSat by, bodidhbysmhadtoe d.uwriit.e t
Commissioner tanight. And the site for the bungaldwl 6 ve sel eédised it
wonderful. You must come over some day and advise vfeu wonot mi nd
staying here until I can getsettlei?a s n 6t t hat Agdal |l sbppose
late for dinner.l 6 | | run and get clean, and be wi

And in the brief interval of her absence he found himself walking about the big
living-room and impatiently and with anticipation awaiting her coming.

ADo you know, | 6m never going to squabt
they were seated.

ASquabbl e! 0 Awatsd st hseu crhe lizpusts.chelp ahd vasty. d .
think i tds much nicer to quarrel. o

AnCal I it what you please, b tHe cleared himmo n 0 t

throat nervously, for her eyes advertised the immediate beginning of hostiiities.
beg your par dofinl, 0s hhoeu | hdufohnaysekdwWbkaphonkae is

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

that | refuse to quarrelYou have the most horrible way, without uttering a word, of
making me play the foolWhy, | began with the kindest intentions, and here | am
nowod 0

-1

Making nasty remar ks, 0 she completed f

Althe way you have of catching me wup, 0

~

A Why, I n e v elrwassneeriely sittemg here, halng sweetly lured on by
promises of peace on earth and all the rest of it, when suddenly you began to call me
names. O

AHardly that, | am sure. o

A W& you said | was horrible, or that | had a horrible way about me, which is the
same thing.l wish my bungalow wereup. 6 d mmoeer bw. 0

But her twitching lips belied her words, and the next moment the man was more
uncomfortable than ever, being neasb by her laughter.

Al was onl yHoneslajgniAmgl yydu.you donét | augh

being in a temperwithmeT hat 6 s r iBpuht don®bhgh.added i n
Adondt i f Youlookhsthouglsyolwyhadia.toothachéere,therd d o n 6t

say it. You know you promised not to quarrel, while | have the privilege of going on

being as hatefulasIplease.n d t o b e gi n Flivhety®Gibbett Ih edrieddonsé tt

know she was so | arge a c uoh.tHermiggingisut s h

something queer, and the next sharp squall will bring her-eadall about the

shop.I watched Noa Noah dOHse fda cden dats Hegagt saaniylte
sneeredAnd | dondét bl ame him. o

AHer skipper 0w emqgtot erm eb aftbAnnvde txipel faleande dt. o
mate off to take hold of thingsatldgt hat 6 s where | Andywud Osce
know what sort of sailors the niggers a

She nodded her head judicially, and while she seemed to debate a weightgntd

he asked for a second helping of tinned &esbdt because he was hungry, but
because he wanted to watch her slim, firm fingers, naked of jewels and banded
metals, while his eyes pleasured in the swell of the forearm, appearing from under
the sleeve ahlosing identity in the smooth, round wrist undisfigured by the netted
veins that come to youth when youth is gofiée fingers were brown with tan and
looked exceedingly boyishlhen, and without effort, the concept came to hifes,

that was it. He had stumbled upon the clue to her tantalizing personallgt
fingers, sunburned and boyish, told the stddp wonder she had exasperated him

so frequently. He had tried to treat with her as a woman, when she was not a
woman. She was a mere girlanda boyish girl at th& with sunburned fingers that
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delighted in doing what boysdé fingers
swimming and violent endeavour of all sorts; with a mind that was daring, but that
dared no farther t tha delightedyinsrifies and rewiversy r e s |
Stetson hats, and a sexlessnaraderievith men.

Somehow, as he pondered and watched her, it seemed as if he sat in church at home
listening to the chotboys chanting.She reminded him of those boys, or their vejce

rather. The same sexless quality was thelrethe body of her she was woman; in

the mind of her she had not grown ufhe had not been exposed to ripening
influences of that sortShe had had no mothevon, her father, native servants, and
roughisland life had constituted her traininglorses and rifles had been her toys,
camp and trail her nurserycrom what she had told him, her seminary days had been

an exile, devoted to study and to ceaseless longing for the wild riding and swimming
ofHawai. A boyds training, a&hatexpainel lmeychadeatp oi n-
petticoats, her revolt at what was only decently conventicBaine day she would

grow up, but as yet she was only in the process.

Well, there was only one thing for him to dde must meet her on her own basis of
boyhood, and not make the mistake of treating her as a woHemwondered if he

could love the woman she would be when her nature awoke; and he wondered if he
could love her just as she was and himself wake heAtter all, whatever it was,

she had come to fill quite a large place in his life, as he had discovered that afternoon
while scanning the sea between the squdllsen he remembered the accounts of
Berande, and the cropper that was coming, and scowled.

He became aware that she was speaking.
Al beg pardWhadtodbetbatdyou were saying?

AYou werenodt 1d8ilstkenmneiw gi tt,ddl aswaes rcdha ydierdg
condition of theFlibberty-Gibbetwas disgraceful, and thattbor r ow, when vy
told the skipper and not hurt his feelings, | am going to take my men out and give

her an overhaulingWe 6 | | scrub Méry, bdathteom,6st avin.i s |
copper four inches long. saw it when sherolledbon 6t f orget , I 6 m
on theFlibbertys ome day, even if | have to run

While at their coffee on the veranda, Satan raised a commotion in the compound near
the beach gate, and Sheldon finally rescued a mauled and frightened black and
dragged him on the porch for integation.

AWhat fella marster fWhabehamg?pobhecdme
fella place sun he go down?o

AMe b6l on dooBanylwoyhkelong along Port Adams stop along my fella
marsterToo much wal k about . o
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The black drew a scrap of nptgper from under his belt and passed it o&reldon
scanned it hurriedly.

Altds from Boucher, 0 he expl ai wackatd At he

was the one | tol d you adewuHe sayshthe Posta s Kk |
Adams crowd isoutd fifty of them, in big cano&s and camping on his
beach.Theydéve killed half a dozen of his

trouble. And hedés afraid they may connect wi i

Al n which case?0 she queried.
Al n hwihciacse Billy Pape will be ddampselPlagpde
station, you know.l wish | knew whattodol dondét | i ke to | eav:

ARTake me along then. o
He smiled and shook his head.

AThen youdd bett erhe adeideki Tnnye ymdere alowmrdg ,soh
theydébre not adxae mgplt ot amiy,t hamdy hedbs afr

The big bell was rung, and fifty black boys carried the wihal@t down to the
water. T h e r e g udrea manbed laet, &nd Matauare and tbtber Tahitians,
belted with cartridges and armed with rifles, sat in the stheets where Sheldon
stood at the steeringar.

AMy, | wish I could go with you, o0 Joan

Sheldon shook his head.

Al 6m as goshdurgegd a man, O

AYou really are needed here, 0 he replie
ATherebdbs that Lunga crowd; they might r
us absent rush the plantatiooodbye. We 6 | | get back 1 n th
tme.l t 6s only twelve miles. 0

When Joarstarted to return to the house, she was compelled to pass among the boat
carriers, who lingered on the beach to chatter in queetljilka@péashion about the
events of the nightThey made way for her, but there came to her, as she was in the
midst of thema feeling of her own helplessne3here were so many of thervhat

was to prevent them from dragging her down if they so willeli¥fen she
remembered that one cry of hers would fetch Noa Noah and her remaining sailors,
each one of whom was worth a éozblacks in a struggleAs she opened the gate,

one of the boys stepped up to har.the darkness she could not make him out.
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What name?0 siWhaskepdmehbebbygg you?bo

N

nMe Aroa, 0 he said.

She remembered him as one of the two sick Bbgshad nursed at the hospitéhe
other one had died.

AMe take 6m plenty fella medicine too m
AWell, and you all ri ght now, 0 she answ
AMe want o&m tobacco, plenty fella tobac
teethmeavant o&m one fella belt. o

She looked at him humorously, expecting to see a smile, or at least a grin, on his
face. Instead, his face was expressionleSave for a narrow breegout, a pair of
earplugs, and about his kinky hair a chaplet of white cewnhells, he was
naked. His body was fresloiled and shiny, and his eyes glistened in the starlight

| i ke s ome \Whelrabt ofahe baysahbdocsowded up at his back in a solid
wall. Some one of them giggled, but the remainder regarded her imsenand
intense silence.

Wel | 2?0 fiswheats afioddl. you want plenty fella

=1

Me take 6m mediidiome paygumetid® Ar oa.

=1

And this was a sample of their gratitude, she thoughboked as if Sheldon had
been right after all.Aroa waited stlidly. A leaping fish splashed far out on the
water. A tiny wavelet murmured sleepily on the beadine shadow of a flyingox
drifted by in velvet silence overhead light air fanned coolly on her cheek; it was
the landbreeze beginning to blow.

AYw go along quarters, 0 she said, start
AYou pay me, 0 said the boy.
AAroa, you all tliopayyoam.Mewogeubpgg. bool

But the black was unmovecdhe felt that he was regarding her almost insolesly
he repeated:

Al take OYoupagmeiYoiung.ay me now. O

Then it was that she lost her temper and cuffed his ears so soundly as to drive him
back among his fellowsBut they did not break upAnother boy stepped forward.
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AYou pay me, 0 he said.

His eyes had the querulous, troubled look such as she had noticed in monkeys; but
while he was patently uncomfortable under her scrutiny, his thick lips were drawn
firmly in an effort at sullen determination.

nWhat for?0 she asked.

-1

Me Go g o o myf,Boa woe bsracitdh.er bel ong me. 0
Bawo, she remembered, was the sick boy who had died.
AGo on, 0 she commanded.

ABawo t ake Bawo fmshdBawa nmydrother.You pay me.Father
belong me one big fella chief along Port Adarivsou pay me. O

Joan laughed.

A Gogoomy, you just t he Mpwodewhapmy nerfop a |, 0
medi cine?o0

She dismissed the matter by passing through the gate and clodtuy eogoomy
pressed up against it and said impudently:

Fat her bel o
t t

g g m¥wuman eb bng drme | HEyawdrdb eelfan
you frigh 0

n
0 much. O

-1

Me fright?06 she demanded, while anger
AToo much fright bang om head bel ong me

And then she reached for him across the gate and gotitnvas asweeping, broad
handed slap, so heavy that he staggered sideways and neajefslhrang for the
gate as if to force it open, while the crowd surged forward against the féoap.
thought rapidly.Her revolver was hanging on the wall of her grassskoYet one

cry would bring her sailors, and she knew she was saéeshe did not cry for
help. Instead, she whistled for Satan, at the same time calling him by rfainee.
knew he was shut up in the living room, but the blacks did not wait tol$ey. fled

with wild yells through the darkness, followed reluctantly by Gogoomy; while she
entered the bungalow, laughing at first, but finally vexed to the verge of tears by what
had taken placeShe had sat up a whole night with the boy who had diedyeind
his brother demanded to be paid for his life.

AUgh! the ungrateful beast! o0 she mutt el
would confess the incident to Sheldon.
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CHAPTER XI —THE PORT ADAMS CROWD

AAnd so it was all sett tagi). He was ion the e n o u
veranda, drinking coffeeThe whaleboat was being carried into its shed.Bo u c h e r
was a bit timid at first to carry off the situation with a strong hand, but he did very

well once we got startedVe made a play at holding a cquahd Telepasse, the old
scoundrel, accepted thefindingde 6 s a Port AdamsWefinedef , a
him ten times the value of the pigs, and made him move onwith his@mnbb, t hey o r
a sweet lot, | must say, at least sixty of them, in fivg tanoes, and out for
trouble. Theyodve got a dozen Sniders that ou;q

-1

Why didndét you?0 Joan asked.

AAnd have a row on my hHdeada@s twernhi lilhye tCo
his black wards, as he calls them/ell, we started tha along their way, though

they went in on the beach kai-kai several miles backThey ought to pass here
sometimetad ay . O

Two hours later the canoes arrivado one saw them comd&he houseboys were
busy in the kitchen at their own breakfadthe plantation hands were similarly
occupied in their quarterssatan lay sound asleep on his back under the billiard table,
in his sleep brushing at the flies that pestered himan was rummaging in the
storeroom, and Sheldon was taking his siesta in artwak on the verandaHe
awoke gently. In some occult, subtle way a warning that all was not well had
penetrated his sleep and aroused hilfithout moving, he glanced down and saw
the ground beneath covered with armed savagbsy were the same ones Inad
parted with that morning, though he noted an accession in numiiezee were men

he had not seen before.

He slipped from the hammock and with deliberate slowness sauntered to the railing,
where he yawned sleepily and looked down on th#mame tohim curiously that

it was his destiny ever to stand on this high place, looking down on unending hordes
of black trouble that required control, bullying, and cajolddut while he glanced
carelessly over them, he was keenly taking stddle new men we all armed with
modern rifles. Ah, he had thought sol'here were fifteen of them, undoubtedly the
Lunga runawaysln addition, a dozen old Sniders were in the hands of the original
crowd. The rest were armed with spears, clubs, bows and arrowragakddndled
tomahawks.Beyond, drawn up on the beach, he could see the bigavares, with

high and fantastically carved bows and sterns, ornamented with scrolls and bands of
white cowrie shellsThese were the men who had killed his trader, Oscamiat U

AWhat name you wal k about this place?o0

At the same time he stole a glance seaward to wheidibterty-Gibbetreflected
herself in the glassy calm of the sédot a soul was visible under her awnings, and
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he saw the whalboat was missig from alongside.The Tahitians had evidently
gone shooting fish up the Balesurtde was all alone in his high place above this
trouble, while his world slumbered peacefully under the breathless tropic noon.

Nobody replied, and he repeated his demarmterof mastery in his voice this time,
and a hint of growing angeiThe blacks moved uneasily, like a herd of cattle, at the
sound of his voice But not one spokeAll eyes, however, were staring at him in
certitude of expectancySomething was about happen, and they were waiting for

it, waiting with the unanimous, unstable metind for the one of them who would
make the first action that would precipitate all of them into a common
action. Sheldon looked for this one, for such was the one to f@aectly beneath

him he caught sight of the muzzle of a rifle, barely projecting between two black
bodies, that was slowly elevating toward hithwas held at the hip by a man in the
second row.

AWhat name you?0 Shel don gaitdedrmamwhgheld h o ut
the gun, who startled and lowered the muzzle.

Sheldon still held the whip hand, and he intended to keep it.

ACl ear out, al | younQGleddra ddwtysand hwalo
waterr Savvee! 0

AMe tal k, 0 s p ihik savagepvhose hhirg thesawasl caked with the
unwashed dirt of years.

A Oh, is that you, Tel epassfeYou tthesl Ilwhad m o
clear out, and you stop and talk along
AHIi m good fell afiMHoyn &twags atl men gr. ®pl y .

nwl |, what do you want?0 Sheldon ask:¢
carelessness the weakness of concession.

AThat fell a boyThddad oief goinied aunGpgoons,. wihom
Sheldon recognized.

AWhite Mary belong you ewenbonninBahgnoémghbece
belong Gogoomy.Gogoomy all the same chieBimeby me finish, Gogoomy big
fellachief, Whi t e Mar y INagoad. Yéupayme @edty tobacco, plenty
powder, plenty calico. o

AYou ol d scoundr el , 0 Anlaoar beSonee hedhadnbizen ¢ o n
chuckling over Joands recital of the ep
himself come to collect damages.

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

Gogoomy, 0 Sheldon order ed, Yéuwgbtalbng na me
uarters plenty quick. o

O =

A Me swa®tpe deéfiant answer.

AWhite Mary bélong you bang 6inMyh enaodr,do,
plenty big fella trouble you no pay. o

AYou talk along boys, 0 Shefidowm talld, 6 wi
hell along beachThenltalk w t h you. ©

Sheldon felt a slight vibration of the veranda, and knew that Joan had come out and
was standing by his sidBut he did not dare glance at h&rhere were too many
rifles down below there, and rifles had a way of going off from the hip.

Againthe veranda vibrated with her moving weight, and he knew that Joan had gone
into the house. A minute later she was back beside hirle had never seen her
smoke, and it struck him as peculiar that she should be smoking Tioan he
guessed the reasoklVith a quick glance, he noted the hand at her side, and in it the
familiar, papetwrapped dynamiteHe noted, also, the end of fuse, split properly,
into which had been inserted the head of a wax match.

NnTel epasse, you ol d r egongdbaahtMy wordt lend | oOm
gammon along you. o

AMe no gammon,MMe awadn tt héem cphaye fwhi t e Mary
Gogoomy. o0

Al ol | come down there and bang om head
toward the railing as if about to leapewv

An angry murmur arose, and the blacks surged restleslymuzzles of many guns
were rising from the hipsJoan was pressing the lighted end of the cigarette to the
fuse. A Snider went off with the roar of a bonagun, and Sheldon heard a pane of
window-glass crash behind hinAt the same moment Joan flung the dynamite, the
fuse hissing and spluttering, into the thick of the blacKsey scattered back in too
great haste to do any more shootir®atan, aroused by the one shot, was snarling
and m@nting to be let outJoan heard, and ran to let him out; and thereat the tragedy
was averted, and the comedy began.

Rifles and spears were dropped or flung aside in a wild scramble for the protection
of the cocoanut palmsSatan multiplied himselfNever had he been free to tear and
rend such a quantity of black flesh before, and he bit and snapped and rushed the
flying legs till the last pair were above his hedill were treed except Telepasse,

who was too old and fat, and he lay prone and withowtement where he had fallen;

while Satan, with too great a heart to worry an enemy that did not move, dashed
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frantically from tree to tree, barking and springing at those who clung on lowest
down.

Al fancy you need a | essammemakeddryly.o i n i n
Joandés eyes were scornful

AThere was no detonmMm®Beci des, Iithe daéatons:
manufactured that will explode thatchardet 6 s only a bottl e of

She put her fingers into her mouth, and Sheldon @dreess he saw her blow, like a
boy, a sharp, imperious whisileghe call she always used for her sailors, and that
always made him wince.

ATheyodre gone up the Bal esfubiat, tshherod i @1
Ol eson wi tclew. Hie 6 s b waalto®aswhen he gets starteSee him
banging theboysThey donét pull fast enough for

AAnNd now whatoés t d Yba bd/hend?®edheg oaugk egdha.s
keep it treed. o

A No: but I can teach them a | esson. o
Sheldon walked over tt¢ big bell.

nlt I's all right, o he ArMyp Ibioeyds taor eh eprr agc
bushmen, while these chaps are-sait er men, and therebds |
them.You watch the fun. o

He rang a general call, and by the time the twodned labourers trooped into the
compound Satan was once more penned in the {naog, complaining to high
heaven at his abominable treatmenie plantation hands were dancing wlances
around the base of every tree and filling the air with abuseituqkeration of their
hereditary enemiesThe skipper of th&libberty-Gibbetarrived in the thick of it, in

the first throes of oncoming fever, staggering as he walked, and shivering so severely
that he could scarcely hold the rifle he carriétls face was ghastly blue, his teeth
clicked and chattered, and the violent sunshine through which he walked could not
warm him.

Al 6dsitdosn, andk-k eep a guard oni Bddashidallhe c¢he
always ggettf ever when t herWw@wahwhat gre yewgoingttoe me n t
do?0

ARnGat her up the guns first of all .o
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Under Shel donds-bayd ancegartpossen coltedtesl thd scattsrex
arms and piled them in a heap on the veraridee modern rifles, stolen from Lunga,
Sheldon set asidéhe Sniders he smashed into fragments; the pile of spears, clubs,
and tomahawks he presented to Joan.

AA really wunique addition to your <coll
battl efield. o

Down on the beach he built a bonfire out of the contehteeocanoes, his blacks
smashing, breaking, and looting everything they laid hands Tme canoes
themselves, splintered and broken, filled with sand and-boxdters, were towed
out to ten fathoms of water and sunk.

ATen fathoms wirl It beem dtece pwcernko uigrh, & oShel d
back to the compound.

Here a Saturnalia had broken loos&he warsongs and dances were more
unrestrained, and, from abuse, the plantation blacks had turned to pelting their
helpless foes with pieces of wibohandfuls of pebbles, and chunks of coral
rock. And the seventjive lusty cannibals clung stoically to their trperches,
enduring the rain of missiles and snarling down promises of vengeance.

ATher edl | be wars for fortyhiys,ad s Sheal
laughed. n B u t I always fancy ol d Telepasse
pl antation. o

AEh, you old scoundrel, 0 he added, tur
impotent rage at the foot of the stegeNow head bedbmnigComgeou ba
on, Mi ss Lackl anldt Wwialnlg Den tf ustc omwrmri ng

AUgh, heolsd6bd oroatdh e rt yHgdreyyeu, Adanm Adam gid this.
devil-devil a wash.Soap and waterFill that washtub. Ornfiri, run and fetcld m
scrubbr ush. o

The Tahitians, back from their fishing and grinning at the bedlam of the compound,
entered into the joke.

fiTambd Tambd 6 shrieked the cannibals from
desecration, as they saw their chief tumbled intadubeand the sacred dirt rubbed
and soused from his body.

Joan, who had gone into the bungalow, tossed down a strip of white calico, in which
old Telepasse was promptly wrapped, and he stood forth, resplendent and purified,
withal he still spat and straregl from the soaguds with which Noa Noah had
gargled his throat.
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The houséboys were directed to fetch handcuffs, and, one by one, the Lunga
runaways were haled down out of their trees and madeSasidon ironed them in
pairs, and ran a steel chaindbgh the links of the ironsGogoomy was given a
lecture for his mutinous conduct and locked up for the afterndtren Sheldon
rewarded the plantation hands with an
withdrawn from the compound, permitted the Pastams men to descend from the
trees. And all afternoon he and Joan loafed in the cool of the veranda and watched
them diving down and emptying their sunken canoes of the sand and roclks
twilight when they embarked and paddled away with a feweénqaddlesA breeze

had sprung up, and tlkdibberty-Gibbethad already sailed for Lunga to return the
runaways.

CHAPTER Xl —MR. MORGAN AND MR. RAFF

Sheldon was back in the plantation superintending the building of a bridge, when the
schooneMalakularan in close and dropped anchdoan watched the taking in of

sai l and the swinging out of the boat w
men who came ashor&Vhile one of the houskoys ran to fetch Sheldon, she had

the visitors served witwhisky and soda, and sat and talked with them.

They seemed awkward and constrained in her presence, and she caught first one and
then the other looking at her with secret curiosiBhe felt that they were weighing

her, appraising her, and for the fitshe the anomalous position she occupied on
Berande sank sharply home to hémn the other hand, they puzzled h&hey were

neither traders nor sailors of any type she had knoWar did they talk like
gentlemen, despite the fact that there was ngtbffensive in their bearing and that

the veneer of ordinary social nicety was theitndoubtedly, they were men of
affairsd business men of a sort; but what affairs should they have in the Solomons,
and what business on Berand&Re elder one, Morgan,ag a huge man, bronzed

and moustached, with a deep bass voice and an almost guttural speech, and the other,
Raff, was slight and effeminate, with nervous hands and watery, washeplay

eyes, who spoke with a faint indefinable accent that was hauntemgiyiscent of

the Cockney, and that was yet not Cockney of any brand she had ever
encounteredWhatever they were, they were selide men, she concluded; and she

felt the impulse to shudder at thought of falling into their hands in a business
way. There, they would be merciless.

She watched Sheldon closely when he arrived, and divined that he was not
particularly delighted to see therBut see them he must, and so pressing was the
need that, after a little perfunctory general conversation, he leddhaén into the

stuffy office. Later in the afternoon, she asked Lalaperu where they had gone.

th Lalaperu; Lomlkedtmy twalek

AMy word, 0 qu
e | ng tree; | o-bkuém, gladkso ke b

0
6m ground b 0
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| and; | ook O6m rboabenry; wlooak @®@hewhsl i g f

AWhat fella man them two fella?d6 she qu

N

Big fella marster along white man, 0 wa

But Joan decided that they were men of impuar¢ain the Solomons, and that their
examination of the plantation and of its accounts was of sinister significance.

At dinner no word was dropped that gave a hint of their errdimng conversation

was on general topics; but Joan could not help noticirg ttbubled, absent
expression that occas.i OoAiter toffeg, slredefntbem; nt o
and at midnight, from across the compound, she could hear the low murmur of their
voices and see glowing the fiery ends of their cig&ip.early hersig she found

they had already departed on another tramp over the plantation.

AWhat vyou think?0 she asked Viabur.i
AShel don marster he go along finish sho
AWhat vyou think?0 she asked Ornfiri

ARShel don mar aktaleout albng §ydney¥ e 5 a wme Hedéinismk s o.
along Berande. 0

All day the examination of the plantation and the discussion went on; and all day the
skipper of theMalakulasent urgent messages ashore for the two men to hdsten.
was not until suset that they went down to the boat, and even then a final talk of
nearly an hour took place on the bea@heldon was combating somethinthat

she could plainly see; and that his two visitors were not giving in she could also
plainly see.

AWhat n aaske@ lmghtlg Wwhen Sheldon sat down to dinner.
He looked at her and smiled, but it was a very wan and wistful smile.

AMy word, 0 B@re wkeing Simenk goadowd @lk-tklk; sun he
come up talk-talk; all the time talkalk. What name tht fella talktalk?

AOh, not hHerslyugged listshodlder8. They were trying t
t hat was all . o

She looked at him challengingly.

Al't must have bdemwamoryeut lwdhro twhaatt.ed t o
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Al ndeed, no, MigeulLtlbal ahdamlfassurem d

ADondt | et wus f emnmcLeetahbadutbei ts,tad asSidgdd truet gad
introuble.| 6 m n o tTellane.Besilds,.| may be able to helpdtto suggest
somet hing. o

In the pause that followetie seemed to debate, not so much whether he would tell
her, as how to begin to tell her.

Al 6m American, you see, 0 she persisted,
of businesssensd. dondt | i ke 1t mydsaeléast mordiant | Kk
you have.Let us talk it over and findawayoudow much do you owe

AA thousand pounda8 smalabils] yoakndwel men,too,thiftyy e s o
of the boys finish their time next week, and their balances will average ten pounds
each. But what is the need of bothering your head withiR&ally, you knowd 0

AWhat i s Béraghée wowtl?

AWhatever Morgan and Raf A glanaceat herihtrtt 1 n g
expression decided himh Hughi e and | have suimdnd ei ght
our time. It is a good property, and worth more than thaiit it has three years to

run before its returns begin to come irhat is why Hughie and | engaged in trading

and recruiting. TheJessieand our stations came very near to payingrthming
expenses of Berande. O

AAnd Morgan and Raff offered you what?o0
AA thousand pounds clear, after paying
AThe thieves! 0 she cried.

ANo, theydre good KAsthey told e, a tmegns,worthima t |
more than one iswilinpt pay or to receive. o0

AAnd how much do you need to carry on B

ATwo hundred boys at s-sixhupredupowhdst maty@sar

hY

the main item. o
A My , how cheap | abTboiyssix hodeed pords eighteenu p !
thousand dollars, just for a lot of cannibalgét the place is good securitytou

could go down to Sydney and raise the m

He shook his head.
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AYou candét get them t o T hoeoykd vaet bpel eann ttaat ki
often. But | do hate to give the placediygnor e f or Hughi eds sake
own. He was bound up in itYou see, he was a persistent chap, and hated to
acknowledge defealtd it makes me uncomfortable to think of it mysélffle were

running slowly behindbut with theJessieve hoped to muddle through in some
fashion. 0

AYou were muddl ers, tIBatpagiou nfeeydnw,t wie
and Raff. | shall go down to Sydney on the n
secondhand schooner should be able to buy one for five or six thousand ddllars

0

He held up his hand in protest, but she waved it aside.

A | may manage t o f r At amhrate, the schaanay will thka ¢ k &
over thel e s shusmessYou can make your arraagents accordingly, and have
plenty of work for her when I getback. 6 m goi ng to become a

to the extent of my bag of sovereigns 6 ve got over fifteen |
know. We 6 | | draw up and tlags, wite yoa prinission, gndt n o w
know you wonodét refuse it.o

He looked at her with goedatured amusement.

AYou know | sail ed here alll the way froa
insisted.AiYou know whatNomy Ipdwersclwamgelddidt hem
rather be a part owner of Berande and get my returns in three years, than break ground
onPariSul ay and wait seven years. o

AANndOd eérchti bsi s s ¢ h &@leldanchanged his mind ard stopped.

hY

Yes, go on. o

=1

=1

You wono6ét be angry?0 he queried.

-1

N o , hisiobusingssGo on. o

1

Y @ @rd you would run her yoursed?be the captain, in shofi?and go
ecruiting on Mal aita?o

-

N Cer t We wollld/save the cost of a skipp&mder an agreement you would be
credited with a managersbsos adt aiBgsgessinchp |
i f you wonodot | et me bSulaygetamuchsmallervessel, |
andrunhermyselfSo what is the difference?0o0

AThe didwhg, eallehe difierence inthe worldn the case of PaSulay you
would be on an independent ventuxau could turn cannibal for all | could interfere
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in the matter. But on Berande, you would be my partner, and then | would be
responsibleAnd of cour se | couldnoét permit vy
recruter. | tell you, the thing is what | would not permit any sister or wife of @ine

0

ABut | 6m not going t oddrel ywowaurwipger,t ntehra
NBesi des, I tos all r ifdlihd unlko uosf, OA hime shietluc
and a woman, lib young, partners on an isolated plantatidry, the only practical

way out would be tda@at | 6d have to marry
AMi ne was a business proposition, not a
angry.fl wonder i f s omewheemanwhancouldacceptmeo r | d
for a comrade. O

ABut you are a woman just the same, 0 he
certain decenciéso

She sprang up and stamped her foot.

=1

Do you know what 16d |ike to say?0 she

=1

Yes, 0 he dmikleed, o syagyub6d Damn petticoat s
She nodded her head ruefully.

AThat 6s what | wanted t o s dgounddasthought s o
you meant it yourself, and that you mea

AWel | , | anButgla pleagghink overlong ptoposition, and let me know

in the moming. Theredés no wuse i n Yowmakeingecsas si n
angry. You are cowardly, you know, and very egotistitou are afraid of what other

fools will say. No matter how honest your motivekpthers criticized your actions

your feelings would be hurtAnd you think more about your own wretched feelings

than you do about minéAnd then, being a cowaddall men are at heart cowafds

you disguise your cowardice by calling it chivalriythank reaven that | was not

born a man.Goodnight. Do think itoverr And dondt What Befande | i s h .
needs is good American hustle¥ou donot kK n o wouwdneaa t ha
muddler. Besides, you are enervated.6 m f r es h tlLet me heeyouc | i ma
partner, and youdll see meCoaftetle,thévaer
yours already. o

Al should sayfiReabl e @08 Wwhkeveprgeivegysoan h av
adressinglowninmylife.] f any one had eapanyeverntdb d me
the present situation. . . . Yes, | confess, you have rattled my dry bones pretty
considerably. o

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

ABut that i1is nothing to the rattling th
and took her handii G o-night. And do, do give mea rational decision in the
morning. o

CHAPTER Xl —THE LOGIC OF YOUTH

n | wi sh | knew whether you are merely h
be a Sol omon planter, 0 Sheldon said in
n | wi sh you wer e reatedeii Yaodua pht aavbel emar el omrne
notions than any man | ever mat/hy in the name of common sense, in the name

of . : . fair play, canét you get it ir

you have known, and treat me accordinglydu surdy ought to know | am

different. | sailed my own schooner héreskipper, if you pleasel came here to
make my living.You know that; | 6vlet twds Daodidofpgl
|l &dm carrying it out, just as pDadstarted e t r
to sail and sail until he could find the proper islands for plantidg.died, and |

sailed and sailed until | arrived her®e | d sheshrugged her should&rd t h e
schooner is at the bottom of the sda. candt s ai teforalnrgmaih ar t h
hereeAnd a planter | shall certainly be. o

ARYoud & elee began.

Al havendét got to fibeokhongtbhackheni myec
moment | first set foot on your beach, | can see no false pretence that | have made
aboutmyself or my intentionsl was my natural self to you from the firdttold you

my pl ans; and yet you sit there and ca
really intend to become a planter, or whether it is all obstinacy and pretsnee.

let meassure you, for the last time, that | really and truly shall become a planter,
thanks to you, orin spiteofyoo you want me for a partr

ABut do you realize that | would be | oc
the South Seasifltook@aywng girl | i ke you in with me

ANo; d e c i Biitetteedle you are @gain, worrying about what idiots and the
generally evidminded will think of you.| should have thought you had learned-self
reliance on Berande, instead méeding to lean upon the moral support of every
whiskyyguz zIl ing worthless South Sea vagabon

He smiled, and said,

AYes, that iYsuatehmanswenabl&durs i3 the lagic of youth, and
no man can answer thathe facts of life can, buhey have no place in the logic of
youth. Youth must try to live according to its logid@-hat is the only way to learn
better. o
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N

There is no harm in trying?0 she inter

ABut tThatistheviergpointThe facts al waysandsheyas h vy
usually smash Iytoud hloisk hemlrdat, onioom.fri end
things; they are all right iusedtobeteve vy, Db
in such things onceThat is why | am here in the Solomons at prest . 0

Joan was impatientHe saw that she could not understahdafe was too clearly

simple to her.It was only the youth who was arguing with him, the youth with

y o ut h énsnded and avincible reasonindder s was only the Db
w 0 ma nodysHeltooked at her flushed, eager face, at the great ropes of hair coiled

on the small head, at the rounded lines of the figure showing plainly through the
homemade gown, and attheepeboy 6 s eyes, un ddeand he o o |
wondered why a beinthat was so much beautiful woman should be no woman at

all. Why in the deuce was she not carrbsjred, or crosgyed, or hardipped?

ASuppose we do become partners on Ber an:
a feeling of fright at the prospetttat was tangled with a contradictory feeling of

char m, Aei ther |1 0611 f al IProginguityliscdangerousi, t h vy
youknow.l n fact, 1t iIs propinquity that us!

Al f you t hiSvolmohstaocgatmariéloo sthhee b e g amWaevlrlat h f
there are better Realy, yourknow ahe aayiyau harphoa t 6 s
that one string would lead an unprejudiced listener to conclude that you are prurient
minded 0

She stopped, appallediis face had gone red and white with such abruptness as to
startle her.He was patently very angrnghe sipped the last of her coffee, and arose,
sayingg

Al 6l 1l wait until you are iIin a beThater t e
I S W hthee tmatter with you.You get angry too easily.Will you come
swimmingz?The tide is just right. o

Al f she were a man | 6d bundl e hbeat, of f
Tahitian sailors, sovereigns, daatdhe al | , C
room.

But that was the troubleShe was not a man, and where would she go, and what
would happen to her?

He got to his feet, lighted a cigarette, and her Stetson hat, hanging on the wall over
her revolverbelt, caught his eyeThat was the debof it, too. He did not want her

to go. After all, she had not grown up yethat was why her logic hurit was only

the logic of youth, but it could hurt damnably at tim@s.any rate, he would resolve
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upon one thing: never again would he loseteimper with herShe was a child; he
must remember thate sighed heavilyBut why in reasonableness had such a child
been incorporated in such a womands for

And as he continued to stare at her hat and think, the hurt he had received passed
away, ad he found himself cudgelling his brains for some way out of the miiddle

for some method by which she could remain on Beram&leehaperone! Why

not? He could send to Sydney on the first steamer for ¢teecould

Her trilling laughter smote upon hisverie, and he stepped to the screeor,

through which he could see her running down the path to the bAabler heels ran

two of her sailors, Papehara and Mahameme, in scarleldeas, with naked sheath

knives gleaming in their beltslt was anotker sample of her wilfulnessDespite
entreaties and commands, and warnings of the danger from sharks, she persisted in
swimming at any and all times, and by special preference, it seemed to him,
immediately after eating.

He watched her take the watdiving cleanly, like a boy, from the end of the little
pier; and he watched her strike out with single overhand stroke, her henchmen
swimming a dozen feet on either sidde did not have much faith in their ability to
beat off a hungry maeater, thoughdadid believe, implicitly, that their lives would

go bravely before hers in case of an attack.

Straight out they swam, their heads growing smaller and smalere was a slight,
restless heave to the sea, and soon the three heads were disappeaimhig Wwehin
greater frequencyHe strained his eyes to keep them in sight, and finally fetched the
telescope on to the veranda.squall was making over from the direction of Florida;
but then, she and her men laughed at squalls and the white choppyssea at
times. She certainly could swim, he had long since concluddtht came of her
training in Hawaii. But sharks were sharks, and he had known of more than one good
swimmer drowned in a tidep.

The squall blackened the sky, beat the ocean whiteewleehad last seen the three
heads, and then blotted out sea and sky and everything with its deluge dt rain.
passed on, and Berande emerged in the bright sunshine as the three swimmers
emerged from the se&heldon slipped inside with the telescoped through the
screendoor watched her run up the path, shaking down her hair as she ran, to the
freshwater shower under the house.

On the veranda that afternoon he broached the proposition of a chaperone as
delicately as he could, explaining the nedgssai Berande for such a body, a
housekeeper to run the boys and the storeroom, and perform divers other useful
functions. When he had finished, he waited anxiously for what Joan would say.
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AThen you donodt | i ke the way  broficsste bee
objection.And next, brushing his attempted e
would happen.Either | should cancel our partnership agreement and go away,

| eaving you to get another chaperone to
theold hen out in the whalboat and drown herDo you imagine for one moment

that | sailed my schooner down here to this raw edge of the earth in order to put
myself under a chaperone?o

ABut really . : . er . : . heyobjectek now a ¢

AWedve got al ong v er RidlIlhaveond on theie@é? Arar wi t
yet | was the only woman on boar@here are only three things | am afraid of
bumblebees, scarlet fever, and chaperonésgh! the clucking, eviiminded
mongers, finding wrong in everything, seeing sin in the most innocent actions, and
suggesting si yes, causingsthhby t heir di seased i magini

nPhew! 0 Shel don | eaned back from the t a

AYou neednoét worry about ugdoiulrf byeadf ain
planting, you would be sure to succeed as a writevels with a purpose, you
Kknow. o

n 1 didndot think there were persons 1in
retaliated.i But y ou a rdeyoucardryduacustodigns afrvit eu e . 0

He winced, but Joan rattled on with the platitudinous originality of youth.

AAs I f anything good were worth -ivohsi | e w
and handcuffs in order to keep it goodour desire for a chaperone as much as
impliesthat | am that sort of creaturé.prefer to be good because it is good to be
good, rather than becauseeyedamldd fbreu nbpa
| et me have a chance to be bad. o

=1

Budititis not d@htti® Wekaipukb.tders will t|

ALet t hem t-rhindedikvietchiedite bataause mgn like you are afraid of

thenastymi nded t hat you allow their opinion
Al am afraid you are a female Shelley, 0
to becomeyourpat ner i n order to protect you. o
Alf you take me as a partner in order t
that ¥ouadllll. dri ve pndeulianyt oyebbuyi ng Par i
AAll t he omorhe ragdadasarpt ed.
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ADo you know whatdedlfdlldll |Id of? on ds hseo ndee nmaann
who wondét want to protect me. o

Sheldon could not conceal the shock her words gave him.
AYou donét mean that, you know, 0 he ple

Al do; | | am sick &nd frred dfahis protection dodge.on 6t forar g et
moment that | am perfectly able to take care of mydgdfsides, | have eight of the
best protectors inthewoddmy s ai |l or s. 0O

AYou should have |Iived a thousand year
hence.You are very primitive, and equalbupermodern. The twentieth century is
no place for you.o

ABut t he Sol oYowwere livind likem dagageawhen | came along and
found youw eating nothing but tinned meat and scones that would have ruined the
digestion of a camelA n y w a ¢ remddiédvthat; and since we are to be partners,

it will stay remediedYou woné6t die of malnutrition,

Al f we enter i nto partnership, o0 he anno
you are not allowed to run the schoon¥ou can go down to Sydney and buy her,
but a skipper we must ha¥ed

AAt so much additional e-dripkengp, 8responsile,d mo ¢
and incapable man to booBe si de s, | 6d have the busin
man we could hire As for cambility, | tell you | can sail all around the average

broken captain or promoted able seaman you find in the South Sedg.ou know

|l am a navigator. o

ABut being my partner, 0 he said coolly,
AThank you faotr ntyelcloinntge nmpel atthed conduct i

She arose, tears of anger and mortification in her eyes, and went over to the
phonograph.

il wonder i f al | men are as ridicul ous

He shrugged his shoulders and smilBiscussion was uselgsdiehad learned that;

and he was resolved to keep his tempénd before the day was out she
capitulated. She was to go to Sydney on the first steamer, purchase the schooner,
and sail back with an island skipper on boatad then she inveigled Sheldon into
agreeing that she could take occasional cruises in the islands, though he was adamant
when it came to a recruiting trip on Malaitéhat was the one thing barred.
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And after it was all over, and a terse and busklikesagreement (by her urging)
drawn upand signed, Sheldon paced up and down for a full hour, meditating upon
how many different kinds of a fool he had made of himsklfvas an impossible
situation, and yet no more impossible than the previous one, and no more impossible
than the one thatould have obtained had she gone off on her own and bought Pari
Sulay. He had never seen a more independent woman who stood more in need of a
protector than this begninded girl who had landed on his beach with eight
picturesque savages, a lebgrrelled evolver, a bag of gold, and a gaudy
merchandise of imagined romance and adventure.

He had never read of anything to compare withTihe fictionists, as usual, were
exceeded by factThe whole thing was too preposterous to be tide.gnawed his
moustabe and smoked cigarette after cigare@atan, back from a prowl around

the compound, ran up to him and touched his hand with a cold, dampSicddon
caressed t he ani mal 6s ear s, t hen t hr e
heartily. What would the Caomissioner of the Solomons think®hat would his

people at home thinkAnd in the one breath he was glad that the partnership had

been effected and sorry that Joan Lackland had ever come to the Soldimense

went inside and looked at himself in andamirror. He studied the reflection long

and thoughtfully and wonderingly.

CHAPTER XIV —THE MARTHA

They were deep in a game of billiards
breakfast, when Viaburi entered and annouriced,

ABi g fellaupcmooner <cl ose

Even as he spoke, they heard the rumble of chain through ipépeseand from the
veranda saw a big blaglkainted schooner, swinging to her jastught anchor.

Altds a Yank@d8eé 1 bladkatahmtwelipdical stern!Ah, |
thoughtsad 0 as the Stars and-hadri pes flutter

Noa Noah, at Shel donbés direction, ran t

ANow what is an American vefslstteds dmotngad
though | 611 wadkleHername!'dVh@aan i saii lt .? 0

fiMartha, San Francisco, 0 Sheldonidnéedd, tlheolk
Yankee | ever heard of in the SolomonEhey are coming ashore, whoever they

are. And, by Jove, look at those men at the odrd. 6 s -white aew.INbw what
reason brings them here?bo0
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ATheydre not proper fid didl dores a® hhomernd o©d mma
boys that pulled in such fashior.ook at that fellow in the bo& the one just
jumping out; heb6d Pponmaoaroe at home on a

Theb o adredvscattered up and down the beach, ranging about with eager curiosity,
while the two men who had sat in the steheets opened the gate and came up the
path to the bungalowOne of them, a tall and slender man, was clad in white ducks
that fitted him like a semmilitary uniform. The other man, in nondescript garments
that were both of the sea and shore, and that must have been uncomfortably hot,
slouched and shambled like an overgrown ape.complete the illusion, his face
seemed to sprouniall directions with a dense, bushy mass of red whiskers, while
his eyes were small and sharp and restless.

Sheldon, who had gone to the head of the steps, introduced them toT¥man.
bewhiskered individual, who looked like a Scotsman, had the Teutame of Von

Blix, and spoke with a strong American accefitie tall man in the wellitting

ducks, who gave the English name of Tdddohn Tudod talked purelyenunciated
English such as any cultured American would talk, save for the fact that it was most
delicately and subtly touched by a faint German accéoén decided that she had
been helped to identify the accent by the short Geloaking moustache that did

not conceal the mouth and its full red
but forsome harshness or severity of spirit that had moulded them masculinely.

Von Blix was rough and boorish, but Tudor was gracefully easy in everything he did,
or looked, or saidHis blue eyes sparkled and flashed, his cleatrmobile features

were an indexo his slightest shades of feeling and expresslda.bubbled with
enthusiasms, and his faintest smile or lightest laugh seemed spontaneous and
genuine.But it was only occasionally at first that he spoke, for Von Blix told their
story and stated thearrand.

They were on a goldunting expedition.He was the leader, and Tudor was his
lieutenant. All hand®d and there were twentyigh® were shareholders, in varying
proportions, in the adventureSeveral were sailors, but the large majority were
miners,culled from all the camps from Mexico to the Arctic Ocedinwas the old

and eveiuntiring pursuit of gold, and they had come to the Solomons to geait.

of them, under the leadership of Tudor, were to go up the Balesuna and penetrate the
mountainais heart of Guadalcanar, while tklartha, under Von Blix, sailed away

for Malaita to put through similar exploration.

AAnd so, 0 said Von BIlix, Afor Mr .- Tudo
boyss.Can we get them from you?o

A Of cour s e waor bokel in.fi Yocawy ,ave only to ch
considerthemworthYou pay them si x pounds a year
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o o

Il n the first place we c an\et asgparsehotriten
n the plantation as it is.o

iWe 06 Tudor adsKRéeéengyoboakhbye a IKfunderstoodbat a p
Guvutu that you were alone, that you ha

Sheldon inclined his head toward Joan, and as he spoke she felt that he had become
a trifle stiff.

AMi ss Lackl and h athe pladation sirece therBut eoretusitoe d i n
theboysWe canét spare them, and Yooeus icdoeusl,d né
get them to accompany you beyond Bi nu,
from here. They are Malaitanen, and thy are afraid of being eateifhey would

desert you at the first opportunityt.ou could get the Binu men to accompany you
another dayos | o ulandsebut at theHinstaall gf hhe fiodthdls g r a s

look for them to turn backThey likewiseae di si nclined to bein
Als it as bad as that?0 asked Von Bl i x.
AThe i1interior of Guadalcanar has$iThever

bushmen are as wild men as are to be found anywhere in the wolidg.tb have

never seen one.&nbnbsphave never seen a man who has seen dhey never

come down to the coast, though their scouting parties occasionally eat a coast native
who has wandered too far inlandNobody knows anything abouttheti.th ey don 6t
even use tobac@ohave never learndts use. The Austrian expeditiah scientists,

you knowd got part way in before it was cut to piecéEhe monument is up the

beach there several mile€nly one man got back to the coast to tell the tAlrd

now you have all | or any other manknowstofda i nsi de of Guadal c

ABut Odgavd you heard of g o | di?Dbo Tyuoduo r k nacs
anything about gol d?0

Sheldon smiled, while the two visitors hung eagerly upon his words.

AYou can go two miles up theavdihbdbesudana
itoften. There is gold undoubtedly back in t]|

Tudor and Von Blix looked triumphantly at each other.

AOl d Wheat sheafds yarn was truefiAntdheinf, O
Malaita turns out as wéll o

Tudor broke & and looked at Joan.

t was the tale of this old bea&baombe
[

I
I X befriended hi nmHedaumed avdaddredsed ISktklddntlh e s e

W =
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think we shall prove that white men have been through the Heéauiamlalcanar long
before the time of the Austrian expedit

Sheldon shrugged his shoulders.

AWe have never heard of Theh hedddvessedivenr e, 0
Blix. i1As to the boys, you couldndét wse t h:
many as you want as far as thedlow many of your party are going, and how soon
will you start?o

ATen, 0 said Tudor ; Anine men and myself

AAnd you should bemablrewto Y¥oar BilTdhaey sai
boats should practically ben&cked together this afternoomo-morrow should see

the oultfit portioned and packeds for theMartha, Mr . Shel don, weol
ashore this afternoon and sail by sundo

As the two men returned down the path to their boat, Sheldon regavdad J
quizzically.

ATherebs romance for y d gold-luntirty eemoagathed |, A
canni bal s. o

ARA title for &O0Obpokedt-sluntng A&nrongeahéd Bead d
Hunt eiyd . &oul dnét it sell ! 0

AAnNd now arené6t yooceanuy pbamtiec andcke lod
i nvesting in such an adventure. o

Alf | did, o she retorted, AVon BIlix wou
to Mal aita. o

Al dondét doubt but what he would jump a
AWhat do you thiehk of them?0 she ask

A Oh, old Von Blix 1s all right, a- sol i«
awayd too much on the surface, you knoW.it came to being wrecked on a desert
island, 1 6d prefer Von Blix. o

Al dondt quite unddvhatghdyvaghoastojudort
AYou remember Browningbés o6Last Duchessé

She nodded.
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nWwel | | Tudor deminds me of her

ABut she was delightful .o

~

A So s hButsheavas.a womarDne expects something different from a dhan

more control, you know, more restraint, maigiberation. A man must be more

solid, more solid and steadying and less effervescedd. man of Tudor 6s
onmynervesOne demands more repose from a ma

Joan felt that she did not quite agree with his judgment; and, somehow, Sheldon
cawght her feeling and was disturbetle remembered noting how her eyes had
brightened as she talked with the newcaineonfound it all, was he getting jealous?

he asked himselWhy s houl dndot R bkat coregrmewas itoffhisg ht e n ”

A second boat hatteen lowered, and the outfit of the shore party was landed
rapidly. A dozen of the crew put the knockddwn boats together on the

beach. There were five of these cré&fiean and narrow, with flaring sides, and
remarkably long.Each was equipped withriee paddles and several irshod poles.

AYou chaps certaiwmdryk ,ste eSrh dlod &km otwo Ird verm.
The man spat a mouthful of tobaejeice into the white sand, and answeéed,

AWe use Oemhiely 6Akasnoa el Ingpdnghdats, amdyouhe Y

can bet your | i fE€Ehithegbeekalrlacher paska.
them Northernstream$& i ve hundred pounds in one of
snake it along in a way thatodéd surprise

At sunset théviartha broke out her anchor and got under way, dipping her flag and
saluting with a bomb gunThe Union Jack ran up and down the staff, and Sheldon
replied with his brass sigrahnnon.The miners pitched their tents in the compound,
and cooked on the beach, lghTudor dined with Joan and Sheldon.

Their guest seemed to have been everywhere and seen everything and met
everybody, and, encouraged by Joan, his talk was largely upon his own
adventuresHe was an adventurer of adventurers, and by his own accoubébad

born into adventureDescended from old New England stock, his father a consul
general, he had been born in Germany, in which country he had received his early
education and his accerithen, still a boy, he had rejoined his father in Turkey, and
accompanied him later to Persia, his father having been appointed Minister to that
country.

Tudor had always been a wanderer, and with facile wit and quick vivid description
he leaped from episode and place to episode and place, relating his experiences
seemingly not because they were his, but for the sake of their bizarreness and
unigueness, for the unusual incident or the laughable situdtietmad gone through
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South American revolutions, been a Rough Rider in Cuba, a scout in South Africa, a
war corespondent in the Russapanese walkle hadmushedlogs in the Klondike,

washed gold from the sands of Nome, and edited a newspaper in San Frahiugsco.
President of the United States was his friekig was equally at home in the clubs

of Londonandta Continent, the Grand Hot el at
shanties in the Nevédever country.He had shot big game in Siam, pearled in the
Paumotus, visited Tolstoy, seen the Passion Play, and crossed the Andes-on mule
back; while he was a living dicéory of the fever holes of West Africa.

Sheldon leaned back in his chair on the veranda, sipping his coffee and listaning.
spite of himself he felt touched by the charm of the man who had led so varied a
life. And yet Sheldon was not comfortablé seemed to him that the man addressed
himself particularly to JoanHis words and smiles were directed impartially toward
both of them, yet Sheldon was certain, had the two men of them been alone, that the
conversation would have been along differentdin€udor had seen the effect on
Joan and deliberately continued the flow of reminiscence, netting her in the glamour
of romance. Sheldon watched her rapt attention, listened to her spontaneous
laughter, quick questions, and passing judgments, and falt ghithin him the
dawning consciousness that he loved her.

So he was very quiet and almost sad, though at times he was aware of a distinct

Il rritation against his guest, and he ev
tale was true and how any otibuld be proved or disprovedn this connection, as

if the scene had been prepared by a clever playwright, Utami came upon the veranda

to report to Joan the capture of a crocodile in the trap they had made for her.

Tudor s face, I | Iwithnwhiohaht was lighting hts lcigarettea t ¢ h
caught Utami 6s eye, and Utami forgot to
AHel |l o, Tudor, 0 he said, with a familia
The Polynesiandéds hand went out, and Tud
AWho 1 s i ti?210 chaen Gats kseede. you. O

AUt ami . 0

1

And who t he dWhcekreensdiids IUteavneir? meet you,

1

You no Huahinge&t Utt meniin Lalsitkdudghthemai | ? 0

Tudor gripped the Tahitianos lpenumink a s
heartiness.
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AThere was only one Kummnnetkahlaswbyage arathat o ut
kanakawas JoeT he deuce take it, ma n , Il 6m gl ad
your new name before. o

ARYes, everybody sHpahinekUtamemy dame all thé tone, qustt h e
the same. 0

ABut what are you doing here?06 Tudor as
eagerly forward.

AMe sail al ong Mi s s i MiéléeL We goaTlakatin Ra@mteah e r S
Tahaa, BoraéBora, Manua, TutuilaApia, Savaii, and Fiji Islandsplenty Fiji

Islands. Me stop along Missie Lackalanna in SolomoN®&ry soon she catch other
schooner . 0

AHe and | were the twduaioer i Todoer oéxplha
the others.i F i-devery all told otvoard when we sailed from Huapa, and Joe and |

were the only two that ever set foot on land agatiurricane, you know, in the
PaumotusThat was when | was after pearl s. o

AAnd you never told me, Utami, that vyou
reproachfully.

The big Tahitian shifted his weight and flashed his teeth in a conciliating smile.
AMe no toéoink nothing o6t all, o0 he said.

He halfturned, as if to depart, by his manner indicating that he considered it time to
go while yet he desired temain.

Al I right, Ufiladi |, osde dyou siamdt he mor ni

AHe saved my |ife, the beggar, 0 Tudor ¢
with heavy softness of foot went down the stefisS w i Inmever met a better
swimmero

And thereat, solicited by Joan, Tudor narrated the wreck ofitiadineg while
Shel don smoked and pondered, and deci de
were, he was at least not a liar.

CHAPTER XV —A DISCOURSE ON MANNERS

The days passed, and Tudseemed loath to leave the hospitality of
Berande.Everything was ready for the start, but he lingered on, spending much time

i n Joands company and thereby indeeasin
went swimming with her, in point of rashnesseading her; and dynamited fish
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with her, diving among the hungry groustarks and contesting with them for
possession of the stunned prey, until he earned the approval of the whole Tahitian
crew. Ar ahu chall enged him t o leavemghalf tathef i s h
shark and bringing the other half himself to the surface; and Tudor performed the
feat, a flip from the sandpaper hide of the astonished shark scraping several inches
of skin from his shoulderAnd Joan was delighted, while Sheldongking on,

realized that here was the hero of her adverdueams coming trueShe did not

care for love, but he felt that if ever she did love it would be that sort of & rfamn

man who exhibited, 0o was his way of putt

He felt himself handicapped the presence of Tudor, who had the gift of making a

show of all his qualitiesSheldon knew himself for a brave man, wherefore he made

no advertisement of the fadte knew that just as readily as the other would he dive
among groungharks to save ad, but in that fact he could find no sanction for the
foolhardy act of diving among sharks for the half of a fihe difference between

them was that he kept the curtain of his shop window ddwe.pulsed steadily and

deep in him, and it was not hmature needlessly to agitate the surface so that the
world could see the splash hewas makidgn d t he effect of t he
exhibitions was to make him retreat more deeply within himself and wrap himself
more thickly than ever in the nerveleswical calm of his race.

AYou are so stupid the
you were sick, or bilious, or something.o u d o n
above black labour and cocoanu®h at i s t

|l asfiOhewwdald, dF
Ot seem to have
he matter ?0

Sheldonsmiled and beat a further retreat within himself, listening the while to Joan
and Tudor propounding the theory of the strong arm by which the white man ordered
life among the lesser breedAs he listened Sheldon realized, as by revelation, that
that wasprecisely what he was doing/Vhile they philosophized about it he was
living it, placing the strong hand of his race firmly on the shoulders of the lesser
breeds that laboured on Berande or menaced it from Btdrwhy talk about it? he
asked himselflt was sufficient to do it and be done with it.

He said as much, dryly and quietly, and found himself involved in a discussion, with
Joan and Tudor siding against him, in which a more astounding charge than ever he
had dreamed of was made against the t#eylish control and reserve of which he

was secretly proud.

AThe Yankees talk a | ot about what t he\)
looked down upon by the English as braggaBat the Yankee is only a child-de

does not know effectually how tbrag. He talks about it, you seeBut the
Englishman goes him one better by not talking aboutTith e Engl i shma
proverbial lack of bragging is a subtler form of brag after klis really clever, as

you will agree. o
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A | never thoaghoai@fi itedaudhgbshnean performs

some terrifically heroic exploit, and is very modest and resérvetlises to talk
aboutitataband the effect I s that by his sil
like this every day.lt is as easys rolling off a log. You ought to see the really

heroic things | could do if they ever came my wdut this little thing, this little

episodér eal | vy, donot y Ou know, I fail t o
unus Wafbr.mé, if | went up in a posler explosion, or saved a hundred lives,

|l 6d want al l my friends tolbdabeabooude
Lucifer over the affarConf es s, Mr . Shel don, dondét

when youbve done somesRibng daring or <co

Sheldon nodded.

AThen, 0 she pressed home the point, A i
careless indifference equivalent to tel
AYes, it 1 siBatheeadmitt e dtimarhatteroftrainiegs e v e
and theEnglish are better trained, that is aour countrymen will be trained as

wellintime.As Mr . Tudor said, the Yankees ar

AThank goodness we havendt begun to tel

AOh, but you have.,nioY ouh enedroen tseaild nggu incek |
only the other day.You remember when you were going up the lantalyards
hand overhand¥ our f ace was the personificatio

Al't was no such thing. o

APardon me a moimM¥ o ticewak ds ealmaadpeacefuhas though

you were reclining in a steamehair. To look at your face one would have inferred

that carrying the weight of your body up a rope hand over hand was a very
commonplace accomplishménas easy as rolling offalogdnd you neednod
me , Mi ss Lackl and, that you didndt mak
rope. But, like any circus athlete, you trained yourself out of the-faaking

period. You trained your face to hide your feelings, to hide the exhaustfort

your muscles were makindt was, to quote Mr. Tudor, a subtler exhibition of
physical prowess.And that is all our English reservedi® mere matter of

training. Certainly we are proud inside of the things we do and have done, proud as
Luciferd yes, and prouderBut we have grown up, and no longer talk about such
things. o

Al surrendeirYoou Jaoraen ncoti esdoo stupi d after
AYes, you have us fBuetr ey ®u Twawlrd nddtmi i & «
hadndét brokemsyour training rul
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N

How do you mean?o

N

By talking about it. o

Joan clapped her hands in approvBlidor lighted a fresh cigarette, while Sheldon
sat on, imperturbably silent.

N

He got you themavhy doamwtclyalul emgesd. hin

N

Real |l y, | aogndi nghit ok saifl, &k n®lwe Indyo np ossa
sound, and that is satisfactory enough.

AYou might retort, o she suggested, #ftha
he must descend to kindergarten idioms in order to make himself intelligibat

was why you broke training ruleslt was the only way to make us children
understand. o

AYoubve deserted in the heat of t he ba
enemy, 0 Tudor said plaintively.

But she was not listeningnstead, she wa®bking intently across the compound
and out to seaThey followed her gaze, and saw a green light and the loom of a
vessel 0s sail s.

I wo n d e Marthdc ointe6 b atctke 0 Tudor hazarded.

=1

~

inNo, the sidel.
out. Donadt you bk
theMartha. 0

ght iAsB etsa al e lsgpwhedwedpd ¥ ®  a
ay wbem@not be sweeping
A Bes i ddathahas b gasoline engidawentyfive horsepower , 0 Tud:
added.

AJust the sort of a craft nflollynusisseedf J o an
canodt get a s clhmighbtgetearseconti amd aeng@nge ngut

AThat would mean the additional expense
ABut i1t would pay for itself by @uicker
good as insurancd.know. | 6 ve knocked aboutBeswaspiings't
you werenodot so mediaeval, I could be s

wages. o0

He did not reply to her thrust, and she glanced at e was looking out over ¢
water, and in the lantern light she noted the lines of hi$fateng, stern, dogged,
the mouth almost chaste but firmer and thiAner p p e d t hRBontheTistd or 6 s
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time she realized the quality of his strength, the calm and quiet of it, its simple
integrity and reposeful determinatioshe glanced quickly at Tudor on the other
side of her.It was a handsomer face, one that was more immediately ple&iimg.

she did not like the moutht was made for kissing, and she abhorred kis3éss

was rot a deliberately achieved concept; it came to her in the form of a faint and
vaguely intangible repulsionFor the moment she knew a fleeting doubt of the
man. Perhaps Sheldon was right in his judgment of the otBke did not know, and

it concerned ér little; for boats, and the sea, and the things and happenings of the
sea were of far more vital interest to her than men, and the next moment she was
staring through the warm tropic darkness at the loom of the sails and the steady green
of the moving glelight, and listening eagerly to the click of the sweeps in the
rowlocks.1 n her minddés eye she could see th
bending rhythmically to the work, and somewhere on that strange deck she knew was
the inevitable mastanan,conning the vessel in to its anchorage, peering at the dim
treeline of the shore, judging the deceitful nighstances, feeling on his cheek the

first fans of the land breeze that was even then beginning to blow, weighing, thinking,
measuring, gauging ¢éhscore or more of ewshifting forces, through which, by
which, and in spite of which he directed the steady equilibrium of his coStse.

knew it because she loved it, and she was alive to it as only a sailor could be.

Twice she heard the splash ofethead, and listened intently for the cry that
followed. Once a mandés Vvoice spoke, | ow, I mp
thrilled with the delight of it.It was only a direction to the man at the wheel to port

his helm. She watched the slight alieg of the course, and knew that it was for the
purpose of enabling the fliauled sails to catch those first fans of the land breeze,

and she waited for the same | Adndagaini ce t
she thrilled when it did utteritOnee mor e t he | ead spl ashed
was the resultingcryiLet go! 6 the | ow voice c¢ame

followed by the surging rumble of the anckadrain. The clicking of the sheaves in
the blocks as the sails ran down, headsfirst, was music to her; and she detected
on the instant the jamming of ajdownhaul, and almost saw the impatient jerk with
which the sailor must have clearedor did she take interest in the two men beside
her till both lights, red and green, cam# view as the anchor checked the onward
way.

Sheldon was wondering as to the identity of the craft, while Tudor persisted in
believing it might be thélartha

=1

| t OMinertahe Joan said decidedly.

=1

How do you know?0 Sheekrdfla asked, scept

A

Al t s a ket Anidbdsides,bcoyd tal anywhéerehthe rattle of her main
peakblock§t hey6re too | arge for the halyard
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A dark figure crossed the compound diagonally from the beach gate, where whoever
it was had been watching thiessel.

Als that you, Utami ?0 Joan call ed.

ANo, Mi ssi e; me Matapuu, 0 was the answe
AWhat vessel i's 1 t?o0

A Me tMinerva ko

Joan looked triumphantly at Sheldon, who bowed.

Al f Matapuu says so it must be so, 0 he
ABut when Joan yloaic kdloaunbdt , 9a yssh es oc,r i e d, A
ability as a skipper.B u t never mi nd, youol |l be so
unkindnessTher e6és the boat | owering now, an

hands with Christian Young. O

Lalaperu brought out éhglasses and cigarettes and the eternal whisky and soda, and
before the five minutes were past the gate clicked and Christian Young, tawny and
golden, gentle of voice and look and hand, came up the bungalow steps and joined
them.

CHAPTER XVI —THE GIRL WHO HAD NOT GROWN
UP

News, as usual, Christian Young brouymews of the drinking at Guvutu, where

the men boasted that they drank between drinks; news of the new rifles adrift on
Ysabel, of the | atest murders on aihal ai t
last and most important, news that Matambohad gone on a reef in the Shortlands

and would be laid off one run for repairs.

AThat means five weeks more before you
AAnd that we ar e headdedrmefulypr eci ous ti me, O

~

Al f you want t Opolgsails fromm TBagideme y r ow haf t er n
Young said.

ABut I t hought she was runni ng recr ui
objected.n At any rate, | could cat coheohtteer t o
Weir Line freightersl t 6s a | ong way around, but st

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

AThi s Upolmes tdiei ng straight t ol Shyedmse yg,04d r
to dry-dock, you see; and you can catch her as late as fivotmow afternood at
least, so her first officer told me. o

ABut |l 6ve got t oJoan tookedaat the umeruwitln a Wwhimsicalt . 0
expression.il 6ve some slhoppnodtg weardot hese Ber
Sydney. | must buy cloth at Guvutu and make myself a slrédsgring the voyage

down.I 61 | st ardtinanhoord chil atpeelryu, you bring o0n
Adam along me.T e | | Om t hat f ekhi-kaatakeOalongf whala ma k
b o a Bhe oose to her feet, looking at SheldédhAnd vy o u, p lbeya s e, r
carry down the whalboa® my boat, you knowl 6 | | be off in an h

Both Sheldon and Tudor looked at their watches.

Al t 6sniagnhtalrlow, of YSdwe | dioghhts awdab.t ti I | mor
AANnd mi ss mW\o, thdnk yop. Besided, th&poluis not a regular
passenger steamer, and she is just as liable to sail ahead of time as ofniime.

from what | hear about those Guvutu sybarites, the best time to shop will be in the
moming. And now youol | have to excuse me, f

|l bl over with you, o0 Sheldon announced.

=1

ALet me run Mmnervp veai d nYd threg .
She shook her head laughingly.

Al 6m goi ng-boatnOnteh ewowhladl et hi nk, from all
never been away from home beforéou, Mr. Sheldon, & my partner, | cannot

permit to desert Berande and your work out of a mistaken notion of coultgsy

wonot per mit me to be skipper, I wonot
protector of young wo me And ashfar yod,@aptdint nee
Young, you know very well that you just left Guvutu this morning, that you are bound

for Marau, and that you said yourself that in two hours you are getting under way
again. o

you safely swcatiias s ? 0
S nerves.

ABut may | not

s e
rasped on Shel don

e
0
ANo, no, and afffondbwe, al hgotryedrtl worKk

came to the Solomons to work, not to be escorted about like aFadwlthat matter,
hereds my escort, ldarkde thhewr & are seven m

Adamu Adam stood beside her, towering above her, as he towered above the three
white men. The clinging cotton undershirt he wore could not hide the bulge of his
tremendous muscles.
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ALook at hi s iflidsdt ,hoa tsea itdd rTraedcoarit.tv. @ a p unc

A | dondét bohndaughedyeoniniscéentlyi | saw him hit the
Swedish bark on the beach at Levuka, inthe Fljigs. was t he Isawvpt ai n
it all myself, and it was splendidAdamu only hit him once, and he broke¢ man 6 s
aim.You remember, Adamu?o

The big Tahitian smiled and nodded, his black eyes, soft andikieeseeming to
give the lie to so belligerent a nature.

AnWe start I n armolmaurf oirn Gulveit whalbe g ©br
him. i T el | broyhersyy mall of them, so that they can get reatye catch

the Upolu for Sydney. You will all come along, and sail back to the Solomons in the

new schooner.Take your extra shirts and dungarees aloRtenty cold weather

down there.Now run along, ad tell them to hurry.Leave the guns behindlurn

them over to Mr. SheldorWe wondét need t hem. o

Al f you are r edd |Sheblednatn ubpeognang.oi ng

AThat 6s settled | ongilagm, goism@ Bawot s piadcl id d
tell you what youcan do for mé issue some tobacco and other stuff they want to
my men. 0

An hour later the three men had shaken hands with Joan down on the 8aach.
gave the signal, and the boat shoved of
and Adamu Adam &he steeringsweep.Joan was standing up in the stshreets,

reiterating her goothye® a slim figure of a woman in the tigfitting jacket she

had worn ashore from the wreck, theldm@a r r el | ed Col t 6s revol
loose belt around her waitiercleac ut f ace | i ke a boyds wun
failed to conceal the heavy masses of hair beneath.

AYouod better get i nt o fAsThheelrteedrs, 0a shieg
coming. And | hope youbve got pl enGopd of C
byel Goodbye, everybody! o

Her last words came out of the darkness, which wrapped itself solidly about the
boat. Yet they continued to stare into the blackness in the direction in which the boat
had disappeared, listening to the steady clickebars in the rowlocks until it faded
away and ceased.

AShe is only a girl, o6 Chr i sThe distcoveryo un g
seemed to have been made on the spur of the morfieBthe 1 s only a
repeated with greater solemnity.

AA dapsrheetdt y one, and a goofdShter acveerl tl airn Ic
spunk, eh, Sheldon?5o9
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nYes, she i s brave, 0 was the reluctant
talk about her.

AThat 6s the Ameri caniPafshit addeigydmgpr awar
independencewh at do you think, skipper?o

Al think she is young, very yoMnega only
continuing to stare into the blackness that hid the sea.

The blackness seemed suddenly to increase in densityhepdgtumbled up the
beach, feeling their way to the gate.

AWatch out for nuts, o0 Sheldon warned, a
the palms. They joined hands and staggered up the path, with the ripe cocoanuts
thudding in a monstrous raall around them.They gained the veranda, where they

sat in silence over their whisky, each man staring straight out to sea, where the wildly
swinging ridinglight of theMinervacould be seen in the lulls of the driving rain.

Somewhere out there, Sheldflected, was Joan Lackland, the girl who had not
grown up, the woman good to |l ook upon,
leaving Berande amid storm and conflict in much the same manner that she had first
arrived, in the stersheets of her wdle-boat, Adamu Adam steering, her savage crew
bending to the oarsAnd she was taking her Stetson hat with her, along with the
cartridgebelt and the longparrelled revolver.He suddenly discovered an immense
affection for those fripperies of hers atiath he had secretly laughed when first he
saw them.He became aware of the sentimental direction in which his fancy was
leading him, and felt inclined to lauglBut he did not laughThe next moment he

was busy visioning the hat, and belt, and revoigndoubtedly this was love, he
thought, and he felt a tiny glow of pride in him in that the Solomons had not
succeeded in killing all his sentiment.

An hour later, Christian Young stood up, knocked out his pipe, and prepared to go
aboard and get under way

ARnSheds all right, o he said, apropos of
what was in each of their mind6She6s got -caeguoodnhbloasth@®&d s
herself. Goodnight, Mr. Sheldon. Anything | can do for you down Marau

w a y P@trned and pointed to a widening space of starry $ky.t 6 s goi ng t
fine night after all. With this favouring bit of breeze she has sail on already, and

sheodl | make Guoadhugbty. daylight.
A | guess |06l turn i @ and macing hismglass an th& ud o r
table. il 61 | start the flitrsst keham gdiisng rtahcee fr

been hanging on heré&oodn i ght . 0
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Sheldon, sitting on alone, wondered if the other man would have decided to pull out

In the morning hd Joan not sailed awayVell, there was one bit of consolation in

it: Joan had certainly lingered at Berande for no man, noteven Tidor. st ar t i 1|
h o w@rhér words rang in his brain, and under his eyelids he could see her as she
stood up and uttereadem. He smiled. The instant she heard the news she had made

up her mind to golt was not very flattering to man, but what could any man count

in her eyes when a schooner waiting to be bought in Sydney was in the Wimak?

a creature!What a creat!

* k k% %

Berande was a lonely place to Sheldon in the days that follolmethe morning

after Joanb6s departure, he had seen Tud
in the late afternoon, through his telescope, he had seen the smok&pblhnthat

was bearing Joan away to Sydney; and in the evening he sat down to dinner in solitary
state, devoting more of his time to looking at her empty chair than to his Fed.

never came out on the veranda without glancing first of all at her gsass in the

corner of the compound; and one evening, idly knocking the balls about on the
billiard table, he came to himself to find himself standing staring at the nail upon
which from the first she had hung her Stetson hat and her reNaster

Why shoud he care for her? he demanded of himself angBlyge was certainly the

last woman in the world he would have thought of choosing for himikel.er had

he encountered one who had so thoroughly irritated him, rasped his feelings, smashed
his conventios, and violated nearly every attribute of what had been his ideal of
woman. Had he been too long away from the worldad he forgotten what the race

of women was likeANVas it merely a case of propinquity nd s he wasnot
woman. She was a masguader. Under all her seeming of woman, she was a boy,
playing a boyds pranks, diving for fish
for adventure, and, what was more, going out in search of it in her-wbatealong

with her savage islanders aner bag of sovereign8ut he loved he&r that was the

point of it all, and he did not try to evade e was not sorry that it was séle

loved hed that was the overwhelming, astounding fact.

Once again he discovered a big enthusiasm for Beraflllethe bubblellusions
concerning the life of the tropical planter had been pricked by the stern facts of the
Solomons. Following the death of Hughie, he had resolved to muddle along
somehow with the plantation; but this resolve had not been based upon
desre. Instead, it was based upon the inherent stubbornness of his nature and his
dislike to give over an attempted task.

But now it was different.Berande meant everythindt must succeeadl not merely

because Joan was a partner in it, but because he wanteake that partnership
permanently binding.Three more years and the plantation would be a splendid
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paying investmentThey could then take yearly trips to Australia, and oftener; and
an occasional run home to Engléndr Hawaii, would come as a mattarcourse.

He spent his evenings poring over accounts, or making endless calculations based on
cheaper freights for copra and on the possible maximum and minimum market prices
for that staple of commerceHis days were spent out on the plantatidie
undertook more clearing of bush; and clearing and planting went on, under his
personal supervision, at a faster pace than ever befdeeexperimented with
premiums for extra work performed by the black boys, and yearned continually for
more of them to pub work. Not until Joan could return on the schooner would this

be possible, for the professional recruiters were all under long contracts to the
Fulcrum Brothers, Morgan and Raff, and the Fires, Philp Company; while
the Flibberty-Gibbetwas wholly occumd in running about among his widely
scattered trading stations, which extended from the coast of New Georgia in one
direction to Ulava and Sikiana in the oth&lacks he must have, and, if Joan were
fortunate in getting a schooner, three months at least elapse before the first
recruits could be landed on Berande.

A week after theJ p o | departure, thdMalakuladropped anchor and her skipper
came ashore for a game of billiards and to gossip until the land breeze sprang
up. Besides, as he told higgercargo, he simply had to come ashore, not merely to
deliver the large package of seeds with full instructions for planting from Joan, but
to shock Sheldon with the little surprise born of information he was bringing with
him.

Captain Auckland played ¢hbilliards first, and it was not until he was comfortably
seated in a steamehair, his second whisky securely in his hand, that he let off his
bomb.

AA great piec
owner of BerandeSayss h e

e, that Mi ssfiCladkrsan-do obfe
0s yolus phatnetraight?09
Sheldon nodded coldly.

AYou do mhattisasuapyiseWe |l | , she hasndét convi nce
it Theydére pretty used tdhalhabeghlastopiprec
have his laugh out and mop his bald head with a trade handkerchieBut t ha't
partnership yarn of hers was too big to swallow, though it gave them the excuse for

a few more drinks. o

AThere is nothilntg iisr raeng udradi naabrdybeldon sti.n e ¢
strove to act as though such transactions were quite the commonplace thing on
plantations in the Solomonsi She i nvested something I iKk
in Berandé o
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ASo she said. o

AAnd she has gone to Sydney on business
AOh,sme ,hasndt. o

Al beg pardon?0 Sheldon queried.

Al said she hasnét, thatés all .o

ABut d i Upolu@dil? |tcdule have sworn | saw her smoke last Tuesday
afternoon, | ate, as she passed Savo. o

ATHWMKpolusai | ed E&dplain Auckardtsipped highisky with provoking
slownessi Only Mi ss Lackland wasndét a passer

AThen where iIis she?o0

AAt Guvut u, | Sahset wa ss agwo ionfg hteor .Sydney t o
she?0

ARYes, yes. o0

AThat 6s whWel Isheslkaadd. bougdndtongi ve hba
shillings for it I f a nor 6westEiushabl ows
been too |l ong a spell of good weather t

Alf you came here to excite my curiosit
succeeded.Now go alad and tell me in a straightforward way what has
happened What schooner®Whereisit?How di d she happen to

AFirst, tMatha schbdenski pper answered, C he
fingers. i S e ¢ o nM&rthai$ am the outside ef at Poongd&oonga, looted clean

of everything portable, and ready to go to pieces with the first bit of livelyAsad.

third, Miss Lackland bought her at auctioBhe was knocked down to her for fifty

five quid by the thiréassistantesidericommissoner. | ought to know. | bid fifty

myself, for Morgan and RaffMy wor d, we r ldofddhem to goeoytheh o t !
devil, and that it was their fault for limiting me to fifty quid when they thought the

chance to salve thdarthawas worth more.You = e , they werenot
competition. Fulcrum Brothers had no representative present, neither had Fires,
Philp Company, and the only man to be a

him they got drunk and sound asleep over in Guvutu.
AoTwenty fobmydid.y Twefnitwe, 6 sayso Tthhier tlyi, tét Is

. 6Forty, 6 6Bafysy sthFidfdtywe , 6. And\here Isvae .
stuck. Hol d on, 6 says | ; O00Nwai ty otui Idlodlott § e s
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custogagshg N6t anywhere i néThen wiotrd sl, do smal
, 0

Sol omons says |
AAnd doéye know, on my faith | think Bur
and pert as you please: O0Mr. Adglittheoneer

customary manner? 6ve ot her business to attend
night on men who donAndthdnshe amiléskatdBurmett,aswn m
welldyou know, one of those fetching smil
singing out: OoéGHbdGoi Wd, n@ efivepdvardigdd f i f t
goinb6, @dwiyoudMispgrdowleat name, pl ease?d

AoJoan Lackland, 6 says she, with a sm
theMartha. 0

Sheldon experienced a sudderrilth TheMarthald a finer schooner than
theMalakula and, for that matter, the finest in the SolomoBke was just the thing
for recruits, and she was right on the spbhien he realized that for such a craft to
sell at auction for fiftyfive pounds reant that there was small chance for saving her.

A But how did It mMWeormpemdtd thtkee yasrkatdher
theMartha? o

A Ha d Yau &now the reef at PoongRoonga.Sheds not worth tup
any kind of a gpea fkoirc kns nwp ,6 weenskhearoivaasn yr im
abandoned her completel2i dndt even dr e avimgam&ndRaifc t i or
persuaded them to put her up.h e y 6 rogeratve aowvd, you know, an organized
business corporation, fore and aft, all madd the cookThey held a meeting and
voted to sell .o

ABut why didndot they stand by and try t

A St a nYou kngw Malaita. And you know Poong®oonga.That 6 s wher e
cut off theScottish Chiefand killed all handsThere was nothingp do but take to

the boats.The Martha missed stays going in, and inside five minutes she was on the
reef and in possessioifhe niggers swarmed over her, and they just threw the crew
into the boats.| talked with some of the meriThey swear there wertwo hundred

war canoes around her inside half an hour, and five thousand bushmen on the
beach.Sai d you coul dndot see Mal aiAnyawayf or t
they cleared out for Tulagi .o

ABut why didndét they fight?0 Sheldon as
Alt wag fhey di dnodot , Yduwsde, twehirelsyof thlemiveres e p ar

in the boats, without weapons, running anchors and never dreaming the natives
would attack.They found out their mistake too lat€he natives had charg&. h at 6 s
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the trouble of Bw chums on the coaskt would never have happened with you or
meoranyold i mer . 0O

ABut what is Miss Lackland i ntending to

ASheds goi ngMatthaofft | shpuldtsay.Omgeksd why did she pay fifty

five quidfor her?And i f she fails, sheoll try to
geaB spars, you know, and patent steergegr, and winches, and such thingg.

| east t hat 6s what | OWhend sailed, the little gtbhad | n |
chartered th&milyd 61 6 m going recrdahedsngt bhesakspi
ownernow.06 And how much will youdOkbt Dhnftheq

says he6 Good, 6 says s temiyaloogrog vbirtimgme oaimd
seventyf i v¥ukinowthatbi g shi pds anchor and- chain
sheds?She was just buying that when lleB.he 6s certainly a hus
of yours. o

AShe i s my partner, 0 Shel don corrected.

nWel |, sheds a good o Mg wordtawhite &vanaraon | a |
Malaita, and at Poongaoonga of all placesDh, | forgot to tell yod she palavered

Burnett into lending her eight rifles for her men, and three cases of dynahotes 6 d

laugh to see the way she makes that Guvutu gang stand arAnddo see them

being polite and trying to give advicé&! o r d , Lord, man, that ||
marvel, & ad a catastropheT hat 6 s what sh&®ha&s @orrcattals
Guvutu and Tulagi like a hurricane; every last swine of them in late e®

except RaffHe 6 s sore over the auction, and h

Munster on her And what does she do but thank him, and read it over, and point out

that while Munster was pledged to deliver all recruits to Morgan and Ra#, weaes

no clause in the document forbidding him from chartering=timdy.

AR6Thereds your contr actAndd saayvse rsyh eg, o opda:
is. The next time you draw one up, insert a clause that will fit emergencies like the
present one &nd, Lord, Lord, she had him, too.

ABut t hereds t he Gdodbgee addeman.Hopedthe llitbengirl o f f .

succeeds. TheMar t Aaadwhacki ng fine boat, and S
theJessie 0
CHAPTER XVII —* YOUR?” MI ' SS LACKLAND

The next morningSheldon came in from the plantation to breakfast, to find the
mission ketchApostle at anchor, her crew swimming two mares and a filly
ashore.Sheldon recognized the animals as belonging to the Resident Commissioner,
and he immediately wondered if Jdaad bought themShe was certainly living up
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to her threat of rattling the dry bones of the Solomons, and he was prepared for
anything.

AMi ss Lackland sent them, o0 sai d Wel shme
and shaking hands with hinik. T h e alse & box of saddles on boahd this letter
from her. And the skipper of thHeibberty-Gibbet 0

The next moment, and before he could greet him, Oleson stepped from the boat and
began.

ASheds §FlibkeiyeMr. Sheldan.Run clean away withmeShedés a wi |
one. She gave me the feveBrought it on by shockAnd got me drunk, as wéll
rotten drunk. 0o

Dr. Welshmere laughed heartily.

ANevertheless, she Iis not aS$headsi $wagran et
men off their drink, orto the same purpose, shut off their whiskou know thend

Brahms, Curtis, and FowleiShe shipped them on thdibberty-Gibbetalong with

her . o

NRSheds t heFlbdeityppwr 00Dl ebfeAndrokedliln. wr e
sure as Gotdhdi 8obomomakeo

Dr. Welshmere tried to look shocked, but laughed again.

AShe has quite a fAMayt riigdh thoerb ac kh eo ustai o

overr.Said | coul dnodt Apdstewagundef ayachtgcerise, that h at
| was goingaround by Savo and the upper end of GuadalcaBat.it was no

use.6 Bot her the odWamnuge akesdaihd e ses | i ke
| float theMarthal 6 | | return the service some day

AAnd Obother your or deedspdbodomayoushébéotsas

s he, 6and you takeolyomawk aotrdehast fIroand me
said. 0Bot her them, 6 said she; Ol 6m pl ayi
nuts.We 6l I dump them overside as soon as V

Sheldon put his hands to his ears.

Al donot know what has happened, and
backwards.Come wup to the house and get in th
AWhat | want to know, 0 Ol e sissheydurggtaen, wh
or ai nféhtatsdbhse what | want to know. O

AShe is,0 Sheldon assured hi m.

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

AWel |l , whoo6d ksoeglahced appealirglyg at Drt Welshmere, and

back again at Sheldoii | 6 ve seen a few unl dkastwp t hi n
feet long, butterflies the Commissioner hunts with a-gjuot, earornaments that

would shame the devil, and helhdnting devils that make the devil look like an

angel.] 6ve seen them and got used otoo t hem,

AMi ss Lsamykartaenahd gasgawner of Berande, 06 Shel

N

So she said, o0 theinBuatehekhppgemodapape
t. How was | to know?And then there was that load of ivory mneight tons of
t hem. O

AFor heavembtled o6s akhee Ibdeogni nt ri ed t o interr.

AAnNnd then shebds hired them drunken | oaf
disgraced the Solomoadifteen quid a montheaéhwh at doéye H®Arddi nk o
sailed away with them, tooPhewB You might give me arihk. The missionary

wonot Inmivred . been on his teetotal hooker f

Dr . Wel shmere nodded in reply to Sheld
dispatched for the whisky and siphons.

nlt i's evident, o@Qapteanam k@Ilde ¢ @mn ,tch a% h eled
Miss Lackland has run away with your bo&tow please give a plain statement of
what occurred. o

ARi ght O; 1 &erjeugtoedbibbeety. She was an boahddefore |
dropped the hodk in that whaleboat of hers with her gang of Tahiti heath®rbkat

big Adamu Adam and theresb Dondét drop the anchor, Ca
out. 61 want you t o gePtoounngdael r6 onkaeyd ftoor sPeoeo ni
drinking. What was | to think? wasrounding up at the time, alongside the sBoal

a ticklish placd headss ai | s running down and | osing
Mi ss Lackland, d and yells fordard, O6éLet
A6You might have | istened to me and sav
the rail and squinting along fordard
stop. 6 Thereds fifteen fathom, &6 says she; 6
up. 06

AAnd t hen we dhaddn 6itt | boedlitidenvoet htehri.nk ayoudd
partner, and | told her as much and wanted pr&bfe got high and mighty, and |

told her |1 was old enough to be her gr
from a chit like her.And then | ordered her off tHelibberty. 6 Capt ai n Ol es o
says sweet as you pl ease, 0l 6ve a few mi

good whisky over on thEmily. Come on alongBesides, | want your advice about
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this wrecking businessEver ybody says youmadblatcdsacl
what s lte ag &iedng lax@nk, in 6er whaldoat, Adamu Adam steering
and looking as solemn as a funeral.

AOn the way sh#arthapl d@andehawoshedtdebought
tofloather,.She sai d s h eHndy, andwas stileg as do a$ Ifcauld

get theFlibberty underway. It struck me that her gammon was reasonable enough,

and | agreed to pull out for Berande right O, and get your orders to go along to
PoongaPoonga. B u t she said there wasnot a se
foolishness, and that | was to sail direct for PoeRgao n g a , and that |
t ake her word that she was your part
theFlibberty And right thereds where she fool e

ADown &Emi Itahicesvas them three soédkgou know them Fowler and

Curtis and that Brahms chagh Hav e a dr i hthought theyalgoked s h e .
surprised when she unlocked the whisky locker and sent a nigger for the glasses and
watermonkey. But she must have tippegdem off unbeknownst to me, and they

knew just whattodoO Excuse me, 6 she says, Nowm 6m g«
that minute was halfanhout. hadndot had d 6dr iamk oil d tmar
the fever has weakened méEhen | took it on an emptstomach, too, and there was

them three soaks setting me an example, they arguing for me to t&kibtisety to
PoongaPoonga, and6 me pointi ndhetaudlewasyaldut y
the arguments were pointed with drinks, and me not bedingnking man, so to say,

and weak from fever . . .

nWel |, anyway, ahbur downesheecanek agaih and took a goad f
squintatmeb That 61 | do nicely, o I remember h
whisky bottles and hove them oversidmtigh the companionwayd That 6 s t he
she said to thh#arthaidl eatsoakgd, yotwidlr &l thlale &
a |l ong ti me Andthemshe augded.i nks . 6

AShe | ookeddabt meéoamd, sami dd yotimethibut t ¢
worthy man owelmworthyanah® F e wl e r ,00/ouskrow, justai d

l i ke a str ai g h tmistefintdeatwas plamFbwled b Eodl dn o 6
sai d, Ojust tell Ad-bBomat Adamdt whimhe héaé
Olesonashore have your boat put me on ftibberty. The three of you salil with

me, so pack your dunnag@nd the one of you that shows up best will take the
mat edosCaptldier .Ol eson doesné6t carry a ma

S
S

Al dondt r e me mbAd handsegat rhe oaef theeside, dandh iaseems to

me | went to sleep, sitting in the stesheets and watching that Adamu steEnen

| saw theF | i b breaingaiy hivisting, and heard the clank of her chain coming in,

and lwokeup.b Her e, p uHibbeng 6on tslae 41 t puAdgmu. o
beach, 66 diad di eheLackal anna s ayWelhldeaauth pl e
a yell and reached for the steersgeep.| was doing my best by my owners, you
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see. Only that Adamu gives me a shove doamthe bottorrboards, puts one foot
on me to hold me down, and goes on steerfg. d t h ahe éheck af thé whole
thing brought on feverAnd now |1 6ve come to find ou
the Flibberty, or that chit of yours with her pirating,e at hex rleowa © 06 s

ANever mi nYdo,u sckainp pteark.e a Sheldoc spake with mooen p a
assurance than he feli | f Mi ss Lackl and, who 1 s my
charge of thé-libberty-Gibbet why, it is all right. As you will agree, there was no

time to be lost if théMarthawas to be got offlt is a bad reef, and any considerable

sea would knock her bottom ouY.ou settle down here, skipper, and rest up and get

the fever out of your bonesWhen theFlibberty-Gibbetcomes ba k , youol |
charge again, of course. o

After Dr. Welshmere and th&postledeparted and Captain Oleson had turned in for
a sleep in a veranda hammock, Shel don o

DEAR MR. SHELDONJ Please forgive me for stealing tRkbberty-Gibbet |

simply had to. TheMarthameans everything to usThink of it, only fifty-five

pounds for her, two hundred and seveintg dollars. | f | dondét save I
shall be able to pay all expenses out of her gear, which the natives will not have
carried off. And if | do save her, itisthe haulofalfme. And i f | donot

I 61 | Emilybnd theFlbleerty-Gibbetwith recruits. Recruits are needed right

now on Berande more than anything else.

And pl ease, pl easeYoon&taibdel asprowyl gindh
theFlibberty, and I 6 wlo ngetilyon t he

| bought two cows this afternoorT hat trader at Nogi died of fever, and | bought
them from his partner, Sam Willis his name is, who agrees to delivedtheost
likely by theMinervanext time she is down that waiderande has been long enough
on tinned milk.

And Dr. Welshmere has agreed to get me some orange and lime trees from the
mission station at UlavaHe will deliver them the next trip of th&postle If the
Sydney steamer arrives before | get back, plant the sweet corn she will bring between
the young trees on the high bank of the Balesurtge current is eating in against

that bank, and you should do something to save it.

| have ordered some figees ad loquats, too, from SydneyDr. Welshmere will
bring some mangseeds.They are big trees and require plenty of room.

TheMarthais registered 110 tonsShe is the biggest schooner in the Solomons, and
the best.l saw a little of her lines and guesgtrest. She will sail like a witch.If
she hasnét filled with Thareasonshe weatash@en gi n
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was because it was not workinghe engineer had disconnected the {pgaks to
clean out the rustPoor business, unlessatchor or with plenty of sea room.

Plant all the trees in the compound, even if you have to clean out the palms later on.
And dondét pl ant t Hetafewdays elapsedmeatweenglantingat o
JOAN LACKLAND.

He fingered the letter, lingegnover it and scrutinizing the writing in a way that was
not his wont.How characteristic, was his thought, as he studied the boyish 8crawl
clear to read, painfully, clear, but none the less boyls$te clearness of it reminded

him of her face, of her eanly stencilled brows, her straightly chiselled nose, the very
clearness of the gaze of her eyes, the firmly yet delicately moulded lips, and the
throat, neither fragile nor robust, Bubut just right, he concluded, an adequate and
beautiful pillar for seshapely a burden.

He looked long at the nameloan Lackland just an assemblage of letters, of
commonplace letters, but an assemblage that generated a subtle and headlif magic.
crept into his brain and twined and twisted his mental processes untiaall t
constituted him at that moment went out in love to that scrawled signatuiey
commonplace lettedsyet they caused him to know in himself a lack that sweetly
hurt and that expressed itself in vague spiritual outpourings and delicious
yearnings.Joan Lackland! Each time he looked at it there arose visions of her in a
myriad moods and guisg@scoming in out of the flying smother of the gale that had
wrecked her schooner; launching a wHadat to go dishing; running dripping from

the sea, with streaing hair and clinging garments, to the fresater shower;
frightening fourscore cannibals with an empty chlorodyne bottle; teaching Ornfiri
how to make bread; hanging her Stetson hat and revbéleon the hook in the
living-room; talking gravely abduwinning to hearth and saddle of her own, or
juvenilely rattling on about romance and adventure, bigyed, her face flushed and
eager with enthusiasmloan Lackland!He mused over the cryptic wonder of it till

the secrets of love were made clear laadelt a keen sympathy for lovers who carved
their names on trees or wrote them on the bsacils of the sea.

Then he came back to reality, and his face hardeBedn then she was on the wild

coast of Malaita, and at Poon§aonga, of all villainous ahdangerous portions the

worst, peopled with a teeming population of hédadters, robbers, and
murderersFor t he instant he entertai-cteswvd t he
and starting immediately in a whabeat for Poongd&oonga.But the nextinstant

the idea was dismissed/Vhat could he do if he did goFirst, she would resent

it. Next, she would laugh at him and call him a silly; and after all he would count for
only one rifle more, and she had many rifles with hiéiree things only cdd he do

if he went. He could command her to return; he could take Hit#berty-
Gibbetaway from her; he could dissolve their partnerghiany and all of which he
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knew would be foolish and futile, and he could hear her explain in terse set terms
that shewas legally of age and that nobody could say come or go toNwerhis

pride would never permit him to start for Poosig@onga, though his heart whispered

that nothing could be more welcome than a message from her asking him to come
and lend a handHer veryword® il end a hando; and in his
hear her saying them.

There was much in her wilful conduct that caused him to wince in the heart of
him. He was appalled by the thought of her shoulder to shoulder with the drunken
rabble oftraders and beachcombers at Guvutiuwas bad enough for a clean,
fastidious man; but for a young woman, a girl at that, it was awibke theft of
theFlibberty-Gibbetwas merely amusing, though the means by which the theft had
been effected gave hinmut. Yet he found consolation in the fact that the task of
making Oleson drunk had been turned over to the three scoundrelsnext, and
swiftly, came the vision of her, alone with those same three scoundrels,Emitiie
sailing out to sea from Gutwin the twilight with darkness coming oithen came
visions of Adamu Adam and Noa Noah and all her brawny Tahitian following, and
his anxiety faded away, being replaced by irritation that she should have been capable
of such wildness of conduct.

And theirritation was still on him as he got up and went inside to stare at the hook
on the wall and to wish that her Stetson hat and revtlgkwere hanging from it.

CHAPTER XVIII —MAKING THE BOOKS COME
TRUE

Several quiet weeks slipped byerande, after siican unusual run of visiting
vessels, drifted back into her old solitudgheldon went on with the daily round,
clearing bush, planting cocoanuts, smoking copra, building bridges, and riding about
his work on the horses Joan had bougkews of her he lthnone. Recruiting
vessels on Malaita left the PoorBaonga coast severely alone; andGtensman

a Samoan recruiter, dropping anchor one sunset for billiards and gossip, reported
rumours amongst the Sio natives that there had been fighting at PRomga. As

this news would have had to travel right across the big island, little dependence was
to be placed on it.

The steamer from Sydney, tKammambpbroke the quietude of Berande for an
hour, while landing mail, supplies, and the trees and seeds boa
ordered. TheMinerva, bound for Cape Marsh, brought the two cows from
Nogi. And theApostle hurrying back to Tulagi to connect with the Sydney steamer,
sent a boat ashore with the orange and lime trees from Ukavd.these several
weeks marked period of perfect weatheil here were days on end when sleek calms
ruled the breathless sea, and days when vagrant wisps of air fanned for several hours
from one direction or anotheiThe landbreezes at night alone proved regular, and
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it was at nighthat the occasional cutters and ketches slipped by, too eager to take
advantage of the light winds to drop anchor for an hour.

Thencamethelong x pe ct e d [Fopeight dagssittraged,.lulling at times to
short durations of calm, then shifting a moibr two and raging with renewed
violence. Sheldon kept a precautionary eye on the buildings, while the Balesuna, in
flood, so savagely attacked the high bank Joan had warned him about, that he told
off all the gangs to battle with the river.

It was inthe good weather that followed, that he left the blacks at work, one morning,
and with a shegun across his pommel rode off after pigeohaio hours later, one

of the houséoys, breathless and scratched ran him down with the news that
the Martha, theFlibberty-Gibbet and theEmily were heading in for the anchorage.

Coming into the compound from the rear, Sheldon could see nothing until he rode
around the corner of the bungaloWwhen he saw everything at odcérst, a glimpse

at the sea, where tiMartha floated huge alongside the cutter and the ketch which
had rescued her; and, next, the ground in front of the veranda steps, where a great
crowd of freshcaught cannibals stood at attentioftom the fact that each was
attired in a new, snowvhite lavalava, Sheldon knew that they were recruRart

way up the steps, one of them was just backing down into the crowd, while another,
called out by name, was comingup.t was Joandés voice tha
Sheldon reined in his horse and watch&be sat at the head of the steps, behind a
table, between Munster and his white mate, the three of them checking long lists,
Joan asking the questions and writing the answers in the bigpveded, Berande
labourjournal.

=1

What name?0 s hbdackanamoa thedsteeps. of t he

ATagari , 0 came the answer, accompanied
it was the firstwhitemandos house the black had ever

=1

What place bdéblong you?o

=1

Bangoora. o

No one had noticed Sheldon, and he continued tossitorse and watchl'here was
a discrepancy between the answer and the record in the recruiting books, and a
consequent discussion, until Munster solved the difficulty.

ABangoor afDhaedsatikde | ittle beacheas t hce
downasalattmad see, there it is, 6Tagari, Lat
AWhat place you go you finish along whi
ABangoora, o the man replied; and Joan w
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AOgu! 0 Joan <call ed.

The black stepped down, and another mounted to takdawue.@But Tagari, just

before he reached the bottom step, caught sight of Shelidwas the first horse the

fellow had ever seen, and he let out a frightened screech and dashed madly up the
steps.At the same moment the great mass of blacks surgedmamac stricken from

Shel dono6s The igmmning i hoyskoys shouted encouragement and
explanation, and the stampede was checked, thecaaght headhunters huddling
closely together and staring dubiously at the fearful monster.

AHel | o! 0 odtdiawh acdaldloed ou mean byComednght en
up. o

AWhat do you think of them?0 éAaeadawkat,
do you t hdiwirkawave of theharfd toward tMartha. il t hought vy
deserted the plantation, cathat | might as well go ahead and get the men into
barracks. Ar e n 6t t h ®gyolbseethat oneewstiPthe splitnosd® 6 s t he
only man who doe s nBobngacaast]anditheysad thhelfP@ngB o o n
Poonga nat i v e sJuiwmlalttdem@rd cangratutate méhere are

no kiddies and halgrown youths among theml hey 6 r e me n, every
them. | have such a |l ong story | donot k n
anyway till wedore t hr etwldrethatyoulare hohanggy and

with me. o
AOdwhat place bdlong you?0 she went on

But Ogu was a bushman, lacking knowledge of the almost universal-décher
English, and half a dozen of his fellows wrangled to explain.

ATherel ar ewo

r three more, 0 JoarmrButsai d
you havenodt t ol

0
old me that vyou are not an
Sheldon looked into her clear eyes as she favoured him with a direct, untroubled gaze
that threatened, he knew from experience, totuanste ngl y def i ant or
notice. And as he looked at her it came to him that he had neveamhiatipated the

gladness her return would bring to him.

A | was angry, o ile amai st idlell iodoe ghaey enl oyteerdy
glint of defiance in her eyes and thrillddi b ut | f or gave, and |
again. Though I still insisd 0

AThat I shoul d have afiBufar dihann, 0odashewil
come. Thank goodness |1 6m of | egal awne and
rightt And speaking of business, how do you
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A Mr . Raf f | from what | hear , doesnot t
youbve certainly set t heBudvhatlwamtolnew r at t
isifother Ameri can women are as successful

ALuck, ©6&most all luck, o0 she disclai med
pl easur e; and he knew her boyds vanity
praise.

ALuck be ké auintlredohgmate,rSparrowhawk, his face shining with
admiraton.il t was har d wo rWeearehoartpdShe workedt | t
us till we dropped And we were down with fever half the tim8o was she, for that
matter, onl yy schewmnwo ud rdch 6 h e tvao Mywbmd,6t | e
sheds -daverdd hwset one more heave, Mr. Spar
to bed fdghea tweek®d, and me staggerind
bilious-green lights flashing inside my headn 6 my h e ad wasalsin, bust
but | gave that heave right@and t hen It was, O0Anoth
Sparrowhawk, | uAsntd atnhoet hLeorr dh elauvnemed, t he
oldKinaKi na! o

He shook his head reproachfully, while the llaieg died down in his throat to long
drawn chuckles.

AHe was ol der than Telepasse and dirtie
wickeder.But t hi s Liesnats wernrkt hrough with th

She turned to the waiting black on the stéps,

fOgu, you finish along big marster belong white man, you geNMid Here you,
Tangari, you s peakHedimshhelwallhafpouttNEtlatt Havee | | a
you got that, Mr. Munster ?0

ABut youbdve broken the recr uwreciuitspadl aws ,
marched away to the barrack8. T h e | i ¢ eHilbetgand tleeEmilytdroen 6 t
allow for one hundred and fiftywWh at di d Burnett say?o

AHe passed them, alfiCapgt daihre MMONn sther awislw
he said somethingabout being blowed, or words to that effeldow | must run and
washup.Di d t he Sydney orders arrive?o

AYours are i n youriHuwrarry,erfsagro Srbecriddfoans ts
have your hat and belDo, please, allow meT h e r e 6 = hankfor yhermy and
|l know where it is. o0

She gave him a quick scrutiny that was almost wotikan then sighed with relief
as she unbuckled the heavy belt and passed it to him.
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Al doubt i f | ever want tofihataswarhhbr
a hole in Imeneviebrm dsrueraeme d | coul d get s«

Sheldon watched her to the foot of the steps, where she turned and calléd back,
AMyl! candét tell you how good it is to b,

And as his gaze continued to follow la@ross the compound to the tiny grass house,
the realization came to him crushingly that Berande and that little grass house was
the only place in the world she could c

* k k k%

AAnd Burnett sai dgl begWeiphardon, MisHadkland,dut d a mn e
you have wantonly broken the recruiting
narrated, as they sat over their whisky, waiting for Joan to come iagkn d s ay s
she to him, Oo6Mr. Burnett, can youffshow

a vessel thafTbat onsanokeetOh® 6ppoitihte, &/ es ¥
particul ar point, 6 says she and you be
recruits. You can report me to the Lord High Commissioner if you want, but | have

three vessels here waiting on your convenience, and if you delay them much longer

theredol | be another report go iIin to the
Aol 61 | hold you responsi bl e, Captain M
scrapiron. 6 No, y o uaywso nsohte,;0 0sl 6 m Emiy,endcChptaint er er

Munster has acted under my orders. 0

A Wh at coul d HB passee the whdle fundred and fifty, though
the Emilywas only licensed for forty, and tikdibberty-Gibbetfor thirty-f i v e . 0

But bndené8t and, 0 Shel don sai d.

=1

AThis 1 s the WheptheMartbawasdloatesd e hadta beach her

right away at the head of the bay, and whilst repairs were going on, a new rudder
being made, sails bent, gear recovered from the niggers, amdhsdMiss Lackland

borrows Sparrowhawk to run tiéibberty along with Curtis, lends me Brahms to
take Sparrowhawkoés pl ace, Mawodl,trehiggers s b o
came easylt was virgin ground.Since theScottish Chiefsno recruier had ever

even tried to work the coast; and weod
hearts till the whole coast was quiet as lamidhen we filled up, we came back to

see how thtMarthawas progressing. 0

AAnd thinking we wausr groeicnrgui heme \WBiptamhr

in. AiLord | umme, t hat Mi s s Léal cOkl 11 a ntda kaei n@®
theMartha, 6 says she, O6and you can go back ¢

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

ABut | told her it coufidtndbol Haettimdadeabeée M
a license for recruitingo Oh, 6 she sai d, 0i't canodt be
thought a few minutes. o

AAnd | 6d seen her think before, o cried
thing was as good as done. 0

Munster lighted his cigarettand resumed.

A6You see that spit,d6 she says Tlhhemeds 6\
a current sets right across it and onAnd you see them baff
paws?l t 6 s good we at hYoujuskstartdto keatut, e tWaofygu, t 1 d e
and all you have to do is miss stays in the same baffling puff and the current will set
you nicely aground. 60

A6That | ittle wash of sea wondt more tF
when Munster Kkickemkd OBpashewbhawkh gkrkpka
AOThen | 61 I rescuedpgompl eecauinds am@obs a
contnued.id You hang up one tide, 6 salten she;
you kedge off and go after more recruiher e6s no | aw agains
youodr e O0eBmuptt yt.héer e i s against starving (

0
ai noOka-kaatiny speak of aboard of Martha aod t h
AWedod all been kark@,asyi welwhson sBatdvé&par

ARoDon o kar-kaizwbr rgeyou, Captain Munster, o6 s
eighty-four mouths on th#&lartha, the two of you can do as much by your two
vessels.Now go ahead and get aground before a steady bresmsap and spoils

the manoeuvrel 6 | | send my boat sAnd tow, gonddaye nt y
gentl emen. 60

AAnd we went and did it, o Sparrowhawk s
chucklingnoisesi We | ai d over, st athdEmiyagdinsttrec k, &
spitt. 6 Go about, 6 Captain Munster yell s a
a g r o uHe gelled other things, much worsB.u t | d i ldmséet stayd, n d .

pretty as you please, and thiboberty drifted down on him and fouledri, and we
went ashore together in as nice a mess as you ever want td/sselLackland
transferred the recruits, and the trick

ABut where was she during the nor dweste
A At LLanga Ran up there as it was coming on, and there the whole week
and traded for grub with the nigged/hen we got to Tulagi, there she was waiting

for us and scrapping with Burnett. t el | y ou, Mr . Shel don,
a perfect wonder .o
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Munster refilled his glass, andwhile$hd on gl anced across at
for her coming, Sparrowhawk took up the tale.

AGri Shebs t he grittiest thing, ma n or
Solomons.You should have seen PoorBaonga the morning we arriv@dsniders
popping on tk beach and in the mangroves, sadanms booming in the bush, and

signatsmokes raising everywheré. 1 t 6 s al | up, 6 says Capt s
AYes, thatds what | said, o0 declared tha
AOf cour s e Youtcoudsesitwath hlalfan gyeande ar i1t wi t h o

AoUp your granny, 6 she sayisWhyg, hiwa, dha§
arrived yet, much less got startetvVa i t til the anchor ds
afraid. 60

AThat 6s what she saidiAmnmd mefithaddlmen=d er p
so that | di dn 0We ted to €endvalba@attashbre fpra poswe d .
butitwas freduponAnd every once and a while som
us out of the mangroves. o0

AThey was only a qgoahteak ek p&d aminlea , o fiifa,n¢
nasty 6 Doné6ét shoot unless they try to boar
dirty ni gger dhewjosuldy dfhirothe bustoaad ptugged awahat

night we held a council of war in thel 1 b baabint y\Bhsat we want , 0

Lackland, ¢6éis a hostage. 60

A6That 6s what they do in books, 6 | said
Munster interruptedi 6 Tr ue, 6 says she, 6and have vy
t r ulesRodok my headd Tehn you6ér e not t ooolodlIdl ttoellle
one thing right now, 6 says |, 6éand that
nightt i me stealing niggers in a place | i ke
AYou didndt say bl owefilY@udSgyaoirurbaw bhawld aommn
AThat 6s what | did, and | meant i1t, too
A6Nobody asked you to go ashore,d says
grinned A And she Ste dsanode.o0ANnd i f | catch
orders t heoenderstadh e Ctarpd wabIne Munster 2060
AWho in hellds telling this, you or me?
AWell, she did, didndot she?0 insisted t
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AYes, she did, if ydadwahi | toymake esa@abol
as well repeat whatshreai d t o you when you said yoc
PoonggPoonga coast for twice your screw. o

Spar r owh areddedesl faseuflamed redder, though he tried to pass the
situation off by divers laughings and chucklings and-taastings.

AGo ono §Hbebdon urged; and Munster resu

A6What we need, 6 saylst Gsshet,hai®nltyh ewasyt rtc
and webve got to take hadlmd gfoii mmightisdlotr e a

fetch KinaKina himselfonboardbad | 6 m not asking whods ¢
every manodés work admangeadi wigt myme afidrorts
white o6nddn.cbour s e, |l dm t hat white man, 0

enough to go to hell and back agamOfurcsoe youdreoMotudbl sh §:x
charge of the covering boaCurtis stands by the landing bodowler goes with

me. Brahms takes charge of tHéberty, and Sparrowhawk of tHemily. And we

start at one o0o6clock. o

AMy word, I t lyingdhsre ia the covarigghboat.never thought doing

nothing could be such hard workVe stopped about fifty fathoms off, and watched

the other boatgoinl t was so dark under the mangr
it D6ye know t kegwldoking niggéer,| Sheldonman rtkdibbertyd the

cook, | meanWVell, he was cabiboy twenty years ago on tiseottish Chiefsand

after she was cut off he was a slave there at PeBongaga. And Miss Lackland

had discovered the fac6o he was the gde. She gave him half a case of tobacco

for that omi ght ds wor Kk

ARAnd scared him fit to die before she c
observed.

AWell , | never saw anytlistaredgtthentillmyegesk as
werereadytolwst And then | 6d | ook at the stars,
the reef. And there was a dog that barkddemember that dog, Sparrowhawkfe

brute nearly gave me heddilure when he first begamfter a while he stoppel
wasnot thha lardingnpgrty at all; and then the silence was harder than ever,

and the mangroves grew blacker, and it was all | could do to keep from calling out
to Curtis in there in the |l anding boat,
man left alive.

AOf cour se tlbhadtecomeaasd | Bnew itohut.it startled me just the
same.| never heard such screeching and yelling in my [ifae niggers must have

just dived for the bush without looking to see what was up, while her Tahitians let

| oose, shooting i n t heAndthen,jusasduddemr tame n g
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the silence agaall except for some small kiddie that had got dropped in the
stampede and that kept crying in the bush for its mother.

AAnd then | h ettmough thé mangnoves,candi an gar strike on a
gunwale, and Miss Lackland laugh, and | knew everything was all ktpulled

on board without a shot being fired\nd, by God! she had made the books come

true, for there was old KinKina himself being bisted over the rail, shivering and
chattering like an apeThe rest was easKina-Ki nadés word was | aw
scared to deathAnd we kept him on board issuing proclamations all the time we

were in Poongd&oonga.

Alt was a g¢goodwaga 8he madeé Kirejna arder his pebpéerto
return all the g¢ge Martha And lpadkdt came, day gitpreay, f r o
steering compasses, blocks and tackles, sails, coils of rope, medicine chests, ensigns,
signal flag® everything, in factexcept the trade goods and supplies which had
already beekai-k a i Ofccourse, she gave them a few sticks of tobacco to keep
them in good humour . 0O

ASure she did, 0 SpfIhe whawek tblreo klee gpartd
calico for the big mainskitwo sticks of tobacco for the chronometer, and a sheath

kni fe worth elevenpence haobdpennynch or a
manila. She got old Kin&ina with that strong hand on the go off, and she kept him

going all the time.Sheéd heresh& o mes now. O

It was with a shock of surprise that Sheldon greeted her appearaihtiee time,

while the tale of happening at PooAgaonga had been going on, he had pictured
her as the woman he had always known, clad roughly, skirt made out of window
cut ain stuff, an undersized manods shirt
with the Stetson hat and the eternal revolver completing her costlingeready

made clothes from Sydney had transformed Hesimple skirt and shirtvaist of

some sorbf washgoods set off her trim figure with a hint of elegant womanhood
that was new to himBrown slippers peeped out as she crossed the compound, and
he once caught a glimpse to the ankle of brown epank stockings.Somehow, she

had been made manyries the woman by these mere extraneous trappings; and in
his mind these wild Arabian Nights adventures of hers seemed thrice as wonderful.

As they went in to breakfast he became aware that Munster and Sparrowhawk had
received a similar shockAll their air of camaraderievas dissipated, and they had
become abruptly and immensely respectful.

Al 6ve opened up a new field, on®hd-&anad,
Kina wil never forget me, | 6m dsawe, an
MorganatGuvutuHe 6 s wi I l i ng to contract for a
head.Di d I tell you that | 6d Math#ddid,amdit a

theMarthac an sign eighty boys every trip.o
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Sheldon smiled a trifle bitterlyo himself. The wonderful woman who had tripped
across the compound in her Sydney clothes was gone, and he was listening to the
boy come back again.

CHAPTER XIX —THE LOST TOY

AWell , 0 Joan said with a sig
succeed and get somewhere, an

Five days had passed, and she and Sheldon were standing on the veranda watching
the Martha, closehauled on the wind, laying a tack off shoEauring those five days

Joan had neveonce broached the desire of her heart, though Sheldon, in this
particular instance reading her like a book, had watched her lead up to the question
a score of times in the hope that he would himself suggest her taking charge of
theMartha. She had wantehim to say the word, and she had steeled herself not to
say it herself.The matter of finding a skipper had been a hard &re was jealous

of theMartha, and no suggested man had satisfied her.

AROl eson?0 s hei Headd odeesm avnediigoedriyywith ine andhmyt h e
men to overhaul her whenever she®Bat read:
skipper of theMartha? | mpossi bl e! 0

AMunsYes? heb6bs the only man | know 1 n
charge,And vy et , ecddeHedostsheddmbawa® one hundred and forty
drowned. He was first officer on the bridgeDeliberate disobedience to
instructions.No wonder they broke him.

AChristian Young has never Bheasd daensy, ewep e
affordtopay hi m what hMewa $Sphrewhawkisggoodmarn h e

to take ordersHe has no initiatveHe 6 s an abl e sail ol , but
tell you I was nervous all the time he had charge oftierty at PoongeéPoonga

when | had totay by theMartha. 0

And so it had goneNo name proposed was satisfactory, and, moreover, Sheldon
had been surprised by the accuracy of her judgmehtdozen times she almost
drove him to the statement that from the showing she made of Solomon Islands
sailors, she was the only person fitted to commandvihgha. But each time he
restrained himself, while her pride prevented her from making the suggestion.

A Go o d -bwedt aalloes do not necessarily make good scheorem d | er s, O
replied to one of siargumentsi Besi des, t he c¢ aMatthamust of a
have a | arge mind, see things in a |arg

ABut with yourdodadhedali caomrs lhaad blbeaguwWn anot

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

AThere wonoét bbeo arndy, o ashh & | haandd Mgentmernn esd aj
with me. | never know when | may need theM/hen | sail, they sail; when | remain

ashore, they remain ashoré. 6 | | find plenty for t hem
plantaton.You 6 ve s een t leahoftbdmevarth half gydozemuosyiour
canni bal s. o

So it was that Joan stood beside Sheldon and sighed as she watched
the Marthabeating out to sea, old Kinross, brought over from Savo, in command.

AKi nross is an ol d f digesnessinloer voitageOls,a i de 6 Iwl
never wreck her through rashness, rest
and timid skippers lose just as many vessels as rash Soese day, Kinross will

lose theMarthabecause t herenté depdohé§l bnbechh
know his sort. Afraid to take advantage of a proper breeze of wind that will fetch

him in in twenty hour s, heodl | get caug
whole week in getting inTheMarthawill make morey wi t h him, ther
of it; but she wondot make near the mone

She paused, and with heightened colour and sparkling eyes gazed seaward at the
schooner.

A My ! but s hLeok at$er eatingyuptthe ivdée r and thereobs
speakofSheds not got or diln arsef-waaboppereevenye t a |
inch of it. I had them polish it with cocoanut husks when she was careened at
PoongaPoonga. She was a sedlunter before this gold expeditiaqyot her. And
seathuntershadtosalThey 6ve run away from second
than once up there off Siberia.

AHonestly, 1if 106d dreamed of the chance
for |l ess than t hmeeeehave gonedparthers withoyodndaim s |, | €
that case | 6d be sailing her right now.

The justice of her contention came abruptly home to Shelidmat she had done
she would have done just the same if she had not been his pamaden the saving

of theMarthahe had played no parSinglehanded, unadvised, in the teeth of the
laughter of Guvutu and of the competition of men like Morgan and Raff, she had
gone into the adventure and brought it through to success.

AYou make me feel rldakkheed & ismaraln owhiol dh a
with sudden contrition.

AAnd the small c She lbolled at §im,@amdyhe notgd tHatcher lipi t . ©
was slightly trembling and that her eyes were moistwas the boy all over, he

thought; the boy cryig for the wee bit boat with which to playAnd yet it was a

woman, too.What a maze of contradiction she wasid he wondered, had she been
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all woman and no boy, if he would have loved her in just the same Wasn it
rushed in upon his consciousnéisat he really loved her for what she was, for all
the boy in her and all the rest of &eior the total of her that would have been a
different total in direct proportion to any differing of the parts of her.

ABut the smal/l chil do womé t widB hyis s yniys grtohr
sob.Some day, i f Kinross doesnot | ose hel
know. And | wondt n @myldgothape ynkpowrmmawrifeel. t i snot

as I f |1 6d mblarteal oy mebely butyHert | savédener.l took her off

the reef.| saved her from the grave of the sea when-fiftg pounds was considered

a big risk. She is mine, peculiarly mindVi t hout me s hhavbgul dno
nor owester woul d hlaweeboursitbewsrde dt hheerr It hwee
her, too; and she is a witch, a perfect witdkih y do you know, S he
wind with half a spoke, give and tak&nd going abouttWe | | , you donot
baby her, starting heaheets, flattening masail, and gentling her with the

wheel. Put your wheel down, and around she comes, like a colt with the bit in its
teeth. And you can back her like a steamédid it at LangaLanga, between that

shoal patch and the shemeef. It was wonderful.

ABywtou dondot | ove boats | ike | do, and
myself. But some day | &Manthapgain.d kpowtitol skandw tihte. 0

In reply, and quite without premeditation, his hand went out to hers, covering it as it

lay on therailing. But he knew, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that it was the boy

that returned the pressure he gave, the boy sorrowing over the loghyhought

chilled him. Never had he been actually nearer to her, and never had she been more
convincinglyremote. She was certainly not acutely aware that his hand was touching
hers. In her grief at the departure of tMarthai t was, t o h éat, any
the best, a friendbds hand.

He withdrew his hand and walked perturbedly away.
AWhy hasnét bhg gdoshehamands staysaillt on
would make the old girl just walk along in this breet&now the sort old Kinross

s.Heb6s the skipper t hatreefed t@sailstwaitngeferaday s
gal e t hame. Sae2Ghn, 6ty ecsopdhegeresaskéy safe. o

Sheldon retraced his steps.

ANever minillYou hearrs ag ad Marthaanhyitimegyouglease h e
recruiting on Malaita if you want to. o

It was a great concession he was making, and he felt tiuad teagainst his better
judgment. Her reception of it was a surprise to him.
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AWIith old Kinross i mNogmmare®Ra ydue vegu enr
suicide. | coul dnoét st and Ithwosld givea me Inervous o f
prostration.| 6 | Ir stap envh@arthaagain, unless it is to take charge of Herd m

a sailor, like my father, and he could never bear to see a vessel mishdvidlgdu

see the way Kinross got under walgwas disgraceful And the noise he made about

itt OldNoahd d better with the Ark. oo

ABut we manage to get somewhere just th
ASo did Noah. o

AThat was the main thing. o

AFor an antediluvian.o

She took another lingering look at thtartha, then turned to Sheldon.

AYou are a s | owhenlt gomds totboadnoost of ydu ene,any
way. Christian Young is all right though, Munster has a slaph style about him,
and they do say old Nielsen was a crackerjd@kut wi t h t he r est I

no dash, no go, no cleverness, no reabsaild s Iptrd sd ea | | humdr um,
and slowgoing, any going so long as you get there heaven knows vBigrsome

day [ 0611 s h Manthaghould bdnhandledt 6 & | break out an
under way in a speed and style that will make yjoue a d h u m; and 0

| 61
alongside the wharf at Guvutu without d

She came to a breathless pause, and then broke into laughter, directed, he could see,
against herself.

AOl d Kinross is settongethamaftksedengmard
ANo! 0 she cried incredulously, swiftly

She regarded the manoeuvre steadily through the glass, and Sheldon, watching her
face, could see that the skipper was not making a success of it.

Shefinally lowered the glass with a groan.

AHeds made a mess of it, 0 sheAndamah, A an
like that is put in charge of a fairy like tivarthal We | | , itds a goo
agai nst mar rNa,g el wd s inddes Come dn inaand play a

steady, conservative game of billiards withmend after t hat | 6m
up and go afterpigeon®i 'l you come al ong?bo9

An hour later, just as they were riding out of the compound, Joan turned in the saddle
for alast look at thévlartha, a distant speck well over toward the Florida coast.
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AWondt Tudor be sur pr iMarghd? owhsenre R @&hufgnhkedds.
ofitt  f he doesdidrtt shtadlkle Ipapassage o gdiaway a s
fromthe Sob mons . 0O

Still laughing gaily, she rode through the gaBeit suddenly her laughter broke flatly
and she reined in the mar&heldon glanced at her sharply, and noted her face
mottling, even as he looked, and turning orange and green.

~ A

nltoés t lesadine vodrl, chasvhe t o turn back. 0

By the time they were in the compound she was shivering and shaking, and he had
to help her from her horse.

AFunny, 1 sno6t it 2?0 siihLe ksea isdd amtisdblspbehsast t e
horribly miserable whiletilasts.]| 6 m g o i nSgndtNaa Nbad dnd Viaburi to
me. Tell Ornfiri to make hot waterl 6 | | be out of myBuhead I

I 61 | be al | Shortgntd sharpiytheevaydtmakes gi@o bad to lose
the shooting.Thankyoy | 6 m al | right. o

Sheldon obeyed her instructions, rushedvater bottles along to her, and then sat

on the veranda vainly trying to interest himself in a-twonthsold file of Sydney
newspapersHe kept glancing up and across the compound to the lgpass. Yes,

he decided, the contention of every white man in the islands was right; the Solomons
was no place for a woman.

He clapped his hands, and Lalaperu came running.

AHere, you! o he ordered; ngo al ong barr
much, altogether. o

A few minutes later the dozen black women of Berande were ranged beforedim.
looked them over critically, finally selecting one that was young, comely as such
creatures went, and whose body bore no signs oftskease.

-1

Wh at ynoaunteo, h e fdEaraghudieda

nMe Mahwua, 0 was the answer.

AAL I right, Yau dinisth @dklalang bbgslyausstop along white

Mary. All the time you stopalongfou savvee?o0

AMe savvee, O she grunted, and holseyed
immediately.

AWhat name?0 he asked Viaburi, who had
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ABig fella sickiWhiweaes fteHd aarmvawer .t al k
tme. Al l ee time talk 6é&m big fella schooneit

Sheldon noddedHe understoodIt wasthe loss of théMarthathat had brought on

the fever. The fever would have come sooner or later, he knew; but her
disappointment had precipitated He lighted a cigarette, and in the curling smoke

of it caught visions of his English mother, and wondefeshe would understand

how her son could love a woman who cried because she could not be skipper of a
schooner in the cannibal isles.

CHAPTER XX —A MAN -TALK

The most patient man in the world is prone to impatience idl@arel Sheldon was

in love. Hecalled himself an ass a score of times a day, and strove to contain himself
by directing his mind in other channels, but more than a score of times each day his
thoughts roved back and dwelt on Jo#éinwas a pretty problem she presented, and

he was contiually debating with himself as to what was the best way to approach
her.

He was not an adept at loweaking. He had had but one experience in the gentle art

(in which he had been more wooed than wooing), and the affair had profited him
little. This wasanother affair, and he assured himself continually that it was a
uniquely different and difficult affairNot only was here a woman who was not bent

on finding a husband, but It was a wom
genuinely appalled by thethgtht of a husband; who | oye
sentimentalized over such things as adventure; who was healthy and normal and
wholesome, and who was so immature that a husband stood for nothing more than

an encumbrance in her cherished scheme of existence.

But how to approach herfle divined the fanatical love of freedom in her, the deep
seated antipathy for restraint of any sdfio man could ever put his arm around her

and win her.She would flutter away like a frightened birdpproach by contaét

tha, he realized, was the one thing he must neverHis handclasp must be what

it had always been, the hanthsp of hearty friendship and nothing moMever by

action must he advertise his feeling for heRemained speechBut what
speech?Appeal b her love?But she did not love himAppeal to her brain"But it

was appar ent | Al thadelwiougngss and fineness of a finely bred
woman was hers; but, for all he could discern, her mental processes were sexless and
boyish. And yet sgech it must be, for a beginning had to be made somewhere, some
time; her mind must be made accustomed to the idea, her thoughts turned upon the
matter of marriage.

And so he rode overseeing about the plantation, with tightly drawn and puckered

brows, puzling over the problem, and steeling himself to the first atterApdozen
ways he planned an intricate leading up to the first breaking of the ice, and each time
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some link in the chain snapped and the talk went off on unexpected and irrelevant
lines. And then one morning, quite fortuitously, the opportunity came.

AMy dearest wish iIs the success of Ber
discussion about the cheapening of freights on copra to market.

ADo you mind if | tellrty?o0u hteh ep rdoefaprtel syt
long for it. | dream aboutitl t i s my dearest desire. o

He paused and looked at her with intent significance; but it was plain to him that she
thought there was nothing more at issue than mutual confidences about things in
general.

-1}

Yes, go ahead, 0 she said, a trifle imp

~

A | |l ove to think of the success Itef Ber
subordinate to the dearest wish, which is that some day you will share Berande with
me in a completeway than that of mere business partnerships for you, some

day, when you are ready, to be my wife.

She started back from him as if she had been stti®gy.face went white on the
instant, not from maidenly embarrassment, but from the anger whicbute see
flaming in her eyes.

AThi s takidghfsesrwhbeant edin r eadyhemhers he ¢
voice swiftly became cold and steady, and she talked in the way he imagined she
must have talked business with Morgan and Raff at Guvitisten to me, Mr.
Sheldon.l like you very well, though you are slow and a muddler; but | want you to
understand, once and for all, that | did not come to the Solomons to get mahatd.

is an affliction | could have accumulated at home, without saéinghousand miles

after it. | have my own way to make in the world, and | came to the Solomons to do

it. Getting married is not makingyway in the world.It may do for some women,

but not for me, thank youwhen | sit down to talk over the freighthn copr a, |
care to have proposals of marriage sandwiche@eside® besided 0

Her voice broke for the moment, and when she went on there was a note of appeal in
it that wellnigh convicted him to himself of being a brute.

ADond&t Odyitespoilseverghing; it makes the whole situation impossible . . .

and ... and | so loved our partnership, and was proudbfat.n 6t @Ybucaaér?f
go on being your partner if you make lovetomdend | was so happy.

Tears of disappointment were in her &yand she caught a swift sob in her throat.

Al warned you,idSuhceh suaniuds ugarla wsealtyu.at i ons b
cannotendurel t ol d you so at the beginning. o
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AOh, vyes; 1t i s quiShewasdngyeagainiandthmminevh at
appeal had disappeared.You wer e very di sfourtoekegbodi n vy C
care to warn me against every other man

It was a blow in the face to SheldoHe smarted with the truth of it, and at the same
time he smarted with what he was convinced was the injustice & gleam of
triumph that flickered in her eye because of the hit she had made decided him.

Al t 1 s -snioded oasonyeou seemitlo wahsi ko iintg ivse,
on Berande befe you cameAt least | was not suffering indignities, such as being
accused of cowardly conduct, as you have just accusedRemembead please
remember, | did not invite you to BerandBlor did | invite you to stay on at
Berande. It was by staying thayou brought about thisto yow unpleasant
situation. By staying you made yourself a temptation, and now you would blame me
forit. Ididnotwantyoutostayt wasnoét i n |levaneedywutodgo y o u
to Sydney; to go back to HawaiBut youinsisted on stayingYou virtuallyd o

He paused for a softer word than the one that had risen to his lips, and she took it
away from him.

AForced mys$éédlat 6en what you meant to say,

painting her cheeksi Go abBemndt mind my feelings. 0
nAIl I right; |l wondét, 0 he said decisivel
becoming a vituperative, schoolboy argumeiit.Y o u have i NSi st ecf

considered as a martonsistency would demand that you talk likenan, and like

a man listen to matalk. And listen you shall.lt is not your fault that this
unpleasantness has ariséwlo not blame you for anything; remember thand for

the same reason you should not bl ame me

He noticed her bosohreaving as she sat with clenched hands, and it was all he could
do to conquer the desire to flash his arms out and around her instead of going on with
his coolly planned campaignAs it was, he nearly told her that she was a most
adorable boy.But he clecked all such wayward fancies, and held himself rigidly
down to his disquisition.

AYou candét helYmubeaeiam@pty dierl e lbfe.i ng a ve
far as | am concerned¥ou have made me wantyo’ . ou di dndot i nten
di dn oot You weye sd made, that is alind | was so made that | was ripe to

want you. B u t I canot hlel parméti npy mgseef f ort
wanting you, any more than you by an effort of will can make yourself undesirable

hY

to me . O

AOh,dedvise! this want! want !iilwaanmnt !'noo ts hgel
a fool. I understand some thing#\nd the whole thing is so foolish and absird
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and uncomfortablel wish | could get away from itl really think it would be a good

idea for meto marry Noa Noah, or Adamu Adam, or Lalaperu there, or any black
boy. Then | could give him orders, and keep him penned away from me; and men

|l i ke you would | eave me al one, and not

Sheldon laughed in spite of himsedhd far from any genuine impulse to laugh.

AYou are positively soulless, o0 he said
NBecause | 6ve a soul t hat doesndét year
gage.inVery wdl lam tshoeun .l e s s, and what are vy

A Bm going to ask you why you look like a womawmhy have you the form of a
woman? the lips of a woman? the wonderful hair of a woman@ | am going to
answer: because you are a wofdhough the woman in you is asléepnd that
some day the womanwillwak up. 0

AHeaven forbid!o she cried, i n such su
laugh, and to bring a smile to her own lips against herself.

Al 6ve got some more tofdbagi dot yput o Phe
every other man in th8olomons, and from yourself as wehAs f or me, I
dream that danger lay in that quart&o | failed to protect you from myselffailed

to protectyouatallYou went vyour own wil ful dway, |
wrecking schooners, ragting on Malaita, and sailing schooners; one lone,
unprotected girl in the company of some of the worst scoundrels in the
Solomons.Fowler! and Brahms! and CurtigAnd such is the perverseness of human

natur@ | am frank, you se® | love you for that too.l love you for all of you, just

as you are. o

She made eoueof distaste and raised a hand protestingly.

ADono6t , offi Yhoeu shaaivdkee no right to recoil fr
you. Remember this is a maalk. From the point of view of the tal you are a

man. The woman in you is only incidental, accidental, and irrelevdnb. u 6 ve go't
to |Ilisten to the bald statement of fact

AANnd now | wonot bot heWegblb gaoy omot & e :
before. You are better off and safer on Berande, in spite of the fact that | love you,

than anywhere else in the Solomomit | want you, as a final item of mdalk, to

remember, from time to time, that | love you, and that it will be the dearest day of

my life when you consent to marry méwant you to think of it sometimesyou

canot help but Ahdnkowfwetweonmet tAmkk . ab
bet ween men, thereds my hand. o
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He held out his handShe hesitated, then gripped it heartdgd smiled through her
tears.

A | &woskshe faltered, il wi s h, i nstead
somebody to swear for me. 0

And with this enigmatic utterance she turned away.

CHAPTER XXI —CONTRABAND

Sheldon did not mention the subject again, ndris conduct change from what it

had always beenThere was nothing of the pining lover, nor of the lover at all, in his
demeanourNor was there any awkwardness between thEney were as frank and
friendly in their relations as eveHe had wondewkif his belligerent love declaration
might have aroused some womanly s®hsciousness in Joan, but he looked in vain
for any sign of it. She appeared as unchanged as he; and while he knew that he hid
his real feelings, he was firm in his belief that¢ $td nothing.And yet the germ he

had implanted must be at work; he was confident of that, though he was without
confidence as to the resultT her e was no forecasting
processes.She might awaken, it was true; and on the other hamd,with equal
chance, he might be the wrong man for her, and his declaration of love might only
more firmly set her in her views on single blessedness.

While he devoted more and more of his time to the plantation itself, she took over
the house and its rtitudinous affairs; and she took hold firmly, in sailor fashion,
revolutionizing the system and disciplin@he labour situation on Berande was
improving. TheMartha had carried away fifty of the blacks whose time was up, and
they had been among the \8bon the plantatiah five-year men recruited by Billy
Be-blowed, men who had gone through the old days of terrorism when the original
owners of Berande had been driven awaiie new recruits, being broken in under

the new regime, gave better promigean had joined with Sheldon from the start in

the programme that they must be gripped with the strong hand, and at the same time
be treated with absolute justice, if they were to escape being contaminated by the
older boys that still remained.

~

Al t hiuklke aigbod idea to put all the gangs at work close to the house this
afternoon, 0 she annofulnécveed col neea ndeady uapt tbhre
ought to clean up the barrackEEher e i s t oo much stealing

AA good ideadd TORelrd b xeagr shdwue dj bet smic
a couple of shirts, and my best toothbr

AAnd two boxes of my <cartridges, 0 she

towels, sheets, and my best pair of slipp&st what they want wit your toothbrush
is more than | can imagind. h ey 0 | | be stealing the Dbildl
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a few weekiWelbbélf oseay

AOne did d app r
t he S ternoon. 0

S
boxes t hi

And a busy afternoon it wasloan and Sheldon, bothnaed, went through the
barracks, house by house, the bbags assisting, and half a dozen messengers, in
relay, shouting along the line the names of the boys wartadh boy brought the
key to his particular box, and was permitted to look on while thnteots were
overhauled by the bosmys.

A wealth of loot was recovered.here were fully a dozen cakeaive big hacking
weapons with razeedges, capable of decapitating a man at a stib&eels, sheets,

shirts, and slippers, along with toothbrushesp-brooms, soap, the missing billiard

ball, and all the lost and forgotten trifles of many months, came to |ghit.most
astonishing was the quantity of ammuniticartridges for LeéMetfords, for
Winchesters and Marlins, for revolvers from thitiyo calibre to fortyfive, shot

gun cartridges, Jagatncarsidgeswiprodigmusemse favthe t h i
ancient Sniders of Malaita, flasks of black powder, sticks of dynamite, yards of fuse,
and boxes of detonator8ut the great find was ithe house occupied by Gogoomy

and five Port Adams recruitsThe fact that the boxes yielded nothing excited
Shel dondés suspicions, and he VWappedinor der
matting, well oiled, free from rust, and brand new, two Winchesteere first
unearthed.Sheldon did not recognize thenthey had not come from Berande;
neither had the forty flasks of black powder found under the coastrof the house;

and while he could not be sure, he could remember no loss of eight boxes of
deonators, A bi g Col t6s revolver he recogni ze
identified a thirtytwo Ivor and Johnson as a loss reported by Matapuu the first week

he landed at Berand& he absence of any cartridges made Sheldon persist in the
digging W of the floor, and a fifypound flour tin was his rewardVith glowering

eyes Gogoomy looked on while Sheldon took from the tin a hundred rounds each for
the two Winchesters and fully as many rounds more of nondescript cartridges of all
sorts and makeand calibres.

The contraband and stolen property was piled in assorted heaps on the back veranda
of the bungalow.A few paces from the bottom of the steps were grouped the forty
odd culprits, with behind them, in solid array, the several hundred bladke of
plantation. At the head of the steps Joan and Sheldon were seated, while on the steps
stood the gangposses. One by one the culprits were called up and
examined.Nothing definite could be extracted from theifhey lied transparently,

but persistetty, and when caught in one lie explained it away with half a dozen
others. One boy complacently announced that he had found eleven sticks of
dynamite on the beachrMat apuudbdés revol ver, found i n
explained away by that boy as hayibeen given to him by Lervumid.ervumie,

called forth to testify, said he had got it from Noni; Noni had got it from Sulefatoi;
Sulefatoi from Choka; Choka from Ngava; and Ngava completed the circle by stating
that it had been given to him by Kapkapu, thus doubly damned, calmly gave full
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details of how it had been given to him by Lervumie; and Lervumie, with equal
wealth of detail, told how he had received it from Noni; and from Noni to Sulefatoi
it went on around the circle again.

Divers articles wee traced indubitably to the houbeys, each of whom steadfastly
proclaimed his own innocence and cast doubts on his fellds. boy with the
billiard ball said that he had never seen it in his life before, and hazarded the
suggestion that it had gottonhis box through some mysterious and occultly evil
agency.So far as he was concerned it might have dropped down from heaven for all
he knew how it gotthereT o t h e ¢ o o-krews af every \essal tha bad
dropped anchor off Berande in the pasveral years were ascribed the arrival of
scores of the stolen articles and of the major portion of the ammunitiuere was

no tracing the truth in any of it, though it was without doubt that the unidentified
weapons and unfamiliar cartridges had c@sleore off visiting cratft.

ALook at it, 0 Shwd awen Isaend dloe elffhayng 0 Vv ¢
ought to be whippetl 0

ANo whip me, 0 Gogoomyicfkati reedr olud!| ofnrgo mmel
chief. Me whip, too much trouble along you, closeupmy wor d. O

A Wh at name you fella Gllgobhmgtkh Sbdedcdohb:
youuHer e, you Kwaque, put Om irons al ong

Kwaque, a strapping ga#mpss, plucked Gogoomy from out of his following, and,
helped by the othegangbosses; twisted his arms behind him and snapped on the
heavy handcuffs.

AMe finish along you, c¢cl ose up-distoytelu di e
face, threatened the belsay.

APl ease, no whi ppi ng,fl fJovahsingspssandgsendn a
them to Tulagi and let the Government doGtive them their choice between a fine
or an official whipping.o

Sheldon nodded and stood up, facing the blacks.
AManonmie! 0 he call ed.
Manonmie stood forth and waited.

AYou fell atboy mhat, be Shialodiorst edYowend .p|
steal m one f el tkafe, twotanefdlla caroicge.Myfwertl,| a c a
pl enty bad f &l¢doasalenggoa oo niuak Oypoous.e you | i ke
take O6m one f alinlbigbopkoSudnpdo sael oynogu ynoo | i ke
el

one f |l a pound, then me send you fell

e
0
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government whippingPlenty New Georgia boys, plenty Ysabel boys stop along jail
along Tulagi. Them fella no like Malaita boylgtle bit. My wor d, they gi
strong fella whippingWh at you say?o0

AYou take &m one fella pound along me, O

And Manonmie, patently relieved, stepped back, while Sheldon entered the fine in
the plantation labour journal.

Boy afterboy, he called the offenders out and gave them their choice; and, boy by
boy, each one elected to pay the fine imposedme fines were as low as several
shillings; while in the more serious cases, such as thefts of guns and ammunition, the
fines were coespondingly heavy.

Gogoomy and his five tribesmen were fin
guttural command they refused to pay.

AS6pose you go along Tulagi, 0 Shel don
whipping and you stop along jail threeléelyear. Mr . Burnett, he | c
Wi nchester, | ook om along cartridge, | ¢
powder , | ook @ mmywordphe grossltgormacah, he gve you three

fella year along jaillS6 pose you no llapbund yourstopaong t h r e
jal. Savvee?0

Gogoomy wavered.

-1

| t O0st htartubes what Burnett would give t hel

AYou take oOom three fella pound along m
scowling his hatred at Sheldon, anénsferring half the scowl to Joan and

Kwaque.i Me f i ni sh along you, you dathec h 6 m
bel ong me big fella chief along Port Ad

AThat wil | do, 0 iYmeail ddinutwammorud ch ftbierh.ong vy

A Me no f r i gachief tetortedy By his insoelencefincreasing his stature in
the eyes of his fellows.

ALock himiwhtf, @r Sthe | d ofinS usna i hde tcoo niKew augpu ep.
fella and five fella belong him along grasstting. Savvee?0

Kwaque grinned.

AMe s,aw vieah Csuati do.ngargngaais s o p 6 m aMyo nwgo rgdr!ads s
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AThere will be trouble with Gogedoymy Vyet
marshalled their gangs and led them away totherwdorK e ep an &g e on
careful when you argding alone on the plantationfhe loss of those Winchesters

and all that ammunition has hit him harder than your cuffing Hielis deaetipe for

mi schief . o0

CHAPTER XXl —GOGOOMY FINISHES ALONG
KWAQUE ALTOGETHER

Al wonder what hlat®é@osnenthosmee heodisapfeareddanto the
bush, and not a word of him after he | e

Joan Lackland was sitting astride her horse by the bank of the Balesuna where the
sweet corn had been planted, and Sheldon, who had come across from the house on

foot , was | eaning against her horseds shc
AnYes, it is along time for no news to h
keenly from under his hddrim and wondering as to the measure of her anxiety for

the adventurous goldunt er ; N baorhe otit mldright.Hewlid & thing at

the start that | woul dndt hoapersuadgdBmne n hi
Charley to go along with himl 6 | | wager no other Binu n

into the bush unless to Bkai-k a 1 Asdor Tudord O

ALook! | ook!o0o Joan c¢cried in a | ow voice
eddy where a huge crocodile drifted like a log awasiMyl! wi sh | had m)

The crocodile, leaving scarcely a ripple behind, sank down and disappeared.

A ABinu man was in early thismomidgd or medi ci ne, oAiBhemdygn
have been that very brute that was responsilelozen of the Binu women were

out, and the foremost one stepped right on a big crocadieas by the edge of the

water, and & tumbled her over and got her by the I&d).the other women got hold

of her and pulled And in the tug of war she lost her leg, below the knee, he $aid.

gave him a stock of antisepticS he o6l | pul |l through, | fan

1

Udh he f i | t hyulgedshwldesnghydi | J darnle h dateen!t h e m!

1

And yet you go diving among sharks, o S

ATheyor e-sharksl And ab lorsghas there are plenty of fish there is no
danger.l t i s only when theyore bamieslbed t he

Sheldon shuddered inwardly at the swift vision that arose of the dainty flesh of her
I n a s h aaootkedl mawma ny
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Al wish you wouldnoét, fjYeu dadlencwimed e h
ri sk. o
nBut thatos half. the fun of it, 0 she cr

A trite platitude about his not caring to lose her was on his lips, but he refrained from
uttering it. Another conclusion he had arrived at was that she was not to be
nagged. Continual, or even occasional, reminders of his feeling for her would
constiute a tactical error of no mean dimensions.

AnSome for the book of verse, some for t]|
he | aughed gri mly, then added: AJust t
you. Maybe it would beget confidence suchyas u have. 0

ADo you know, | think it would be nice
be becoming, 0 she remarked, with one of
him. Al should think you coul do yowknowsnati ned
one of the domineering kind, but one who considered his wife was just as much an
individual as himself and just as much a free ag&w#ally, you know, | think you

are improving. o

She laughed and rode away, leaving him greatly cast ddvine had thoughthere

had been one bit of coyness in her words, one feminine flutter, one womanly attempt
at deliberate lure and encouragement, he would have been ehaiedhe knew
absolutely that it was the boy, and not the woman, who had so daringly spoken.

Joan rale on among the avenues of young cocoealtihs, saw a hornbill, followed

it in its erratic flights to the high forest on the edge of the plantation, heard the cooing
of wild pigeons and located them in the deeper woods, followed the fresh trail of a
wild pig for a distance, circled back, and took the narrow path for the bungalow that
ran through twenty acres of uncleared cahke grass was waistigh and higher,

and as she rode along she remembered that Gogoomy was one of a gang of boys that
had been detfled to the grassutting. She came to where they had been at work, but
saw no signs of themtHer unshod horse made no sound on the soft, sandy footing,
and a little further on she heard voices proceeding from out of the @hegeined

in and listerd. It was Gogoomy talking, and as she listened she gripped her-bridle
rein tightly and a wave of anger passed over her.

ADog he stop Omtiamenhge hwakk, aboght o Go
perforce inbéchede-merEnglish, because he was talkirgdthers beside his own

tribesmen.i You f el l a boy c¢ at ckai-kabbelong mnealohge | | a
big fella fishhook. S6 pose dog he \‘ka-kakyowfdlahoycatchat c h
6m dog al | ee Dsgaefmishalose upBidyfallarkarster sleep along
big fella house.White Mary sleep along pickaninny hous@ne fella Adamu he
stop along outside pickaninny houséou f el Il a boy finish &m
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finish ém big fella marster, f. iPleritys h 6 m
musket he stop, plenty powder, plenty tomahawk, plenty Kadeplenty porpoise

teeth, plenty tobacco, plenty cali&cany word, too much plenty everything we take

O0m al onbgo amth,alwashee | i ke hell, sun he ¢«

AMetch O&m pig sun he go down, 0 spoke u
ecognized as belonging to Cosse, one o

-

AMe catch 6ém dog, 0 said anot her.

AAnd me catch 6m white fell aiMWargatdc lGo®
Kwaquehede al ong him damn quick. 0

This much Joan heard of the plan to murder, and then her rising wrath proved too
much for her discretionShe spurred her horse into the grass, crging,

AWhat name yoWhaelhamed¢g, eh?

They arose, scrambling and scattg, and to her surprise she saw there were a dozen

of them. As she looked in their glowering faces and noted the heavyfawip

hacking candnives in their hands, she became suddenly aware of the rashness of
her act. If only she had had her revolver a rifle, all would have been welBut

she had carelessly ventured out unarmed, and she followed the glance of Gogoomy
to her waist and saw the pleased flash in his eyes as he perceived the absence of the
dreadful markilling revolver.

The first artite in the Solomon Islands code for white men was never to show fear
before a native, and Joan tried to carry off the situation in cavalier fashion.

AToo much talk along yoitdTbel macboyabkst
work. Savvee?0

Gogoomy made no reply, but, apparently shifting weight, he slid one foot
forward. The other boys, spread favise about her, were also sliding forward, the
cruel caneknives in their hands advertising their intention.

AYou cut O&m grass! o yshe commanded i mper

But Gogoomy slid his other foot forwar&he measured the distance with her dye.
would be impossible to whirl her horse around and get asag. would be chopped
down from behind.

And in that tense moment the faces of all of them were imprintéetomind in an
unforgettable pictui@ one of them, an old man, with torn and distendeecdsas

that fell to his chest; another, with the broad flattened nose of Africa, and with
withered eyes so buried under frowning brows that nothing but the sickbuyigi-
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looking whites could be seen; a third, thigped and bearded with kinky whiskers;

and Gogoom§ she had never realized before how handsome Gogoomy was in his
mutinous and obstinate wHahimal way. There was a primitive aristocraticness
about himthat his fellows lackedThe lines of his figure were more rounded than
theirs, the skin smooth, well oiled, and free from dise&3e.his chest, suspended
from a single string of porpoigeeth around his throat, hung a big crescent carved
out of opalscent pearkhell. A row of pure white cowrie shells banded his
brow. From his hair drooped a long, lone feath@bove the swelling calf of one

leg he wore, as a garter, a single string of white be@ts. effect was dandyish in

the extreme A narrowgeestring completed his costumé@nother man she saw, old

and shrivelled, with puckered forehead and a puckered face that trembled and worked
with animal passion as in the past she had noticed the faces of monkeys tremble and
work.

ARGogoomy, bashpéysaingoss no cut Oé&m grass,
you. o

His expression became a trifle more disdainful, but he did not ansmatead, he
stole a glance to right and left to mark how his fellows were closing aboufher.
the same moment hasually slipped his foot forward through the grass for a matter
of several inches.

Joan was keenly aware of the desperateness of the situ@ilieronly way out was
through. She lifted her ridingvhip threateningly, and at the same moment drove in
both gpurs with her heels, rushing the startled horse straight at Gogoliraj.
happened in an instanEvery caneknife was lifted, and every boy save Gogoomy
leaped for her.He swerved aside to avoid the horse, at the same time swinging his
caneknife in a slicing blow that would have cut her in twaihe leaned forward
under the flying steel, which cut through her ridsigrt, through the edge of the
saddle, through the saddle cloth, and even slightly into the horse itslifright

hand, still raisd, came down, the thin whip whishing through the &he saw the
white, cooked mark of the weal clear across the sullen, handsome face, and still what
was practically in the same instant she saw the man with the puckered face,
overridden, go down befoteer, and she heard his snarling and grimacing chiatter

all the world like an angry monkey'hen she was free and away, heading the horse
at top speed for the house.

Outofherseda r ai ning she was able to apprecia
burst in on him with her newsSpringing from the steamehair in which he had

been lounging while waiting for breakfast, he clapped his hands for the-boyse

and, while listening to her, he was buckling on his cartrggle and running the
mechanim of his automatic pistol.

AOrnfiri, o0 he snapped out his orders,
plenty. You finish é&m bell , Vinyopgouickhousse ad d |
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bel ong Seelee he stop, ©O txfellat@arellpdlagknt v b
f el | aHelsaibleda note and handed itto Lalapérl. al aper u, you
house belong white fella Marster Bouche
AThat will head them back from tihend oas
old Seeleewilltun hi' s whole village | oose on the

Il n response to the summons of the big b
by their glistening bodies and panting chests showing that they had run all the
way. Some of the farthegilaced gangwould be nearly an hour in arriving.

Shel don proceeded t o arm Joands sai l
handcuffs. Adamu Adam, with loaded rifle, he placed on guard over the whale
boats. Noa Noah, aided by Matapuu, were instructed to take charge wfatking

gangs as fast as they came in, to keep them amused, and to guard against their being
stampeded into making a break themselvidse five other Tahitians were to follow

Joan and Sheldon on foot.

Al 6m gl ad we uneart he 8heldoh ®markedrastheyde t h e
out of the compound gate.

A hundred yards away they encountered one of the clearing gangs comlingas.
Kwaqueds gang, but Sheldon | ooked in va

AWhat name that fella Kwaque he no stop
A babel of excited voices attempted an answer.
AShut o&ém mouth belong you altogether, o

He spoke roughly, living up to the réle of the white man who must always be strong
and dominant.

AHere, you fella Babatand, you talk &ém
Babatani stepped forward in all the pride of one singled out from among his fellows.

ARGogoomy he finish along Kwaque faHet oget
take O6m head bdélong him run Iike hell .o

In brief words, and with paucity of imaginatione ldescribed the murder, and
Sheldon and Joan rode om the grass, where Joan had been attacked, they found

the little shrivelled man, still chattering and grimacing, whom Joan had ridden
down. The mare had plunged on his ankle, completely crushimgd,a hundred
yardso cr awl had convi n detde lasticlearinggdng,t he f
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from the farthest edge of the plantation, was given the task of carrying him in to the
house.

A mile farther on, wher e trdhthe bush,nheyway s 6
encountered the body of Kwaqué&he head had been hacked off and was missing,
and Sheldon took it on fHelhatéviddanttyputupahe b
fight, for a bloody trail led away from the body.

Once they were well intthe thick bush the horses had to be abandoRegehara

was left in charge of them, while Joan and Sheldon and the remaining Tahitians
pushed ahead on fooThe way led down through a swampy hollow, which was
overflowed by the Berande River on occasiand where the red trail of the

mur derers was cr os s elthey bagl apparently caogbtdhel e 6 s
creature asleep in the sun and desisted long enough from their flight to hack him to
pieces.Here the wounded man had sat down and waited uatilwlere ready to go

on.

An hour later, following along a wilgig trail, Sheldon suddenly halted@he bloody
tracks had ceased.he Tahitians cast out in the bush on either side, and a cry from
Utami apprised them of a findloan waited till Sheldon caback.

Al tos Maukd,Kwahbee sdid. for hi m, and h e
died. That 6s t wo @here aartentnmom@D ofnobrt. you t hi nk
enough of 1 t?0

She nodded.
Alt 1 sndét mialkl ogehlkackhi dedhwasésfor yo
ABut you cdmkte gawoalodnd.he men. o

AThen |1 01 I gfol tonwoulsdhebes afiaal i sh t o wea
certainly not tired. o

The trail bent to the right as though the runaways had changed their mind and headed
for the Balesuna.But the trail still continued to bend to the right till it promised to
make a loop, and the point of intersection seemed to be the edge of the plantation
where the horses had been l&tossing one of the quiet jungle spaces, where naught
moved but a velvety, twelvanch butterfly, they heard the sound of shots.

AEIi ght , 0 Jholatn waosu nothetdy. mos & fHenPapehara.
They hurried on, but when they reached the spot they were in dbiubtwo horses
stood quietly tethered, and Rdqara, squatted on his hams, was having a peaceful

smoke. Advancing toward him, Sheldon tripped on a body that lay in the grass, and
as he saved himself from falling his eyes lighted on a secémah recognized this
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one.l't was Cos s e, tribasmen,thé on&whg lad promised to catch
at sunset the pig that was to have baited the hook for Satan.

ANo | uck, Mi ssi e, 0 was Papeharads greet
ofthe headfi Cat ¢ h o n | have gomdshob at Gogoomy, ortly mi s s . 0O

ABut you killedAaYthhe moustioaat chideem al i
The Tahitian smiled.

AHow?O heflquaem iheadv.leghink absumi@Hitieand breadfruit, and
jolly good time at Bora BoraQuick, just like that, ten boy he run outlmish for

me. Each boy have longknfeGogoomy have | ong knife on
head inotherhand. no st op t ¢éshaodiketdllHO W s buveat ch
alive, ten boy, ten |l ong knife, and Kwa

The scattered paths of théferent boys, where they broke back after the disastrous
attempt to rush the Tahitian, soon led togetfdrey traced it to the Berande, which

the runaways had crossed with the clear intention of burying themselves in the huge
mangrove swamp that lay bmyd.

AThere 1 s no use our goi Sege laeney wWialrlt hteu |
village and hunt them out ofthal h ey 6 | | nev eAll wegcantdo ip @ s t hi
guard the coast and keep them from breaking back on the plantation and running
amuck A h , Il thought so. 0

Against the jungle gloom of the farther shore, coming from down stream, a small
canoe glided So silently did it move that it was more like an apparitibhree naked

blacks dipped with noiseless paddlésng-hafted, slendehonebarbed throwing

spears lay along the gunwale of the canoe, while a quiverful of arrows hung on each
ma n 0 s Theaegek of the mamunters missed nothinglhey had seen Sheldon

and Joan first, but they gave no sigwhere Gogoomy and his followelrsad
emerged from the river, the canoe abruptly stopped, then turned and disappeared into
the deeper mangrove gloorA.second and a third canoe came around the bend from
below, glided ghostlike to the crossing of the runaways, and vanished in the
mangrove.

A hope there wonot be any more Kkillin
homeward.

A | dondét think soiMy Sibnedledrosnt aansds unrge dwi ht ehr
he is paid only for Ilive boys; so he is

CHAPTER XXIlII —A MESSAGE FROM THE BUSH
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Never had runaways from Berande been more zealously humtesl.deeds of
Gogoomy and his fellows had been a bad example for the one hundred and fifty new
recruits. Murder had been planned, a gamgs had been killed, and the murderers
had broken their contracts by fleeing to the buskheldon saw how imperative it

was to teach his nesaught cannibals that bad examples were disastrous things to
pattern after, and he urged Seelee on night and day, while with the Tahitians he
practically Ived in the bush, leaving Joan in charge of the plantafl@nthe north
Boucher did good work, twice turning the fugitives back when they attempted to gain
the coast.

One by one the boys were captured.the first mardrive through the mangrove
swamp Selee caught twoCircling around to the north, a third was wounded in the
thigh by Boucher, and this one, dragging behind in the chase, was later gathered in
by Seel eelhesthrdecaptivesy heavily ironed, were exposed each day in
the compoundas good examples of what happened to bad examples, all for the
edification of the seven score and ten 4wl PoongaPoonga men.Then
theMinerva, running past for Tulagi, was signalled to send a boat, and the three
prisoners were carried away to prigorawait trial.

Five were still at large, but escape was impossibleey could not get down to the

coast, nor dared they venture too far inland for fear of the wild bushifean one

of the five came in voluntarily and gave himself up, and Sheldomddathat
Gogoomy and two others were all that were at largeere should have been a
fourth, but according to the man who had given himself up, the fourth man had been
killed and eatenlt had been fear of a similar fate that had driven himHe.wasa

Malu man, from norttwestern Malaita, as likewise had been the one that was
eatennGogoomyo6s two other c¢omp asforciimself, wer e
the black declared his preference for government trial and punishment to being eaten
by his companios in the bush.

ACl os e u pkai-kkaongeo, ocomyhfeMys awalr.d, miai-kame | @ ke b

Three days later Sheldon caught one of the boys, helpless from swamp fever, and
unable to fight or run awayOn the same day Seelee caught the second boyilarsim
condition. Gogoomy alone remained at large; and, as the pursuit closed in on him,
he conquered his fear of the bushmen and headed straight in for the mountainous
backbone of the islandSheldon with four Tahitians, and Seelee with thirty of his

huner s, foll owed Gogoomyos t r-landd, anédthed o z e n
Seelee and his people lost hedtie confessed that neither he nor any of his tribe
had ever ventured so far inland before,

horrible tales of the horrible bushmeim the old days, he said, they had crossed the
grasslands and attacked the salater natives; but since the coming of the white
men to the coast they had remained in their interior fastnesses, and-watealt
native fad ever seen them again.
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AGogoomy he finish along themMyewbadbu#
finish close upkairkaia | t oget her . o

So the expedition turned backlothing could persuade the coast natives to venture
farther, and Sheldon, with $ifour Tahitians, knew that it was madness to go on
alone. So he stood waisteep in the grass and looked regretfully across the rolling
savannah and the seftwe | | i ng foothills to the Lion
that upreared into the azure frahe midmost centre of Guadalcanar, a landmark

used for bearings by every coasting mariner, a mountain as yet untrod by the foot of

a white man.

That night, after dinner, Sheldon and Joan were playing billiards, when Satan barked

in the compound, and Lalapg sent to see, brought back a tired and trataehed
native, who wanted to talktwwaé& ohkeyibh
insistence that procured him admittance at such an t#hgldon went out on the
veranda to see him, and at figdance at the gaunt features and wasted body of the

man knew that his errand was likely to prove importadevertheless, Sheldon
demanded roughlg,

AWhat name you come along house belong
AMe Charl ey, 0 the mandwearthit Me esdt cap od loogreg

A A, Bi nu ®Wélawhat eayne yoletdlk?along maXhat place big fella
mar ster along white man he stop?0o0

Joan and Sheldon together listened to the tale Binu Charley had brddght.
descri bed T uwdp théd Balesana;pthe diadgingpof the boats up the
rapids; the passage up the river where it threaded thelgratss the innumerable
washings of gravel by the white men in search of gold; the first rolling foothills; the
mantraps of speastaked pitsn the jungle trails; the first meeting with the bushmen,
who had never seen tobacco, and knew not the virtues of smoking; their friendliness;
the deeper penetration of the interior
sores and the fevers of thnite men, and their madness in trusting the bushmen.

ARAll ee time | talk al oinMe whaltke, foéeT haat nfac
he | ook ©0m eHesavbeddomucks 6lpiom.e mus ket he st
that fella bushman he too muchagifriend along youAllee time he look sharp eye
belonghim.S6épose musket he no stop along yo
chop 6m off IHelkaikaiybed oalgt ygpait. her . 6 0

But the patience of the bushmen had exceeded that of the whitelimeweeks had

gone by, and no overt acts had been attempld. bushmen swarmed in the camp

in increasing numbers, and they were always making presents of yams and taro, of
pig and fowl, and of wild fruits and vegetabléa/henever the golthunters muoed
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their camp, the bushmen volunteered to carry the luggage the white men waxed
ever more carelessl’hey grew weary prospecting, and at the same time carrying
their rifles and the heavy cartriddpelts, and the practice began of leaving their
weapms behind them in camp.

A t el l oOom plenty fella whiAndckeplemyafellsst er
whit e mar ster ma k e Om big | augh al ong
pickaninng my wor d, they speak along me al |l ece

Came themorning when Binu Charley noticed that the women and children had
disappearedTudor, at the time, was lying in a stupor with fever in a late camp five
miles away, the main camp having moved on those five miles in order to prospect an
outcrop of likely gartz. Binu Charley was midway between the two camps when
the absence of the women and children struck him as suspicious.

AMy word, 0 he s ai Hinbldckndarythoni pickaninhy, Wwaklk h e |
about long way big bitWhat name?Me savvee too muctrouble close up.Me
fright like hell. Merun.My wor d, me run. o0

Tudor, quite unconscious, was slung across his shoulder, and carried a mile down the
trail. Here, hiding new trail, Binu Charley had carried him for a quarter of a mile
into the heart othe deepest jungle, and hidden him in a big banyan Re&urning

to try to save the rifles and personal outfit, Binu Charley had seen a party of bushmen
trotting down the trail, and had hidden in the bubtere, and from the direction of

the main camphe had heard two rifle shot&\nd that was all.He had never seen

the white men again, nor had he ventured near their old cei@pad gone back to
Tudor, and hidden with him for a week, living on wild fruits and the few pigeons and
cockatoos he hadelen able to shoot with bow and arrowhen he had journeyed
down to Berande to bring the newBudor, he said, was very sick, lying unconscious

for days at a time, and, when in his right mind, too weak to help himself.

AWhat name you mel lka |l hmarst @rhAdebdagrn ed én
good fella musket, plenty calico, plenty tobacco, plenty kigée and two fella
pickaninny musket shoot quick, babgngbang j ust | i ke that. o

The black smiled cunningly.

A Me s avyveesOotpoooss emuimgliella mdrster, @meby plenty white fella

marster walk about Binu cross like hel. Wh a t name this fell o
plenty fella white nWyrwerd, éBmnu Gharleykfinish m al
altogether. S6 pose me kil 0 m MPlantywhitenfala ngacsterd a | ¢
crossalongmeS6 pose me no kill &m him, bimeby
calico, plenty everything too much. 0

AThere is only the one thing to do, 0 Sh
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She drummed with her hand and waited, while Biharley gazed wearily at her
with unblinking eyes.

Al 61 | start the first thing in the morn

A We 61 | starthlb scsae gerrewied. as much ol
can, and, besides, one white should never be alone underisuch@ mst ances.

He shrugged his shoulders in token, not of consent, but of surrender, knowing the
uselessness of attempting to argue the question with her, and consoling himself with
the reflection that heaven alone knew what adventures she was liabigtye em if

left alone on Berande for a weeke clapped his hands, and for the next quarter of
an hour the houskeoys were kept busy carrying messages to the barr@cksan

was sent to Balesuna village to A omman
boad -srew was started in a whatmat with word for Boucher to come
down. Ammunition was issued to the Tahitians, and the storeroom overhauled for a
few dayso6 t i rWabkud turped gellow svhem okl .that he was to
accompany the expedition, antdo everybodyds surprise,
take his place.

Seelee arrived, proud in his importance that the great master of Berande should
summon him in the nigkHime for council, and firm in his refusal to step one inch

within the dread domain ohé bushmenAs he said, if his opinion had been asked

when the golehunters started, he would have foretold their disastrous Enere

was only one thing that happened to an
territory, and that was that he was eaté&md he would further say, without being

asked, that if Sheldon went up into the bush he would be eaten too.

Sheldon sent for a gasigpss and told him to bring ten of the biggest, best, and
strongest PoongBoonga men.

ANot-wataét boys, oné&del dbundleydalotgnhimbstmongs
fella leg. Boy no savvee musket, nogood.ou bring oé&m boy shoo
fella. o

They were ten picked men that filed up on the veranda and stood in the glare of the
lanterns. Their heavy, muscular legs \&ftised that they were bushmekach
claimed long experience in bufighting, most of them showed scars of bullet or
spearthrust in proof, and all were wild for a chance to break the humdrum monotony
of plantation labour by going on a killing expeditioKilling was their natural
vocation, not woogtutting; and while they would not have ventured the Guadalcanar
bush alone, with a white man like Sheldon behind them, and a white Mary such as
they knew Joan to be, they could expect a safe and delightéulBesides, the great
master had told them that the eight gigantic Tahitians were going along.
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The Poongd&oonga volunteers stood with glistening eyes and grinning faces, naked
save for their loircloths, and barbarously ornamenté&thch wore a flatuirtle-shell

ring suspended through his nose, and each carried a clay pipe irhareear thrust
inside a beaded biceps armlét.pair of magnificent boar tusks graced the chest of
one. On the chest of another hung a huge disc of polished fossHstlaln

APl enty strong fella fight, o0 Sheldon wa
They grinned and shifted delightedly.
ARSO6pose kdkkbeimsH menrg you?0 he queried.

ANo fear, O answered their S p o klpmedna n,
Ethiopianlooking man.iS 6 p o s e -P&oaga hogai-kaibushb oy ? 0

Sheldon shook his head, laughing, and dismissed them, and went to overhaul the
dunnagee oom for a small shelter tent for J

CHAPTER XXIV —IN THE BUSH

It was quite a formidable expedition that depaftech Berande at break of day next
morning in a fleet of canoes and dinghid$ere were Joan and Sheldon, with Binu
Charley and Lalaperu, the eight Tahitians, and the ten Pdéogaga men, each
proud in the possession of a bright and shining modern tifladdition, there were

t wo of t he milewsnftsia meneachl Hese ahow@\ser, were to go no
farther than Carli, where water transportation ceased and where they were to wait
with the boats.Boucher remained behind in charge of Berande.

By eleven in the morning the expedition arrived at Binu, a cluster of twenty houses
on the river bank.And from here thirty odd Binu men accompanied them, armed
with spears and arrows, chattering and grimacing with delight at the warlike
array. The long aiiet stretches of river gave way to swifter water, and progress was
slower and more dogged-he Balesuna grew shallow as well, and oftener were the
loaded boats bumped along and Hiétéd over the bottom.In places timbefalls
blocked the passage dfe narrow stream, and the boats and canoes were portaged
around. Night brought them to Carli, and they had the satisfaction of knowing that

t hey had accomplished i n one day what
expedition.
Here at Carli, next morning, liavay throughthegradsa n d s, -trewewelro at 6 s

left, and with them the horde of Binu men, the boldest of which held on for a bare
mile and then ran scampering ba@&inu Charley, however, was at the fore, and led
the way onward into the rolling feills, following the trail made by Tudor and his
men weeks beforeThat night they camped well into the hills and deep in the tropic
jungle. The third day found them on the rways of the bushménnarrow paths
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that compelled single file and that turnadd twisted with endless convolutions
through the dense undergrowtkor the most part it was a silent forest, lush and
dank, where only occasionally a weptjeon cooed or snewhite cockatoos
laughed harshly in laborious flight.

Here, in the miemorning the first casualty occurredBinu Charley had dropped
behind for a time, and Koogoo, the Pootiigonga man who had boasted that he
would eat the bushmen, was in the leddan and Sheldon heard the twanging thrum
and saw Koogoo throw out his arms, la¢ tsame time dropping his rifle, stumble
forward, and sink down on his hands and knd&gstween his naked shoulders, low
down and to the left, appeared the bbaebed head of an arrowde had been shot
through and throughCocked rifles swept the bushth nervous apprehensiomut
there was no rustle, no movement; nothing but the humid oppressive silence.

ABushmen he no stop, o0 Binu Charley calll
thanone ofthemii Al | ee s ame d a nihatféllakmomyy obou snion d 0.
eye belonghimHe no savvee I|little bit.o

Koogoods arms had crumpled wunder hi m,
falen. Even as Binu Charley came to the fr
from him, and with a final convulsiveishe lay still.

ARi ght t hrough t he heart,h6 0 Shel don S a
examination.il t must have been a trap of some

He noticed Joanbs white, tense face, an
wreck of what had beesnman the minute before.

~

Al recruited that boyfihmgsebmeodeWwr eat d
at Poong&Poonga and right on board thlrthaand offered himselfAnd | was
proud. He was my very first recrut 0

AMy wbodk O6matdmaBi mel Charl ey interrupte
wall of the ruaway and exposing a bow so massive that no one bushman could have
bent it.

The Binu man traced out the mechanics of the trap, and exposed the hidden fibre in
the tangled undergrowthth@att cont act with Koogoods f oo

They were deep in the primeval forestdim twilight prevailed, for no random shaft

of sunlight broke through the thick roof of leaves and creepers overfides.
Tahitians were plainly awed bydlsilence and gloom and mystery of the place and
happening, but they showed themselves doggedly unafraid, and were for pushing
on. The Poongd&oonga men, on the contrary, were not awHtky were bushmen
themselves, and they were used to this silentasarfthough the devices were
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different from those employed by them in their own bubktast awed of all were

Joan and Sheldon, but, being whites, they were not supposed to be subject to such
commonplace emotions, and their task was to carry the situdfiovitio careless
bravado as befitted Abig fella marsters

Binu Charley took the lead as they pushed on, and trap after trap yielded its secret
lurking-place to his keen scrutinylhe way was beset with a thousand annoyances,
chiefes among which were thorns, cunningly concealed, that penetrated the bare feet
of the invaders.Once, during the afternoon, Binu Charley barely missed being
impaled in a staked pit that undermined the tratere were times when all stood

still and waitel for half an hour or more while Binu Charley prospected suspicious
parts of the trai.Sometimes he was compelled to leave the trail and creep and climb
through the jungle so as to approach the-tnaps from behind; and on one occasion,

in spite of hisprecaution, a sprinrgow was discharged, the flying arrow barely
clipping the shoulder of one of the waiting Pooiigonga boys.

Where a slight riiway entered the main one, Sheldon paused and asked Binu
Charley if he knew where it led.

APl enty basderf ehkastop along t
answer.n Al | right you |i ke 6m go | o

A6 Wal k O6m easy, O he Cc
garden.S6pose some bush fe

Creeping ahead dmpeering into the clearing for a moment, Binu Charley beckoned
Sheldon to come on cautiouslyoan crouched beside him, and together they peeped
out. The cleared space was fully half an acre in extent and carefully fenced against
the wild pigs. Pawpawand banandrees were just ripening their fruit, while beneath
grew sweet potatoes and yan@n one edge of the clearing was a small grass house,
opensided, a mere raishelter. In front of it, crouched on his hams before a fire,
was a gaunt and bealbushman.The fire seemed to smoke excessively, and in the
thick of the smoke a round dark object hung suspendés bushman seemed
absorbed in contemplation of this object.

Warning them not to shoot unless the man was successfully escaping, Sheldon
beckoned the PoongBoonga men forward.Joan smiled appreciatively to
Sheldon. It was heaehunters against heduinters. The blacks trod noiselessly to
their stations, which were arranged so that they could spring simultaneously into the
open. Their faces were keen and serious, their eyes eloquent with the ecstasy of
living that was upon theénfor this was living, this game of life and death, and to
them it was the only game a man should play, withal they played it in low and
cowardly ways, killing from beind in the dim forest gloom and rarely coming out
into the open.
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Sheldon whispered the word, and the ten runners leaped fénvi@ar@inu Charley
ranwiththem.The bushmandés keen ears warned hi
and arrow in hand, the amofixed in the notch and the bow bending as he
sprang.The man he let drive at dodged the arrow, and before he could shoot another
his enemies were upon hinide was rolled over and over and dragged to his feet,
disarmed and helpless.

A Why, h e 6ts Banb yalnacnieann! 060 JodmMedrsi eadh, Ay
a Phoenician!Look at that straight nose, that narrow face, those high dhaeé®
and that slanting, oval forehead, and t

AAnd the snaky |l ocks, 0 Sheldon | aughed.

The bushman was in mortal fear, led by all his training to expect nothing less than
death; yet he did not cower away from theimstead, he returned their looks with
lean selsufficiency, and finally centred his gaze upon Joan, the first white woman
he ha ever seen.

AMy word, kaikkaislhorngltimat fella boy, 0 Binu

So stolid was his manner of utterance that Joan turned carelessly to see what had
attracted his attention, and found herself face to face with Gogoanigast, it wa

the head of Gogoondythe dark object they had seen hanging in the smtkeas

freshd the smokecuring had just begunand, save for the closed eyes, all the sullen
handsomeness and animal virility of the boy, as Joan had known it, was still to be
seen irthe monstrous thing that twisted and dangled in the eddying smoke.

Nor was Joands horror | e s-Boengabdys®nthet he c
instant they recognized the head, and on the instant rose their wild hearty laughter as
they explained to me another in shrill falsetto voicessogoomy 6s end v
joke. He had been foiled in his attempt to escapke. had played the game and

lost. And what greater joke could there be than that the bushmen should have eaten
him? It was the funniest incidérthat had come under their notice in many a

day. And to them there was certainly nothing unusual nor bizarre in the
event. Gogoomy had completed the liggcle of the bushmarte had taken heads,

and now his own head had been takete had eaten meand now he had been

eaten by men.

ThePoongPoonga mends | aughter died down, a
glittering eyes and gluttonous expressioite Tahitians, on the other hand, were
shocked, and Adamu Adam was shaking his head slowly andigg forth his

disgust. Joan was angryHer face was white, but in each cheek was a vivid spray of

red. Disgust had been displaced by wrath, and her mood was clearly vengeful.

Sheldon laughed.
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Al tos ot hing to ©D¥oan gorget tlad e haclkied dife s a
Kwaqueds head, and that he ate one of
him. Besides, he was born to itle has but been eaten out of the same trough from
which he himself has eaten. o

n
0

Joan looked at him with lips that trembled the verge of speech.

AAnd dondét forget, 0 Sheldon added, At ha
fate his Port Adams tribesmen wil/ t ake
Anlt 1 s all so ghastly ridiculous, 0 Joan

iA®&Dd r o ma nhe suggested slyly.
She did not answer, and turned away; but Sheldon knew that the shaft had gone home.

AThat fella boy he sick, belly bel ong T
to the Poong#&oonga man whose shoulder had been scratched bydiaeaar hour
before.

The boy was sitting down and groaning, his arms clasping his bent knees, his head
drooped forward and rolling painfully back and fortkor fear of poison, Sheldon

had immediately scarified the wound and injected permanganate of ;pot&sh

spite of the precaution the shoulder was swelling rapidly.

A We o1l | take him on to wh€&he Walkdbrngswil
keep up his circulation and scatter the poisédamu Adam, you take hold that
boy. Maybe he will wanto sleep.Shake himupl f he sl eep he di e.

The advance was more rapid now, for Binu Charley placed the captive bushman in
front of him and made him clear the raray of traps.Once, at a sharp turn where a
manos shoul der woul dtawscreanvodleades, the Bushinanu s h
displayed great caution as he spread the leaves aside and exposed the head of a sharp
pointed spear, so set that the casual pdssevould receive at the least a nasty
scratch.

AMy word, 0o sai d Bi euvallecEbamededle vi it bat f el

He took the spear and was examining it when suddenly he made as if to stick it into
the bushmanlt was a bit of simulated playfulness, but the bushman sprang back in
evident fright. Poisoned the weapon was beyond any doamd, thereafter Binu
Charley carried it threateningly at the

The sun, sinking behind a lofty western peak, brought on an early but lingering

twilight, and the expedition plodded on through the evil férd¢hke place of mystery
and fear, of dath swift and silent and horrible, of brutish appetite and degraded
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instinct, of human life that still wallowed in the primeval slime, of savagery
degenerate and abysmalo slightest breezes blew in the gloomy silence, and the
air was stale and humid ésuffocating. The sweat poured unceasingly from their
bodies, and in their nostrils was the heavy smell of rotting vegetation and of black
earth that was-araw! with fecund life.

They turned aside from the ruvay at a place indicated by Binu Charlepda
sometimes crawling on hands and knees through the damp black muck, at other times
creeping and climbing through the tangled undergrowth a dozen feet from the
ground, they came to an immense banyan tree, half an acre in extent, that made in
the innermosheart of the jungle a denser jungle of its oviAnom out of its black
depths came the voice of a man singing in a cracked, eerie voice.

AMy word, that big fella marster he no

The singing stopped, and the voice, faint and weak, called out a hkln
answered, and then the voice explained.

| 6 m not Iwasijust&ngingrogkeep my spirits udave you got anything
o eat?o

A few minutes saw the rescued man lying among blankets, while fires were building,
wat er was beitangwasgoingrup, and Lalage svas overhauling the
packs and opening tins of provisionsudor, having pulled through the fever and
started to mend, was still frightfully weak and very much star&abadly swollen

was he from mosquitbites that hisdce was unrecognizable, and the acceptance of
his identity was largely a matter of faitdoan had her own ointments along, and she
prefaced their application by fomenting his swollen features with hot
cloths. Sheldon, with an eye to the camp and th@arations for the night, looked

on and felt the pangs of jJjeal ousy at ev
body. Somehow, engaged in their healing ministrations, they no longer seemed to
him boyds hands, the handmy @ HReo®ad wihtol

cheeks sprayed with angry flam@& he hands were now a Wwo
Sheldon grinned to himself as his fancy suggested that some night he must lie outside
the mosquitenetting in order to have Joan apply soothing fomentations @n th
morning.

CHAPTER XXV —THE HEAD -HUNTERS

The morningods acti on h alddobmvastrnstagbeitindine d t
his banyan refuge and gather strength while the expedition proce@aethe far

chance that they might rescue evenone solitary ¥ i vor of Tudor 6s
fixed in her determination to push on; and neither Sheldon nor Tudor could persuade

her to remain quietly at the banyan tree while Sheldon went on and seav¢itied.

Tudor, Adamu Adam and Arahu were to stop as guarasl|atier Tahitian being

Read this book online with translations on readinenglish.com



http://readinenglish.com/books/adventure-by-jack-london/?utm_source=pdf

selected to remain because of a bad foot which had been brought about by stepping
on one of the thorns concealed by the bushntiewas evidently a slow poison, and

not too strong, that the bushmen used, for the wounded P&muyga man was still

alive, and though his swollen shoulder was enormous, the inflammation had already
begun to go downHe, too, remained with Tudor.

Binu Charley led the way, by proxy, however, for, by means of the poisoned spear,
he drove the captive buslam ahead.The runway still ran through the dank and
rotten jungle, and they knew no villages would be encountered till rising ground was
gained. They plodded on, panting and sweating in the humid, stagnanTlagay

were immersed in a sea of wantonpgigal vegetation. All about them the huge
rooted trees blocked their footing, while coiled and knotted climbers, of the girth of
a mands ar m, were thrown from | ofty ©br
masses like so many monstrous snakashstalked plants, largeleaved than the
body of a man, exuded a sweaty moisture from all their surfddese and there,
banyan trees, like rocky islands, shouldered aside the streaming riot of vegetation
between their crowded columns, showing portals aisdagges wherein all daylight
was lost and only midnight gloom remainetireeferns and mosses and a myriad
other parasitic forms jostled with gaploured fungoid growths for room to live, and

the very atmosphere itself seemed to afford clinging spaae/ iy creepers, light

and delicate as genust, tremulous with microscopic bloom®alegolden and
vermilion orchids flaunted their unhealthy blossoms in the golden, dripping sunshine
that filtered through the matted rooft was the mysterious, evibrest, a charnel
house of silence, wherein naught moved save strange tiny) bindsstrangeness of
them making the mystery more profound, for they flitted on noiseless wings, emitting
neither song nor chirp, and they were mottled with morbid coloursndnal the
seeming of orchids, flying blossoms of sickness and decay.

He was caught by surprise, fifteen feet in the air above the path, in the forks of a
many-branched treeAll saw him as he dropped like a shadow, naked as on his natal
morn, landing spngily on his bent knees, and like a shadow leaping along the run
way. It was hard for them to realize that it was a man, for he seemed a weird jungle
spirit, a goblin of the forestOnly Binu Charley was not perturbedte flung his
poisoned spear ovéne head of the captive at the flitting foritwas a mighty cast,

well intended, but the shadow, leaping, received the spear harmlessly between the
legs, and, tripping upon it, was flung sprawlingefore he could get away, Binu
Charley was upon hintJutching him by his snowvhite hair. He was only a young

man, and a dandy at that, his face blackened with charcoal, his hair whitened with
wood-ashes, with the freshly severed tail of a wild pig thrust through his perforated
nose, and two more thrusttiugh his earsHis only other ornament was a necklace

of human fingeibones. At sight of their other prisoner he chattered in a high
guerulous falsetto, with puckered brows and troubled,-ailithal eyes.He was
disposed of along the middle of the limme of the PoongBoonga men leading him

at the end of a length of barkpe.
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The trail began to rise out of the jungle, dipping at times into festering hollows of
unwholesome vegetation, but rising more and more over swelling, unsesobds

or climbing steep hodpacks and rocky hummocks where the forest thinned and blue
patches of sky appeared overhead.

ACl ose up he stop, o0 Binu Charley warned

Even as he spoke, from high overhead came the deep resonant boom of a village
drum. But the beat was slow, there was no panic in the solithey were directly
beneath the village, and they could hea
raised in brief dispute, and, once, the crying of a childe runway now became a

deeply worn pth, rising so steeply that several times the party paused for biidagh.

path never widened, and in places the feet and the rains of generations had scoured
it till it was sunken twenty feet beneath the surface.

AOne man with a ritfla tcloawd gdanhdo,lod Shte | ac
Joani And twenty men could hold i1t with s

They came out on the village, situated on a small, upland plateaucgresed, and

with only occasional treesThere was a wild chorus of warning criesrir the
women, who scurried out of the grass houses, and like frightened quail dived over
the opposite edge of the clearing, gathering up their babies and children as they
ran. At the same time spears and arrows began to fall among the invaders.
Sheldm 6 s command, t he-Pdoagamdnigoaimcactiamaith tieio o n g ¢
rifles. The spears and arrows ceased, the last bushman disappeared, and the fight
was over almost as soon as it had begdn.their own side no one had been hurt,
while half a daen bushmen had been kille@ihese alone remained, the wounded
having been carried offThe Tahitians and Poondg#onga men had warmed up and
were for pursuit, but this Sheldon would not perniib his pleased surprise, Joan
backed him up in the decisipfor, glancing at her once during the firing, he had seen

her white face, like a glittering sword in its fighting intensity, the nostrils dilated, the
eyes bright and steady and shining.

AnPoor b
k

efhey saet sanldy ac dwmeatdheirkigd t o t
and ta e a

rut &
e h ds i s good morality for the
ABut they should be taught not to take

She nodded approval, and said, Heyf we
you, Charley!What fellaplachead he st op?o

ARSOpose he dgtevp | alhomug ed efvivwieast tbhh e & mredwear
devikdevi | . 0O
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It was the largest house in the village, ambitiously ornamented with-fdaitgd

mats and kingposts carved into obscene and monstrous fowafdhuman and half

animal. Into it they went, in the obscure light stumbling across the sledpgsgof

the village bachelors and knocking their heads against strings of weird-votive
offerings, dried and shrivelled, that hung from the floedms.On ather side were

rude gods, some grotesquely carved, others no more than shapeless logs swathed in
rotten and indescribably filthy mattingrhe air was mouldy and heavy with decay,
while strings of fisktails and of halcleaned dog and crocodile skullsiaiot add to

the wholesomeness of the place.

In the centre, crouched before a slsmoking fire, in the littered ashes of a thousand

fires, was an old man who blinked apathetically at the invadéeswas extremely

oldd so old that his withered skin hungaut him in loose folds and did not look
likeskinnHi s hands were bony cl aws;headHis e mac
task, it seemed, was to tend the fire, and while he blinked at them he added to it a
handful of dead and mouldy wooédnd hung inthe smoke they found the object of

their search.Joan turned and stumbled out hastily, deathly sick, reeling into the
sunshine and clutching at the air for support.

nSee 1 f all are there, o she called bac
sters, breathing the air in great draughts and trying to forget the sight she had seen.

Upon Sheldon fell the unpleasant task of tallying the heatey were all there,

nine of them, white menb6és heads, the fa
their owners had camped in Berande compound and set up the-pobits) Binu

Charley, hugely interested, lent a hand, turning the heads around for identification,
noting the hatchestrokes, and remarking the distorted expressiditee Poonga

Poonga men gloatl as usual, and as usual the Tahitians were shocked and angry,
several of them cursing and muttering in undertoiSgsangry was Matapuu, that he

strode suddenly over to the fitender and kicked him in the ribs, whereupon the old
savage emitted an apjiag squeal, piglike in its wild-animal fear, and fell face
downward in the ashes and lay quivering in momentary expectation of death.

Other heads, thoroughly sulnied and smokeured, were found in abundance, but,
with two exceptions, they were the ksaof blacks. So this was the manner of
hunting that went on in the dark and evil forest, Sheldon thought, as he regarded
them. The atmosphere of the place was sickening, yet he could not forbear to pause
before one of Binu Charleyb6s finds.

AMe saaokeMbaily, me savvee whitfeMeMamog , O
savvee that fellaMarywh at name bel ong hi m?0

Sheldon looked.Ancient and withered, blackened by many years of the smoke of

the devitdevil house, nevertheless the shrunken, musikey face wa
unmistakably ChineseHow it had come there was the mystetyt was a wo0 mz:
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head, and he had never heard of a Chinese woman in the history of the
Solomons.From the ears hung twiach-longeafr i ng s , and at Shel
the Binu man rubbed ay the accretions of smoke and dirt, and from under his
fingers appeared the polished green of jade, the sheen of pearl, and the warm red of
Orientalgold. The ot her head, equally ancient,
blond moustache, twisted and askew the shrivelled upper lip, gave sufficient
advertisement; and Sheldon wondered what forgotten kfsheer fisherman or
sandalwood trader had gone to furnish that ghastly trophy.

Telling Binu Charley to remove the eangs, and directing the Poon§@mga men

to carry out the old firgender, Sheldon cleared the dedavil house and set fire to

it. Soon every house was blazing merrily, while the ancientdémeer sat upright in

the sunshine blinking at the destruction of his villageom the heigts above, where

were evidently other villages, came the booming of drums and a wild blowing of
war-conchs; but Sheldon had dared all he cared to with his small follo\Besjdes,

his mission was accomplishe.v er y member of Tudaotedis e x|
for; and it was a long, dark way out of the héad nt e r s OReleasing their vy .

two prisoners, who leaped away like startled deer, they plunged down the steep path
into the steaming jungle.

Joan, still shocked by what she had seen, walked oanhdf Sheldon, subdued and
silent. At the end of half an hour she turned to him with a wan smile andsaid,

Al dondot t hink -hunteraanyemorelot &vs sa d v € rhteu rhee,a d
there is such a thing as having too much of a good thRiging around the
plantation will henceforth be good enough for me, or perhaps salving
anothemMartha; but the bushmen of Guadalcanar need never worry for fear that |

shall visit them again.l shall have nightmares for months to come, | know |

shall. Ughldt he horri d beasts! o

That night found them back in camp with Tudor, who, while improved, would still
have to be carried down on a stretch€he swelling of the Poonfaoonga mano
shoulder was going down slowly, but Arahu still limped on his #pmisaed foot.

Two days later they rejoined the boats at Carli; and at high noon of the third day,
travelling with the current and shooting the rapids, the expedition arrived at
Berande.Joan, with a sigh, unbuckled her revokbeit and hung it on the nail in

the livingroom, while Sheldon, who had been lurking about for the sheer joy of
seeing her perform that particular hoomming act, sighed, too, with
satisfaction.But the homecoming was not all joy to him, for Joan set about nursing
Tudor, and spent nolr time on the veranda where he lay in the hammock under the
mosquitenetting.

CHAPTER XXVI —BURNING DAYLIGHT
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The ten days of Tudordés convalescence
Berande.The work of the plantation went on like clealork. With the e¢ushing of

the premature outbreak of Gogoomy and his following, all insubordination seemed

to have vanishedTwenty more of the okdime boys, their term of service up, were
carried away by thartha, and the fresh stock of labour, treated fairly, wasmg

of excellent quality.As Sheldon rode about the plantation, acknowledging to himself

the comfort and convenience of a horse and wondering why he had not thought of
getting one himself, he pondered the various improvements for which Joan was
respondiled the splendid PoongBoonga recruits; the fruits and vegetables;
theMartha herself, snatched from the sea for a song and earning money hand over
fist despite old Kinrossés sl ow and saf
more financially securgpproaching each day nearer the dividpagling time, and

growing each day as the black toilers cleared the bush, cut thgmreamse and planted

more cocoanut palms.

In these and a thousand ways Sheldon was made aware of how much he was indebted
for materal prosperity to Joahto the slender, levddrowed girl with romance

shining out of her gray eyes and adventure shouting from theblang r el | ed Co
on her hip, who had landed on the beach that piping gale, along with her stalwart
Tahitian crew, andwhh had entered his bungal ow to
revolverbelt and BadefPowell hat on the nail by the billiard tablele forgot all the

early exasperations, remembering only her charms and sweetnesses and glorying
much in the traits he at first iaisliked mosd her boyishness and adventurousness,

her delight to swim and risk the sharks, her desire to go recruiting, her love of the sea
and ships, her sharp authoritative words when she launched thebshaknd, with

firestick in one hand and dymate-stick in the other, departed with her picturesque

crew to shoot fish in the Balesuna; her stipepocent disdain for the commonest
conventions, her juvenile joy in argument, her fluttering, sildl love of freedom

and mad passion for independengd!. this he now loved, and he no longer desired

to tame and hold her, though the paradox was the winning of her without the taming
and the holding.

There were times when he was dizzy with thought of her and love of her, when he
would stop his horse and Wwitlosed eyes picture her as he had seen her that first
day, in the stersheets of the whaleoat, dashing madly in to shore and marching
belligerently along his veranda to remark that it was pretty hospitality this letting
strangers sink or swim in hisoht yard. And as he opened his eyes and urged his
horse onward, he would ponder for the ten thousandth time how possibly he was ever
to hold her when she was so wild and Hike that she was bound to flutter out and
away from under his hand.

It was pagnt to Sheldon that Tudor had become interested in Jdeat.convalescent

visitor practically lived on the veranda, though, while preposterously weak and shaky

in the legs, he had for some time insisted on coming in to join them at the table at
meals.The first warning Sheldon had of the
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when Tudor eased down and finally ceased pricking him with his habitual sharpness

of quip and speechThis cessation of verbal sparring was like the breaking off of
diplomaticré ati ons bet ween countries at the [
suspicions were aroused, he was not long in finding other confirmafia®r too
obviously joyed in Joanbés presence, t o
fascinate her with Biown glorious and adventurous personali@ften, after his

morning ride over the plantation, or coming in from the store or from inspection of

the copradrying, Sheldon found the pair of them together on the veranda, Joan
listening, intent and excitednd Tudor deep in some recital of personal adventure at

the ends of the earth.

Sheldon noticed, too, the way Tudor looked at her and followed her about with his
eyes, and in those eyes he noted a certain hungry look, and on the face a certain
wistful expression; and he wondered if on his own face he carried a similar
involuntary advertisementde was sure of several things: first, that Tudor was not
the right man for Joan and could not possibly make her permanently happy; next,
that Joan was too sehk a girl really to fall in love with a man of such superficial
stamp; and, finally, that Tudor would blunder his lewaking somehowAnd at the
same ti me, with true | overodéds anxiety, S
fail to blunder, and winhe girl with purely fortuitous and successful meretricious
show. But of the one thing Sheldon was sure: Tudor had no intimate knowledge of
her and was unaware of how vital in her was her wildness and love of
independenceThat was where he would blunéem the catching and the holding

of her. And then, in spite of all his certitude, Sheldon could not forbear wondering

if his theories of Joan might not be wrong, and if Tudor was not going the right way
about after all.

The situation was very unsatisfagt@and perplexing.Sheldon played the difficult

part of waiting and looking on, while his rival devoted himself energetically to
reaching out and grasping at the fluttering priZéwen, again, Tudor had such an
irritating way about him.It had become qte elusive and intangible, now that he
had tacitly severed diplomatic relations; but Sheldon sensed what he deemed a
growing antagonism and promptly magnified it through the jealous lenses of his own
| ov er 0The agthgravas.an interlopeHe did notbelong to Berande, and now
that he was well and strong again it was time for him tolgstead of which, and
despite the calling in of the mail steamer bound for Sydney, Tudor had settled himself
down comfortably, resumed swimming, went dynamiting figth \loan, spent hours

with her hunting pigeons, trapping crocodiles, and at target practice with rifle and
revolver.

But there were certain traditions of hospitality that prevented Sheldon from breathing
a hint that it was time for his guest to take hirhe#l And in similar fashion, feeling

that it was not playing the game, he fought down the temptation to warn Hadn.

he known anything, not too serious, to
to utter it; but the worst of it was that he kneathing at all against the maihat
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was the confounded part of it, and sometimes he was so baffled and overwrought by
his feelings that he assumed a sypédicial calm and assured himself that his dislike
of Tudor was a matter of unsubstantial prejaciad jealousy.

Outwardly, he maintained a calm and smiling aspétte work of the plantation

went on. TheMarthaand theFlibberty-Gibbetcame and went, as did all the
miscellany of coasting craft that dropped in to wait for a breeze and have a gossip,
drink or two, and a game of billiardsSatan kept the compound free of
niggers. Boucher came down regularly in his whaleat to pass Sundaylwice a

day, at breakfast and dinner, Joan and Sheldon and Tudor met amicably at table, and
the evenings weras amicably spent on the veranda.

And then it happenedTudor made his blundeMNever divining Joa
wildness, her blind hatred of restraint and compulsion, her abhorrence of mastery by
another, and mistaking the warmth and enthusiasnrieyes (aroused by his latest

tale) for something tender and acquiescent, he drew her to him, laid a forcible
detaining arm about her waist, and misapprehended her frantic revolt for an
exhibition of maidenly reluctancdt occurred on the veranda, aftareakfast, and

Shel don, within, pondering a Sydney wh
orders for next steamelay, heard the sharp exclamation of Joan, followed by the
equally sharp impact of an open hand against a chlgking free from the arnhat

was all distasteful compul sion, Joan ha
far more vim and weight than when she had cuffed Gogoomy.

Sheldon had halétarted up, then controlled himself and sunk back in his chair, so
that by the time Joan emésl the door his composure was recoverei@r right
forearm was clutched tightly in her left hand, while the white cheeks, centred with
the spots of flaming red, reminded him of the time he had first seen her angry.

AHe hurt my ar m,eplytstisdookofinguiry.ed out , i n r

He smiled involuntarily.lt was so like her, so like the boy she was, to come running

to complain of the physical hurt which had been done Beae was certainly not a

woman versed in the ways of man and in the ways of handian. The resounding

slap she had given Tudor seemed still e
the girl before him crying out that her arm was hurt, his smile grew broader.

It was the smile that did it, convicting Joan in her own eyes dfilleess of her cry
and sending over her face the most amazing blush he had evei besat, cheeks,
and forehead flamed with the rush of the shamed blood.

AHehed 0 she attempted to vindicate her de
away and passeout the rear door and down the steps.
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Sheldon sat and musedie was a trifle angry, and the more he dwelt upon the
happening the angrier he greW.it had been any woman except Joan it would have

been amusing.But Joan was the last woman in the wottd attempt to kiss

forcibly. The thing smacked of the back stairs anydvay sordid little comedy
perhaps, but to have tried it on Joan was nothing less than sacfilegean should

have had better sens&hen, too, Sheldon was personally aggrieve@. had been
filched of something that he felt was a
at thought of this forced familiarity.

It was while in this mood that the screen door banged loudly behind the heels of
Tudor, who strode into the room andupad before himSheldon was unprepared,
though it was very apparent that the other was furious.

AWel |l 20 Tudor demanded defiantly.

And on the instant speech rushed to She
A | hope you wonodét attempdexceptthdl bhalllg | i k e
only too happy any time to extend to you the courtesy of my wiadé It will land

you in Tul agi in a few hours. o
AAs 1 f that would settle it, o was the r
Al dondét understand, 06 Shel don said si mp
AThen it is becawmsergodoandowmdt wish to
AStil | I dondét wunder stand,fioAlSh etlhdaotn issa i
me i s that you are exaggerating your ow

Tudor grinned maliciously and repliéd,

Al't would seem t h agderatng wmvitisgrme to deave m gourt h e
whaleboat. It is telling me that Berande is not big enough for the pair ofN@v

let me tell you that the Solomon Islands is not big enough for the pair dfhis.
thingds got to bemaytdad ewelblethve emne tutsl, e &

A | can undetwatamd ya@aummefisras being nat
on wearily, Abut why you should Mowy the
surely doné6ét want to quarrel with me. o
Al cegrtdai ol

N But what i n heavends name for ?0

Tudor surveyed him with withering disgust.
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You havenoét tlhupposeany manacduld makd laveits yeur dvife

(@]

N

But | have no wife, o0 Sheldon interrupt

AThen you oThashuatior iDouklgews.&au might at least marry her,
as | am honourably willing to do. o

For the first time Sheldondés rising ang

AY®&® he began violently, then abruptly
soothingly, Ayouodd khhavertTéhrattdoesk enya airvii rchke
c

ourse, when you do get <cool , after tal
stay on any |l onger, so while yewaéande get
launch aboatY o u 6 | | be i nhiTuleawenibryg.ed ght t

He turned toward the door, as if to put his words into execution, but the other caught
him by the shoulder and twirled him around.

ALook her e, Shel don, | told you the Sol
Il meant it.o

Nls thaetr amwm dfuy Ber ande, |l ock, stock, a
ANo, iltt dissnabnt .i nvi tation to fight.o
ABut what the devil do Yyhel damdstorfig

growing at thehnottver 09 e Axwmtgeaws dgarh y o u
you have with me? have never interfered with yourou were my guestMiss

Lackland is my partnerlf you saw fit to make love to her, and somehow failed to
succeed, why should you want to fight with mé&Ris is the twentieth caury, my

dear fellow, and duelling went out of f

AYou began the row, O YTauwd og a weo gngee dtl oy uarsdst
was time for me to goYou fired me out of your house, in shoAnd then you have

the dieek to want to know why | am starting therowt wondét dYou (. A
started it, and | am going to see it th

Sheldon smiled tolerantly and proceeded to light a cigar8ii¢.Tudor was not to
be turned aside.

AYou startedged his row, 0 he wur

ATher e 1 s ntdakes avo o make avrow, and |, for one, refuse to have
anything to do with such tomfoolery.o
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AYou started it, | say, and [ 61l tell vy
Al fancy youbve been dirlitrmki ekgaeaiioo®dare/l d o n
find for your unreasonabl eness. 0

AAnd | 6l | t el | vdu walsyn 6o s i dtlamteesds iotn.

this little trifle of lovemaking into something serioud. was poaching on your
preserves, and you wanted to getaidne. It was all very nice and snug here, you

and the girl, until | came alongdAnd now Yy odtélret § s ad sl sj e a |
wantmeoutofitBut | wonét go. 0O

AThen stay ond bwnadakl gmaamn | Makeiyourselfy o u ¢
comfortale. St ay for a year, i f you wish. o

AShedbs not your wife, o0 Tudor confiAnued,
fell ow has the right t o 0 wealkperhapsatwasat o h e
error after all, due to ignorance, perfectly excusabiang part. | might have seen

It with half an eye i1 f | AlGuvutuanddulagid t o
were laughing about itl was a fool, and | certainly made the mistake of taking the
situation on its assumed innocentfaca | ue . 0

So angy was Sheldon becoming that the face and form of the other seemed to vibrate
and oscillate before his eyeset outwardly Sheldon was calm and apparently weary
of the discussion.

NPl ease keep her out of the conversatio

ABut why s hleddmdndfi Ploe waair of you trappe
fool of myself. How was | to know that everything was not all right®u and she

acted as if everything were on the squaBeit my eyes are open nowVhy, she

played the outraged wife to perfectjoslapped the transgressor and fled to

you. Pretty good proof of what all the beach has been sayRagtners, el a

business partnershipa mmon my eye, thatds what it

Then it was that Sheldon struck out, coolly and deliberately, with all tivegskr of

his arm, and Tudor, caught on the jaw, fell sideways, crumpling as he did so and
crushing a chair to kindling wood beneath the weight of his falling béfdypulled
himself slowly to his feet, but did not offer to rush.

ANow will yasadfrimy.ht 20 Tudo

Sheldon laughed, and for the first time with true spontane€itiie intrinsic
ridiculousness of the situation was too much for his sense of hurHeumade as if
to repeat the blow, but Tudor, white of face, with arms hanging resistla¢ssly a
sides, offered no defence.
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A donot mean a fightiawimeami $bs ,a0 fhe
death. Youb6ére a good shotSowami.hhatds!|l vee way
settle it

AYou have goYhoeu cadreeana mauwdnat i c. O

Om not , Ml 6 dao r maAne bhce agbaod ask you to go
e and settle it, with any weapons

Sheldon regarded him for the first time with genuine seriousness, wondering what
strange maggots could be gnawing is Imain to drive him to such unusual conduct.

ABut men dondédt act this way in real |1 f
AYouodl I find | dm pretty lIrbeama lg ol enfgo fteo yka L
day. o

ABosh and noihesetims 8heldombad lost hisntper over the
superficial aspects of the situaton.Bos h and nonseMesre,ddrhaatt

fight duels in the twentieth century. to6 ¢ 6 s antedi |l uvi an, It
ASpeaki M of Joan

APl ease keep her name out of it, o0 Sheld
Alildw , i f youodll fight.o

Sheldon threw up his arms despairingly.

=1

Speaki mgp of Joan

hY

Look out, 0o Sheldon warned agai n.

=1

AOh, go ahead,Bukndddlatmevod dwau.cankneckmeny mo
down all day, but as f alanagamNolvwiljywd t o
fight?0

ALIi sten to me, Tudor, o0 Sheldidbh &dmgmaot w
to taking from men a tithe of what | 0ve
AYoudll take a | ot more b@fF boueybusimgly day o
must fight. | 6 | | give you a fair chance to kil
out. Thi s il snotl tcAsvil heatSiod mmon | sl ands,

proposition for all that.King Edward and law and order are représdrby the
Commissioner at Tulagi and an occasional visiting gunb&at two men and one
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woman is an equally primitive propositiollVe 6 | | settle it in th
way. o0

As Sheldon looked at him the thought came to his mind that after altinght be
something in the other 0dtreguirddd mandvhaint ur e
calibre, a man capable of obtruding a duel into orderly twentieth century life, to find

such wild adventures.

ATherebds only one way ftlo csatnodpt men,sou | Ttu dyc
know. You are too easgoing, or cowardly, or both, for thaBut | can narrate for

you the talk of the beaéha h , t hat gr i nHdcan tell gou whatdhee s n 0 t
beach has to say about you and this young girl rureniplgntation under a business
partnership. o

RSt op! 0 Sheldon cried, for the other wa
eyes.n You wanltd lal dgiieu Ehen his commosgneewandaislike for
the ridiculous asserted themsehvesy d he added, ABut 1 tods a

AJoan adhphrtn@s ehJahnandDavidlpart ner s, 0 Tudor be
and reiterate in a malicious and scornful chant.

AFor heavends sake keep quiet, amd | 061 |
never saw a fool so bent on his follyhat kind of a duel shall it bePhere are no
secondswWh at weapons shall we use?b0

| mmedi at el y Tikedmpishaess laft tiim, kaedyhe was once more the
cool, selfpossessed man of the world.

Al 0 v e haudht teah thetideal duel should be somewhat different from the

conventionalildwe, d ohugghgaiske.vedal of t hat
AFrench ones, 0 Sheldon interrupted.
ACal | t Butspeaking aftthis ideal duel, here it No seconds, ofourse,

and no onlookers.The two principals alone are necessafjhey may use any
weapons they please, from revolvers and rifles to machine guns and ponipays.

start a mile apart, and advance on each other, taking advantage of cover, retreating,
circling, feintingd anything and everything permissible short, the principals shall

hunt each othér 0

ALIi ke a couple of wild Indians?0o0

APrecisely, 0 criiadudwea og dAnd Bédinde isijudt dhal ..

place, and this is just the righime. Miss Lackland will be taking her siesta, and
shedl |l t Werdk ewgodr ¢ wo hour sSofhwryupiand b e f c
come on.You start out from the Balesuna and | start from the Beramtlese two
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rivers are the boundaries of the plartit i o n, aVer/ wédllt The fiblakof the
duel will be the plantationNeither principal must go outside its boundaridse
you satisfied?o0

A QuiBtue. have you any objections if | | eec
ANot at all , 06 Tudocourtasy gow ithatsis wish,hadtbder p i
granted.

Sheldon clapped his hands, and the running hbagehurried away to bring back
Adamu Adam and Noa Noah.

ALIi sten, 0 Shelfd®mi ssaman tand hmen, we hayv
day. Maybe he die.Maybe ldie. If he die, all right. If | die, you two look after

Missie Lackalanna.You take rifles, and you look after her daytime and night

time. If she want to talk with Mr. Tudor, all rightf she not want to talk, you make

him keepawaySavvee?o

They gunted and noddedl'hey had had much to do with white men, and had learned
never to question the strange ways of the strange bie#iese two saw fit to go

out and kill each other, that was their business and not the business of the islanders,
who todk orders from themThey stepped to the guack, and each picked a rifle.

nBetter al/l Tahitian men hiaMeaey lrd fHieg, tor
come. 0
AAl'l right, you take them, 0 Sheldon ans

They went tothe door and down the steps, carrying the eight rifles to their
guarters.Tudor, with cartridgebelts for rifle and pistol strapped around him, rifle in
hand, stood impatiently waiting.

AnCome on, hurry wup; webOre burarchedagterday|l i
extra clips for his automatic pistol.

Together they passed down the steps and out of the compound to the beach, where
they turned their backs to each other, and each proceeded toward his destination,
their rifles in the hollows of their armJudor walking toward the Berande and
Sheldon toward the Balesuna.

CHAPTER XXVII —MODERN DUELLING

Barely had Sheldon reached the Balesuna, when he heard the faint report of a distant
rifle and knew it was the signal of Tudor, giving notice that he had rdaitiee
Berande, turned about, and was coming b&itkeldon fired his rifle into the air in
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answer, and in turn proceeded to advartde moved as in a dream, absenhdedly
keeping to the open beachihe thing was so preposterous that he had to strimgle
realize it, and he reviewed in his mind the conversation with Tudor, trying to find
some clue to the commeense of what he was doingle did not want to Kkill

Tudor. Because that man had blundered in hisdmaking was no reason that he,
Sheldon, sbuld take his life. Then what was it all about?rue, the fellow had
insulted Joan by his subsequent remarks and been knocked down for it, but because
he had knocked him down was no reason that he should now try to kill him.

In this fashion he coveredauarter of the distance between the two rivers, when it
dawned upon him that Tudor was not on the beach atdlcourse not.He was
advancing, according to the terms of the agreement, in the shelter of the cocoanut
trees. Sheldon promptly swerved tbd left to seek similar shelter, when the faint
crack of a rifle came to his ears, and almost immediately the bullet, striking the hard
sand a hundred feet beyond him, ricochetted and whined onward on a second flight,
convincing him that, preposterous amdreal as it was, it was nevertheless sober
fact. It had been intended for hin¥ et even then it was hard to believde glanced

over the familiar landscape and at the sea dimpling in the light but steady
breeze.From the direction of Tulagi he couldesthe white sails of a schooner laying

a tack across toward BerandBown the beach a horse was grazing, and he idly
wondered where the others wefihe smoke rising from the copdaying caught his

eyes, which roved on over the barracks, the-tmoises, the boasheds, and the
bungal ow, and came to rest on Joanads
compound.

Keeping now to the shelter of the trees, he went forward another quarter of & mile.
Tudor had advanced with equal speed they should lave together at that point,

and Sheldon concluded that the other was circlifge difficulty was to locate

him. The rows of trees, running at right angles, enabled him to see along only one
narrow avenue at a timédis enemy might be coming along thexthavenue, or the

next, to right or left. He might be a hundred feet away or half a mi&heldon
plodded on, and decided that the old stereotyped duel was far simpler and easier than
this protracted hidandseek affair.He, too, tried circling, in th hope of cutting the

ot herds <circl e; but , without <catching
fresh clearing where the young trees, whigh, afforded little shelter and less
hiding. Just as he emerged, stepping out a pace, a rifle cracked tght, and
though he did not hear the bullet in passing, the thud of it came to his ears when it
struck a palntrunk farther on.

He sprang back into the protection of the larger trd@ace he had exposed himself

and been fired at, while he had fdilo catch a single glimpse of his antagonist.

slow anger began to burn in hirft.was deucedly unpleasant, he decided, this being
peppered at; and nonsensical as it really was, it was none the less deadly
serious. There was no avoiding the issue,fimmg in the air and getting over with it

as in the oldashioned duel.This mutual mashunt must keep up until one got the
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other, And i f one neglected a chance to ge
chance to get himThere could be no false genent about it. Tudor had been a

cunning devil when he proposed this sort of duel, Sheldon concluded, as he began to
work along cautiously in the direction of the last shot.

When he arrived at the spot, Tudor was gone, and only hispfotis remained,
pointing out the course he had taken into the depths of the plant&@iwre, ten
minutes later, he caught a glimpse of Tudor, a hundred yards away, crossing the same
avenue as himself but going in the opposite directidis rifle half-leaped to his
shaulder, but the other was gon®ore in whim than in hope of result, grinning to
himself as he did so, Sheldon raised his automatic pistol and in two seconds sent
eight shots scattering through the trees in the direction in which Tudor had
disappearedWishing he had a shgun, Sheldon dropped to the ground behind a
tree, slipped a fresh clip up the hollow butt of the pistol, threw a cartridge into the
chamber, shoved the safety catch into place, and reloaded the empty clip.

It was but a short time afténat that Tudor tried the same trick on him, the bullets
pattering about him like spiteful rain, thudding into the palm trunks, or glancing off

in whining ricochets.The last bullet of all, making a double ricochet from two
different trees and losing masitits momentum, struck Sheldon a sharp blow on the
forehead and dropped at his feéte was partly stunned for the moment, but on
investigation found no greater harm than a nasty lump that soon rose to the size of a
pigeonds egg.

The hunt went onOnce, coming to the edge of the grove near the bungalow, he saw
the houséoys and the cook, clustered on the back veranda and peering curiously
among the trees, talking and laughing with one another in their queer falsetto
voices. Another time he came upon a workiggng busy at hoeing weed$hey
scarcely noticed him when he came up, though they knew thoroughly well what was
going on. It was no affair of theirs that the enigmatical white men should be out
trying to kill each other,rad whatever interest in the proceedings might be theirs they
were careful to conceal it from Sheldade ordered them to continue hoeing weeds

in a distant and otaf-the-way corner, and went on with the pursuit of Tudor.

Tiring of the endless circling,f&ldon tried once more to advance directly on his foe,
but the latter was too crafty, taking advantage of his boldness to fire a couple of shots
at him, and slipping away on some changed and continually changing céorse.
an hour they dodged and turnaad twisted back and forth and around, and hunted
each other among the orderly palnihey caught fleeting glimpses of each other
and chanced flying shots which were without res@n a grassy shelter behind a
tree, Sheldon came upon where Tudor hadedesnd smoked a cigarettdhe
pressed grass showed where he had®abne side lay the cigarette stump and the
charred match which had lighted itn front lay a scattering of bright metallic
fragments. Sheldon recognized their significanc&udor was notching his steel
jacketed bullets, or cutting them blunt, so that they would spread on siriking
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short, he was making them into the vicious ddum prohibited in modern
warfare. Sheldon knew now what would happen to him if a bullet struck hig.biod
would leave a tiny hole where it entered, but the hole where it emerged would be the
size of a saucer.

He decided to give up the pursuit, and lay down in the grass, protected right and left
by the row of palms, with on either hand the long aventeneing. This he could

watch. Tudor would have to come to him or else there would be no termination of

the affair. He wiped the sweat from his face and tied the handkerchief around his
neck to keep off the stinging gnats that lurked in the grdsserhad he felt so great

a disgust for the Jodnihaddeer lzatl €éneugh, \iith dev e n t
BadenPowell and longp ar r el | ed Col t 6s; but here wa
for adventure, and finding it in no other way than by lugging a pkeateg planter

into an absurd and preposterous bws$tacking duel.If ever adventure was well
damned, it was by Sheldon, sweating in the windless grass and fighting gnats, the
while he kept close watch up and down the avenue.

Then Tudor cameSheldon happeiketo be looking in his direction at the moment

he came into view, peering quickly up and down the avenue before he stepped into
the open.Midway he stopped, as if debating what course to pursleemade a

splendid mark, facing his concealed enemy atitwon d r ed vy a rSkheklédn di st
aimed at the centre of his chest, then deliberately shifted the aim to his right shoulder,
and, with the thought, AThat wilThe put I
bullet, driving with momentum sufficienttoped or at e a mandés body
struck Tudor with such force as to pivot him, whirling him half around by the shock

of its impact and knocking him down.

ARoHope | havenodét killed the beggar, o St
and running fowvard.

A hundred feet away all anxiety on that score was relieved by Tudor, who made shift
with his left hand, and from his automatic pistol hurled a rain of bullets all around
Sheldon. The latter dodged behind a palm trunk, counting the shots, and wden th
eighth had been fired he rushed in on the wounded fdarkicked the pistol out of

the otherdos hand, and then sat down on

ABe qui eth,l ®vikee godi you, so thereds no us
Tudor still attempted tstruggle and to throw him off.

AKeep quiet, | telliAayom, saBhefded wbinma
youbve d¢Ewmt ytoaw bne ght as ell give in and

Tudor reluctantly relaxed.
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ARat her funny, id 21 e @ $héldon grinnédidews at himagdhe r n
removed his weighti Not a biltf dyagundd i ®tdruggl ed a
have rubbed your face intheearthd6ve a good mind to do I

you that duelling has gone out of fashicow | et us see to your
AYou only got me that | ast, o Ta@or grun
ALIi ke a WwWHreciselyYododowaa. caught tShewonicehsed , o
his mocking and stoodugi You | i e t her &backsame of thegboysnt i |
tocarryyouinYouoér e not seriously hurt, and it

example. If you had been struck with one of your own bullets, a carriage and pair
would have been none too large to drive through the heleutd have madeAs it

I s, youor é&aumce iittle pedatation Allgyai need is antiseptic washing

and dressing, and yoN®dw It edoke airtoueas yi ,n ¢
stretcher for you.o

CHAPTER XXVIII —CAPITULATION

When Sheldonraerged from among the trees he found Joan waiting at the compound
gate, and he could not fail to see that she was visibly gladdened at the sight of him.

A | canot tell you how gl adiWhadmst @ es®en
Tudor? That last flu t er of the aut omat Was itwoaernot n
Tudor ?0

ASo you know all abodwWell, oi hewassWwade:
doing it lefthanded.He 6 s down wi t h a Heolboked ather hi s
keenly. i Di sappoisniongit?0 he drawl ed.

AHow do you mean?o
AwWhy, that | didndét kill him.o
ABut | didndot want him killed just beca

A Oh, he did kiss you! 0 Shfiell dtohno urgehtto rytoeud
hurt your arm. o

ARnOne calull dit a kiss, though S$helanglredatonl! y
therecollectoniBut | pai d hi mlbo@dhisfatedor himAhdat my
hedidhurtmyarml t 6s bl atclbo&nadtbl ae o

She pulled up the loose sleevenef blouse, and he saw the bruised imprints of two
fingers.
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Just then a gang of blacks came out from among the trees carrying the wounded man
on a rough stretcher.

ARomantic, isnob6t it?0 SheldofiAsdeaowd] 0
have © play surgeon and doctor him upFunny, this twentietltentury

duelling. First you drill a hole in a man, and next you set about plugging the hole
up. o

They had stepped aside to let the stretcher pass, and Tudor, who had heard the
remark, lifted himselfup on the elbow of his sound arm and said with a defiant
grind

Al f youdd got one of mine -pyloautbed. chave ha
AROh, you wr etficYholuod vleo abne ecnr iceudt.t i ng your [
Al't was according to agveewmehWpgouldiedodr
have used dynamite i f we wanted to. o

AHeds right, 06 Shel don assuirAendy hneera,poas W

permissible. | |l ay i n the grass where he coul d
truly noble fashion.T h a t 6txomeshohhaving women on the plantaticknd
now i tdés antiseptics landds dar aniansa gye neusbse s
read up on it before I tackle the job. o
Al dondt see thatiltésumgndauhseddmelshebb
never dreamed he would attempt i1it. o0

We didnot figButfohet @at snétfs oynonued | tl o
ressings and bandagedotr evoduyn dis®! lanldo sk
one. o0

O O

=1

|l s he bleeding. seriously?0 she asked

inNo: the bull et seems t o Buathaewoud hsavee d t |
been a pickle. oo

AThen thereds no need to BidAnkenrd danb ¢ wtstr
to hear what it was all abouthe Apostleis lying becalmed inside thmoint, and her

boats are outtowingSh e 6 | | be at anchor in five mi
sure to be on boardSo al | webve got to doWeédto
better put him in your room under the mosquitgting, and send a boat of tell

Dr. Wel shmere to bring his instruments.
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An hour afterward, Dr. Welshmere left the patient comfortable and attended to, and
went down to the beach to go on board, promising to come back to dilwaer.and
Sheldon, standing on the veranda, wadchien depart.

nl ol | never have it i n f or t he mi SSi Ol
Solomons, 0 she said,chasreating herself in

She looked at Sheldon and began to laugh.

AThat 6s r ifglhtt§ © three svady . land teiegitomudray i ng
guest. o

ABut you havendédt told me what it was al

AYou, 0O he answered shortly.

AMeRPut you just said it wasnodt. oo
A Oh, it wa #ewatked bverao the irairgy anal leaned against it, facing
her,iBut i t yomallsthe aame, and | may as well tell yd(ou remember,

| warned you long ago what would happen when you wanted to become a partner in
Berande.Well, all the beach is gossiping about it; and Tudor persisted in repeating
the gossip to meSo you see t wonot do for you to st.

conditions. t woul d be better 1 f you went awa
ABut | dondét want to go away, 0 she obj e
ARA chapedd®ne, then

ANo, nor a chaperone. 0

ABut you sur el y douwnd shootng pverg slanderer inttte g o
Sol omons that opens his mouth?0 he dema

ANo, nor that either, 0 sheiflanlslwetreldl wy d
webl Wedbl get marri edTlherde!lpaut a stop to

He looked at her immazement, and would have believed that she was making fun
of him had it not been for the warm blood that suddenly suffused her cheeks.

1

Do you mean that iavhty& casked unsteadily

ATo put a stop to al IThtaht ed sngaasotpyr egedasgsoi np,
it ?0
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The temptation was strong enough and sudden enough to make him waver, but all
the disgust came back to him that was his when he lay in the grass fighting gnats and
cursing adventure, and he answeded,

ANo; It I's wormtsak | t l@amohocreasdom marry
expediencé 0

AYou are the most ridicul ous <cr dma ur el ¢

angeriYou talk | ove and marriage to me,
mooning around over theplanath week after week because
| ook at me when you think 1 dm not noti ¢

when you had your last square meal because of the hungry look in your eyes, and
make eyes at my revolwelt hanging on a naiknd fight duels about me, and all
theresbanddand now, when | say 101l marry vy
refusing me. o

AYou candét make me any more ridicul ous
on his forehead reflectivelyi An d iisfthe acbeptasd romantic prograndmna

duel over a girl, and the girl rushing into the arms of the wihveny, | shall not

make a bigger ass of myself by going in

Al thought youdéd jump at it, o she confe
for he thought he saw a roguish gleam in her eyes.

AMy conception of | ove mustfil dshbet df wa
woman to marry me for love of me, and not out of romantic admiration because |
was |l ucky enough t boulderwith dmokalesh powdelrtell n a n
you | am disgusted with this adventure tomfoolery andirot. d o n 6 Tuddrisk e i t
a sample of the adventukéndd picking a quarrel with me and behaving like a
monkey, insisting on fighting with ndeé t o t h lee saldeltavashike @ penny
dreadful . o

She was biting her lip, and though her eyes were cool andltelehg as ever, the
tell-tale angry red was in her cheeks.

AnOf course, I f yododondt want to marry
ABut | do, 0 he hastily interposed.
AOh, &§ou do

ABut dondt you see, |ittle g0l hedwiwaeait
would be only halfa marriagd. dondét want you to marry
doing a stop is put to the beach gossip, nor do | want you to marry me out of some
foolish romantic notion] shoul dndédt want you . : . th
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AOh, in that case, 0 she said with assum
the roguish gl eam, Ain that <case, Si nce
make afewremarkdh t he first place, you neednot
living it yourself; and you were certainly living it when | found you first, down with

fever on a lonely plantation with a couple of hundred wild cannibals thirsting for

your life. Then | camalong 0

AAnd what with your arriving in a gale,
schooner, landing on the beach in a whadat full of picturesque Tahitian sailors,

and coming into the bungalow with a Badeowell on your head, sdmots on you

feet, and a whacking ®iwlgy, |@oaonly Dsreadyaacn gl i n
admit that you were the quintessence of

AVery good, 0 sliée¢tdsi en@r e x @lthengdbliteglofgaurn t h me
adventure and my adventure togeth&o t hat 6 s settl ed, and
adventure any moreN e x t I dondét think there was
attempting to kiss me, nor anything like adventure in this absurd Buél.do think,

now, that it was romantic for you to fafl love with me.And finally, and it is adding

romance to romance, | think . . . | think | do love you, @aweeh Davel!o

The last was a sighing dowey as he caught her up in his arms and pressed her to
him.

ABut I donot | ove youto-baeyavsshgowhipst pel
shoulderi Whi t e men shouldndét go around kil

AThen why do you |l ove me?0 he questione
in the everlasting query that for ever has remained unanswered.

Al d o nd®just becauseM do, Iguesdond t hat 6s al | the sa
me when we had that maalk. But | have been loving you for weekgluring all

the time you have been so deliciously a
ARYes, yes, dreathtessly, wheh she pausede d

A | wondered when youdd break out, and
more. You were like Dad, and VonYou could hold yourselfincheckh ou di dnot
make a fool of yourself .o

ANot wmtyi,l0 thee suggested.

i Y eawd | loved you for that, toolt was about time.l began to think you were
never going to bring up the subject agafmd now that | have offered myself you

Y

havendt even accepted. 0
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With both hands on her -lesgthdéram honead Isoked e h e |
long into her eyes, no longer cool but seemingly pervaded with a golden Tihsh.

lids drooped and yet bravely did not droop as she returned his Glaze.he fondly

and solemnly drew her to him.

AnAnd how about t hat wne?ador thhe aansdk esda, d dal em oor

Al -wghlwbn to them.The grass house is my hearth, and\iaetha my saddle,
andand | ook at all the trees | 60 Aadpli adse
all your fault anyway.l might never have lovedyofii you hadno6ét put
my head. 0o

ATher eNongasdahemi ng i n around the point wi
remarked irrelevantlyi And t he Commi sBledosegoi sgodown
Cristoval to investigate that missionary killingyed r € i n | uc k , Il  mus:
A | dondét see where the |uW&k acwgnets tio, a

evening all to ourselves just to talk thingsoverove a t housand qu:
you. o

And it woul dndtl kaeetbheenoasmaeanadded

=1

ABut my pl an i Heddbatdd tvith himgelhaanometithiyaotu. ¢ e e, t
Commissioner is the one official in the islands who can give us a licérsi

t her eds tolDectodl Welshmere i here to perform the ceremdme 6 | |
getmarred t his evening. o

Joan recoiled from him in panic, tearing herself from his arms and going backward
several stepsHe could see that she was really frightened.

Al . . . 1 thought . . .0 she stammered

Then, slowly, the change came over her, and the blood flooded into her face in the
same amazing blush he had seen once before thatHdaycool, levellooking eyes

were no longer levdboking nor cool, but warmly drooping and just unable to meet
his, asshe came toward him and nestled in the circle of his arms, saying softly, almost
in a whispe

Al am ready, Dave. o
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